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ADVERTISEMENT of the EDITOR. 


/ 


As the following ſheets were delivered | 


to me by the NOBLE AUTHOR, to be 


publiſhed when, and in what manner 
J thought fit, I have taken the liberty 


of inſerting ſome explanatory notes 


that may tend to inform the publick, 
of certain particulars not mentioned in 
- 
the ſeries of theſe letters, 
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father, but with the affetion of a friend. They 


70 the Webel 


HAMILTON BOYLE, 


8 91 0 


Student of Chri Fl Church College in Oxford. 


15 dear HAMII Tov, 


Want no motive to gratify your al of 
hearing often from me, efpecially as. your 
letters always give me a particular pleaſure, 
I read them, oyer not only with the fondueſs of a 


3 


reviue in my mind, the agreeable hours which . 
tend. a ſtudious life, in that elegant ſeat of the 
muſes, from whence they are dated. In ſuch a 


ee amid. the. beſt authors, and in a free 
B 


converſation, 
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_ converſation with men of letters, you will be able 


* oak your —_ and give it a ſerene and a 


THY nat only o 


ng yourſelf every 


; 2 for publick "Ie bu ns more capable of 
| exerting your faculties, with dignity and advan- 
"gage your country,” a and ok a =—_ * 


ip perplexed fate of my affain, and indifferent ks 
” exibuagd to make me, even zn my earlieſt part of 
life, too fond of retirement. Years have encreaſ- 

ed the inclination, and time rather confirms, than 
Torrects the, error; however I have not ſulfered 


my mind to be totally inactive; but, by having as 


little connection as poſſible with the living, I 
have employed myſelf in converſing, and forming 
an acquaintance with the dead: and have from 


| thence received more Teal ſatisſaction and im- 
provement, than poſſibly might have attended me, 
had I been directed in the purſuit of fame, fortune, 


or ambition. 


I am much pleaſed that you approve of my ob- 
ſervations, on PLixy's letters. I engaged in that 
work with a deſign of pointing out, to your bro- 


ther Lord BoyLe, the amiable qualities of that 


elegant Roman. But I cannot reſt ſatisfied un- 
leſs I offer to you alſo, fome public. token of my 
paternal affection :. and therefore, I have lately 
been examining the works of Dr. irs, ih 
an intention of gathering materials for my ſuture 
correſpondence with you: and here, my dear Ha- 
MILTON), I dedicate to you, thoſe critics "have 
| 6 


Te ol have'the-hap- 


. 
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if not to your improvement. 


ral view of Swir r's character. 


errors. I have beheld him in all humours and 
diſpoſitions, and I have formed various ſpecula- 


| ſerved him liable. His capacity and ſtrength of 
mind were undoubtedly equal to any taſk what- 


it by what name you pleaſe, was boundleſs : but, 


ble only to particular friends, and to them only at 
particular hours. He knew politeneſs more than 
he practiſed it. He was a mixture of avarice, 


could not, or would not diſtinguiſh between low 


and fixed reſolution, than from abſolute choice: 
be that as it may, he performed the duties of the 
church with great punctuality, and a decent de- 
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have occured to me; and ſhall mix with them 


- 


ſuch particulars of his life and character, as I flatter * 


myſelf, may tend at leaſt to your n 


Let me begin by giving you a ſhort but gene- 


He was in the decline of life when 16 him. 
His friendſhip was an honour to me, and to fay 
the truth, I have even drawn advantage from his- 


tions from the ſeveral weakneſſes, to which I ob- . 


ever. His pride, his ſpirit, or his ambition, call 


his views were checked in his younger years, and 

the anxiety of that diſappointment had a viſible - 
effect upon all his actions. He was ſour and ſe- 
yere, but not abſolutely ill-natured. He was ſocia- 


and generoſity : the former, was frequently pre- | 
valent, the latter, ſeldom appeared, unleſs excited 
by compaſſion. . He was open to adulation, and 


flattery, and juſt applauſe. ' His abilities render- 
ed him ſuperiour to envy. He was undiſguiſed 
and perſectly ſincere. I am induced to think, that 
he entered into orders, more from ſome private 


Eon 
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gree of devotion. He read prayers rather in a ſtrong 
nervous voice, than in a graceful manner : and al- 
though he has been oſten accuſed of irreligion, no- 

thing of that kind appeared in his converſation 
or behaviour: His caſt of mind induced him to 
think, and ſpeak more of politics than of religi- 


on. His perpetual views were directed to wards 


power: and his chief aim was to be removed into 
England : butywhen he found himſelf entirely diſ- 


appointed, he turned his thoughts to oppoſition, 


and became the patron of Ireland, in which coun- 
try he was born. Here it may not be improper to 
obſerve to you, that many of his friends imagined 
him a native of England, and many others, I know 
not whether to call them friends or enemies, were 


willing to ſuppoſe him the natural fon of Sir Wit -. 


LIAM TEMPLE.. Neither of theſe facts are true. 
He was born in Dublin, November the thirtieth, 
in the year ſixteen hundred and ſixty ſeven, and 
was carried into England ſoon after his birth, by 
his nurſe, who being obliged to croſs the ſea, and 
having a nurſe's fondneſs for the child at her breaſt, 
conveyed him on ſhip-board, without the know- 
ledge of his mother or relations, and kept him 
with her at Whitehaven in Cumberland, during her 
 Felidence three years at that place. This extra- 
event made his return ſeem as if he had 

been mobs lanted to Ireland, rather than that he 
had owed dis original exiſtence to that ſoil. But 
perhaps, he tacitly hoped to inſpire different na- 
tions with a contention for his birth: at leaſt in 


his angry moods, when he was peeviſh, and pro- 


voked at the ingratitude of Ireland, he was fre- 
quently heard to ſay, * Þ CO 
cc country. 


# 


" 


friends are gone, ſince you ſaw your native coun- 


out the houſe where he was born. The other 


employed as a miniſter abroad from the year ſix- 


hundred and ſeventy : firſt at Bruſſels, and after- 


miniſters of ſtate: ſo that Dr. Sw1FT's mother, 


_ ſome year's after her ſon's birth. 


ſible, fince, although his anceſtors were perſons 
of very decent, and reputable. characters, he him- 
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« country, I am an Engliſhman.” Such an af- 
ſertion, although meant figuratively, was often 
received literally : and the report was ſtill farther 
aſſiſted by Mr. Pops, who in one of his letters 
has this expreſſion, © Though one or two of our 


<« try, there remain a few. But Dr. SwirT, 
in his cooler hours, never denied his country: on 
the contrary, he frequently mentioned, and pointed 


ſuggeſtion concerning the illegitimacy of his birth, 
is equally falſe. Sir WII TLIAII Trurrz was 


teen hundred and ſixty five, to the year ſixteen 


wards at the Hague, as you will find by his cor- 
reſpondence with the Earl of Arlington, and other 


ho never croſſed the ſea, except from England to 
Ireland, was out of all poſſibility of a perſonal cor- 
reſpondence with Sir WILIIAX Taurrz, till 


I have already mentioned to. you the exact oſs, _ 
and date of Doctor Swir T's nativity, but the rules 

of biography make it neceſſary to give you fome | 

- account of his family. It ſhall be as ſhort as poſ- 


ſelf has been the herald to blazon the dignity of 
their coat. His grandfather was the Reverend Mr. 
. THoMaAs SWIFT, Vicar of Goodrich near Reſt 


in Herefordfbire. He enjoyed a paternal eſtate in 
Letter LXXX. Mr. Porr to Dr. Swirr, March 


3, 1756.7. 
| B 8 | chat 
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that County, which is ſtill in poſſeſſion of his great 
grandſon DEANE SI r, Eſq; He died in the year 
ſixteen hundred and fiſty eight, leaving fix ſons, 
Gopwin, Tomas, Dxyben, William, 
JoxATHANn and Abbau. Two of them only, 
Godwid and JoxATHAN, left fons. The de- 
ſcendants of GoDwin are mentioned in GuiL- 
LIu's heraldry. JoNATHAN married Mrs. A- 
 BIGA1L ERICK of Leice/lerſbire, by whom he 
had one daughter and a ſon. The daughter was 
born in the firſt year of Mr. Swirr's marriage; 
but he lived not to ſee the birth of his ſon *, who 
| was called JoNnATHAN, in memory of his Fa- 
ther, and b came afterwards the famous Dean of 
St. Patrick's. . | To 
I The greateſt part of Mr. JonaTHAN Swirr's 
income had depended upon agencics, and other 
employments of that kind: ſo that moſt of his for- 
tune periſned with him: and the remainder being 
the only ſupport that his widow could enjoy, the 
care, tuition, and expence of her two children de- 
volved upon her huſband's elder brother, Mr. 
Gop win Swirr, who voluntarily became their 
guardian, and ſupplied the loſs which they had 
ſuſtained in a father. Mrs. SwiFT, about two 
years after her huſband's death, quitted Ireland 
and retired to Leicefler, the place of her nativity. 
The faculties of the mind, appear and ſhine 
forth at different ages, in different men. The 
infancy of Doctor Swiyr paſſed on without any 
marks of diſtinction. At ſix years old, he was 
ſent to ſchool at Kilkenny, and about eight years 
Doctor Sw1rT was born ſame months after his fa- 


ther's death. XLS 
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afterwards, he was entered a ſtudent of Trini- 
ty College in Dublin. He lived there in per- 
fe& regularity, and under an entire obedience 
to the ftatutes : but the moroſeneſs of his tem- 
per, often rendered him very unacceptable to 
his companions; ſo that he was little regar 
and leſs beloved. Nor were the academical — 2 
ciſes agreeable to his genius. He held logic 
and metaphyſics in the utmoſt contempt, and he 
ſcarce conſidered mathematics and natural philo- 
ſophy, unleſs to turn them into | ridicule. The 
ſtudies which he followed were hiſtory and poetry: 
In theſe he made a great progreſs; — to all other 
branches of ſcience he had given ſo very little ap- 
plication, that when he appeared as a candidate for 
the degree of Batchelor of Arts, he was ſet alice 
on account of inſufficiency, 

- You will be ſurpriſed at ſach an incident i in his 
life: but the fact was undoubtedly true: and even 
at laſt he obtained his admiſſion ſpeciali gratis : 2 
phraſe which in that Univerſity carries with it the 
utmoſt marks of reproach. It is a kind of diſho- 
nourable degree, and the record of it, notwith- 
ſtanding Dr. Swi 1's preſent eſtabliſhed character 
throughout the learned world, muſt for ever re- 


main againſt him in the academical regiſter at 
Dublin. 


Ambition, you will agree with me, could ſcarce 
have met with a ſeverer blow. Hercur.ts found 
himſelf ſet aſide for want of ſtrength; or, if ad- 
mitted among the wreſtlers, admitt:d only by ſa- 
vour and indulgence; yet ſtill he muſt be con- 
ſcious, that he was HERCUlkEs. Diſappointments, 
the earlier they happen in life, the deeper im- 

34 5 preffos 
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reffion they make upon the heart. SwI T was 

of indignation at the treatment which he had 
mated} in Ireland, and therefore reſolved to pur- 
ſue his ſtudies at Oxford. However, that he might 
be admitted ad eundem, he was obliged to carry 
with him the Teſfimonium of his Degree. 

The expreſſion ſpeciali gratid is fo peculiar 
to the Univerſity of Dublin, that when Mr. SwirT 
exhibited his Teſtimonial at Oxford, the mem- 
bers of the E ngliſh Univerſity concluded, that the 

words ſþeciali gratia muſt ſignify a degree conferred 
in reward of extraordinary diligence, or learning. 
You may imagine, he did not try to undeceive 
them. He was immediately admitted ad eundem, 
and choſe to enter himſelf of Hart Hall, now Hart- 
ford College, where he conſtantly refided (ſome 
_ viſits to his mother at Leicęſter, and to Sir WII- 
x$1aM TEMPLE at Moore Park excepted) till he 
took his degree as Maſter of Arts, which, if I re- 
member rightly, was in the year nilety one. 


Having attended my friend Sw1FT thus far in | 


his road of life, let me reſt a little before T proceed 
farther with him in the journey, and let me deſire 
you to keep this letter, as I intend that it ſhall be 
followed hereaſter by others of the ſame fort, and 
relating to the ſame perſon. 


Jam, my deareſt Ha LTON, 
your icin. father, 
ORRERY, 


LE T. 
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LE T T ER * 


I am happy, my dear Hai LTON, to find that 
1 the taſk, which I have undertaken of placing 
together ſome memoirs of Dr. Swir r's life, will 
be an acceptable preſent to you. In my laſt letter, 
you may remember, that I conducted Dr. SWI F 
from his birth, in the year ſixteen hundred and 
ſixty ſeven, to his taking his degree of Maſter of 
Arts at Oxford, in the year ſixteen hundred and 
ninety one. Curioſity may induce you to know, 
in what manner he could ſubſiſt, or by what chan- 
nel the ſprings of his revenue were ſupplied, at 


time when both kingdoms, but particularly /r-- 
land, were in great confuſion. You will almoſt 


tremble for him, when I. tell you, that in the year 
of the Revolution, his uncle GODwWI N SwWIET 
had fallen into a kind of lethargy, or dotage, which 
deprived him by degrees of his ſpeèch and memo- 
ry; and rendered him totally incapable of being of 
the leaſt ſervice to his family and friends. But, 
in the midſt of this diſtreſsful ſituation, as if it 
was ordained, that no incident ſhould bereave man- 


kind of ſuch a genius, Sir WILLI AM TZMrIE 


| (whoſe Lady was related to Dr. Swirr's mo- 

ther) moſt generouſly ſtept in to his aſſiſtance, and 
' -avowedly ſupported his education at the univerſi 
of Oxford. Acts of generoſity ſeldom meet wi 
* juſt e Sir WII LIAN TemeLe's 
36 friendſhip 
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friendſhip was immediately conſtrued to proceed 
from a conſciouſneſs, that he was the real father 
of Mr. SwirT, otherwiſe it was thought impoſſi- 
ble, that he could be ſo uncommonly munificent 
to a young man, no ways related to him, and but 
diſtantly related to his wife. I am not quite cer- 
tun, that SwitT himſelf did not acquieſce in the 
calumny. Perhaps, like ALEXANDER, he thought 
the natural ſon of JP Ii TER would appear r 
than the legitimate fon of PH1L1P. 

But I muſt not omit to tell you, that another of 
his father's brothers, WILLIAM SWIFT, aſſiſted 
him when at Oxford, by repeated acts of friend- 


ſhip and affection. I have a letter now before 


me, which, though torn, and imperfect in ſeveral 
places, ſhews his gratitude and devotion to the 


uncle, whom I have juſt now mentioned, and whom 


he calls the beſt of 1 relations. I will tranſcribe 
this epiſtolary fragment, ſince at leaſt it is ſo far 
curious, as it gives us a ſpecimen of Sw1FT's man- 
ner of writing and d at that period of his 
lite. | 


Moore Park, ffs lh hn 


$ Ft 

Mz Y fifler told me, you was pleaſed ( when 2 
was here) ta wonder, I did ſo ſeldam write 
oY EL been ſa hind, 

to impute it neither to ill mann N 

reſp, I always thought that 

Sufftcient for one, wha has always been but too trouble- 

ſeme to you : befides I knew yaur averſe an to imper- 


== tinence, and wed knows 1 wy private a hfe.as - 
8 | wane | 
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mine can furniſh a letter with little elſe : for I . 
ten am two or three months without ſeeing any bedy 
beſides the family; and now my fifter is gone, I am 
likely to be mire ſolitary than before. I amflill to 
thank you for your care in my Teſtimonium, and it 
was to very good purpoſe, for I never was more ſa- 
tisfied than in the behaviour of the Univerſity of 
Oxford to me. I had all the civilities J could wiſh 
for, and ſo many favours, that 1 
am aſhamed to have been more obliged in a few 
weeks to flrangers, than ever I was in ſeven years 
to Dublin College. I am not to take orders fill the 
King gives me a Prebendary: and Sir WILLI Au 
TemerLE, tho he promiſes me the certainty of it, 
yet is leſs forward than I could wiſh; becauſe, I ſup - | 
poſe, he believes I ſhall leave him, and upon ſome 
accounts, he thinks me a little neceſſary to bim 

If I were entertajn- 
ment, or doing you any ſatisfa@tion by my letters, E 
ſhould be very glad to perform it that way, as I am © 
bound to du it by all others. I am ſorry my fortune 
ſhould fling me ſo far from the beſt of my relations 
- but hope that I ſhall have the happineſs to ſee you 
ſome time or other. Pray my humble ſervice to my 
| good aunt, ond the reſt of my relations, if you pleaſe. 


You 5 not ſee in theſe few lines, the leaſt 
ſymptoms of that peculiar turn of phraſe, which 
afterwards appeared in all his writings; even in 
his moſt trifling letters. Neither his learning, 
nor his genius were yet arrived to any degree of 
ripeneſ.. Or perhaps the letter was rather the ef- 
fect of duty than inclination, and in that caſe, the 


ſtyle 
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ſtyle of it muſt be illaborate, and void of all free- 
dom and vivacity. It is dated from Moore Park, 
near . Farnham in Surry, where Sir WILLIAM 
TEMPLE then reſided. 
Sw1FT, as ſoon as he had quitted the Univerſity 
of Oxford lived with Sir WILLIAM TEMPLE as 
his friend, and domeſtic companion. When he 
had been about two years at Mere Park, he con- 
| tracted a very long and dangerous illneſs, by eat- 
ing an immoderate quantity of fruit. To this ſur- 
feit I have often heard him aſcribe that giddineſs 
in his head, which with intermiſſions ſometimes of 
a longer, and ſometimes of a ſhorter continuance, 
' purſued him till it ſeemed to compleat its conqueſt, 
by rendering him the exact image of one of his 
on Struldbruggs, a miſerable ſpectacle, devoid 
of every appearance of human MC except the 
- outward form. 
In compliance to the advice of his phyſicians, 
when he was ſufficiently recovered to travel, he 
went into Ireland, to try the effects of his native 
air: and he found ſo much benefit by the journey, 
that in compliance to his own inclinations, he ſoon 
returned into England, and was' again moſt affec- 
tionately received by Sir WILLIAM TemeLs, 
who had now left Moore Park, and was ſettled at 
Sbeene, where he was often viſited by King WII 
LIAM. Here Swirr had frequent opportunities 
of converfing with that prince; in ſome of which 


converſations, the King offered to make him a _ 


captain of horſe: an offer, which, in ſplenetic 
diſpoſitions, he always ſeemed ſorry to have refu- 
ſed; but at that time, he had reſolved within his 
on mind, to take orders, and during his whole liſe 

8 85 1 85 his 
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his reſolutions, like the decrees of fate, were im- 
moveable. Thus determined, he again went over 
into Ireland, and immediately enliſted himſelf under 
the banner of the Church. He was recommend- 
ed by Sir WILLI Au TEMPLE to Lord Caper, 
then Lord Deputy, who gave him the firſt vacan- 
cy, a prebend, of which the income was about an 
hundred pounds a year. SW1FT ſoon grew weary 
of this preferment : it was not ſufficiently conſide- 
rable, and was at fo great a diſtance from the me- 

tropolis, that it abſolutely deprived him ſrom that 
kind of converſation and ſociety, in which he de- 
lighted. He had been uſed to very different ſcenes 
in England, and had naturally an averſion to ſo- 
litude and retirement. He was glad therefore, to 
reſign his prebend in favour of a friend, and to re- 
turn to Sheene, where he lived domeftically as uſu- 
al, till the death of Sir WI ILI Au TRUrrz, 


who, beſides a legacy in money, left to him 


the care, and truſt of publiſhing his polthiimous 
works. 

As during my friend Sw1 r T's reſidence with Sir 
WitLiam TEMPLE, he became intimately ac- 
quainted with a Lady, whom he has diſtinguiſhed, 
and often Gaede) in his works, under the name 
of STELLA ; I cannot think, my Ha M, that it will 
be improper, to give you at once her hiſtory, al- 
though, according to the rules of biography, I 
ought perhaps to have delayed the account, till we 
arrived at that period of his life, when he marri- 
ed her: but as I may have occaſion to ſpeak of her 
in yarious parts of Sw1FT's works, and as his man- 
ner of living with her will ſhew you, how much 
he deviated from the common n order of men, I ſhall 


ful 
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fill up the reſt of my ther with her extraordinary 
ſto 

So ELLA'S real name was s Joawsov. She was the 
daughter of Sir WiLLiam TEmPLE's Steward, 
and the concealed but undoubted wife of Dr. 
SwIFT. Sir WILLIAM TEMPLE bequeathed her 
in his will one thouſand pounds, as an acknow- 
ledgment of her father's faithful ſervices. I can- 
not tell, how long ſhe remained in England, or 
. whether ſhe made more journeys than one to Jre- 
land after Sir WiLLIaM TEMPLE's death; but if 
my informations are right, ſhe was married to Dr. 
SwIFT in the year ſeventeen hundred and ſixteen, 
by Dr. As HE then biſhop of Clogher. 
_ STELLA, was a moſt amiable woman in mind, 
and perſon. She had an elevated underſtanding, 
with all the delicacy and ſoftneſs of her ſex. 


Her voice, however ſweet in itſelf, was ſtill ren- 


dered more harmonious by what ſhe ſaid. Her 
wit was poignant without ſeverity. Her man- 
ners were humane, polite, eaſy, and unreſerved. 
Wherever ſhe came ſhe attracted attention and 


eſteem. As virtue was her guide in morali- 3 


ty, ſincerity was her guide in religion. She was 
conſtant, but not oftentatious in her devotions. 
She was remarkably prudent in her converſation. 
She had great ſkill in muſic, and was perfectly 
well verſed in all the leſſer arts that employ a 
| lady's leiſure. Her wit allowed her a fund of 
rpetual chearfulneſs: her prudence kept that 
Chearfulnef within proper limits. She exactly an- 
ſwered the deſcription of PENELOPE | in How BR. 


A wo” 3 
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A woman lovelieſt of the lovely kind, VE 
In body perfect, and compleat in mind. 


Such was STELLA: yet with all theſe accom- 
pliſhments ſhe never could prevail upon Dr. SWIFT 

to acknowledge her openly as his wife. A great 
genius muſt tread in unbeaten paths, and deviate 

from the common road of life: otherwiſe, ſurely a 
diamond of ſo much luſtre might have been publicly 
produced, although it had been fixed within the 
collet of matrimony: but, the flaw, which in Dr. 
Swirr's eye reduced the value of ſuch a jewel, 
Was the ſervile ſtate of her father, who, as has 
been ſaid before, was a menial ſervant. to Sir 
William TEMPLE. Ambition and pride will, 

at any time, conquer reaſon and juſtice, and 
each larger degree of pride, like the larger fiſhes 

of prey, will devour all the leſs: thus the vani- 

ty of boaſting ſuch a wife was ſuppreſſed by the 

; greater vanity of keeping ſree from a low alliance. 
Ho Dr. SwirT and Mrs. Janxsowx continued the 
F ſame ceconomy of life after marriage, which | 
had purſued before it. They lived-in ſeparate | 
houſes ; he remaining at the deanery, ſhe, in lodg- 

ings at a diſtance from him, and on the other fide 

of the river Liffy. Nothing appeared in their 
behaviour inconſiſtent with decorum, or 

the limits of platonic love. They converſed like 
friends, but they induſtriouſſy took care, to ſum- 

mon witneſſes of their converſation: a rule to 
which they adhered fo ſtrictly, that it would be 
difficult, if not impaſſible, to prove they had ever 
been together without ſome third perſon. 


F * 29 99 * ww 


A con- 
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A conduct fo extraordinary in itſelf always gives 
room for various comments and reflexions ; but, 
however unaccountable this renunciation of mar- 
riage rights might appear to the world, it cer- 
tainly roſe not from any conſciouſneſs of too near 
a conſanguinity between him and Mrs. Johnson, 


although the general voice of fame was willing 
to make them both the natural children of Sir 


WILLIAM Tzu. Iam perſuaded, that Dr. 
Swirer was not of that opinion; becauſe, the 


ſame falſe pride that induced him to deny the 
legitimate daughter of an obſcure ſervant, might 
have prompted him to own the natural daughter 
of ſo eminent a man as Sir WiLLiam Te ur LE. 


There are actions of which the true ſources will 


never be diſcovered. This perhaps is one. I have | . 


told you the fact, in the manner I have received 


it from ſeveral of SwIirr's friends and relations, 


and I muſt leave you to make "OM own obſerva- 


tions upon it. 

Lou may imagine, that a woman of STELTLA'S 
delicacy muſt repine -at ſuch an extraordinary ſi- 
tuation. The outward honours, which ſhe re- 
ceived, are as frequently beſtowed upon a miſtreſs, 
as upon a wife. She was abfolutely virtuous, and 
yet was obliged to fubmit to all the appearan- 


ces of vice, except in the preſence of thoſe few 
2185. who were witneſſes of the cautious manner 


in which ſhe lived with her huſband, who ſcorn- 


ed, my HamiLToN, even to be married like 


any other man. 


__ Inward anxiety affected by degrees the calm- 3 
nefs of her mind, and the ftrength of her body. 


2 
. 
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| She began to decline in her health in the year ſe- 
venteen hundred and twenty four, and from the firſt 
| ſymptoms of decay, ſhe rather haſtened, than 
ſmhrunk back in the deſcent: tacitly pleaſed, to find 
her footſteps tending to that place, where they nei- 
ther marry, nor are given in marriage. She died to- 
wards the end of January, ſeventeen hundred and 
twenty ſeven, or eight, abſolutely deſtroyed by 
the peculiarity of her fate: a fate, which perhaps 
ſhe could not have incurred by an 2 with 
any other perſon in the world. 
My paper, my time, and every circumſtance, 
put me in mind of aſſuring you, an dear Hau- 
1 that I am, 


„ aur * ofefimate Father, 
ORRERY. 


$$0595950900060000009 
LETTER II. 


1 Join with you ad in thinking STELLA 
one of the moſt unfortunate of her ſex. Her ca- 
taſtrophe was ſuch as might have drawn pity from 
a breaſt leſs ſuſceptible of that paſſion than yours. In- 
Jurious treatment, diſappointed love, a long linger- 

ing illneſs, were all circumſtances of the melancho- 
y kind. Be not ſurprized, my Hamirtrox, when 
I cel vou, chat he never ſpoke of her without 5 


* 


is REMARKS ON THE LIFE | 


ſigh : for ſuch is the perverſeneſs of human nature 
that we bewail thoſe perfons dead, whom we treat- 
ed cruelly when living. But, I am making reflexi- 


ons, when I intended to write memoirs. Let us 


return to Swirr. 


Upon the death of Sir WII 11am Tinte he 5 


came to London, and took the earlieſt opportunity 


ol delivering a memorial to King WitL1am, un- 
der the claim of a promiſe made by his Majeſty ; 


to Sir WI IIIA Texris, That Mr. Swir r 
„ ſhould have the firſt vacancy, which might hap- 
pen among the prebends of Meſtmin Her or Can- 
< terbury.” The promiſes of kings are often a 
kind of chaſf, which the breath of a miniſter blow- 
eth, and ſcattereth away from the face of a court. 
The petition had no effect. It was either totally 
forgotten, or drowned amidſt the clamours of more 
urgent claims. From this firſt diſappointment, 


may probably be dated that bitterneſs towards kings, | 


and courtiers, which is to be found fo univerſally 
_ diſperſed throughout his works. 

After a long and fruitleſs attendance at IV hitehall, 
Sw er reluctantly gave up all thoughts of a ſettle- 
ment in E "gland. He had dedicated Sir Wir- 


LAM TzurLz's works to the King. The dedi- 


cation was neglected, nor did his Majeſty take the 
Jeaft notice of him after Sir Wittian Temp. r's 


death. What then was to be done? honour, or 
to uſe a properer word, pride hindered him from 


ſtaying long in a ſtate of ſervility and contempt. | 


He complied therefore with an invitation from 


r 


the Earl of BENK LEV (appointed one of the 


Lords Juſtices in Ireland) to attend him ab his 


chaplain, and privvns ſecretary. Lord Berxiey 
_ oy 


; 
x 


f 
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landed near Mater ford, and Mr. Sw1rrT acted as 
ſecretary during the whole journey to Dublin. 
But another of Lord BerxLEv's attendants, 


| whoſe name was Bos un, had, by this time inſinu- 
_ ated himſelf into the Earl's favour, and had whi/- 


pered to his Lordſhip, that the poſt of ſecretary 


was not proper for a clergyman, to whom only 


church preferments could be ſuitable or 2dvanta- 


geous. Lord BRK LEV liſtened perhaps too at- 


tentively to theſe inſinuations, and making ſome 
ſlight apology to Mr. Swir er, diveſted him of that 
ofhce, and beſtowed it upon Mr. Bus u. Here 
again was another diſappointment, and a freſh ob- 
ject of indignation. The treatment was thought 


injurious, and Sw1eT expreſſed his ſenſibility of it 


in a ſhort, but ſatyrical copy of verſes entitled The 
- However, during the government of the Earls 


of BERKLEY and GaLway, who were jointly 
Lords Juſtices of Ireland, two livings, Laracor and 


Rathbeggan, were beſtowed upon Mr. Swirr. 
The firſt of theſe rectories was worth about two 
hundred, and the latter about ſixty pounds a year, 
and they were the only church preferments that 
he enjoyed *till he was appointed Dean of St. Pa- 
trict's, in the year ſeventeen hundred and thirteen, 
As ſoon as he had taken poſſeſſion of his two 
livmgs, he went to reſide at Laracor, and gave 
public notice to his pariſhioners, that he would 
read prayers on every Wedneſday and Friday. Up- 
on the ſubſequent Wedneſday the bell was rung, 
and the Rector attended in his deſk, when after 
having ſat ſome time, and finding the congregation 
to conſiſt only of himſelf, and his clerk Roo ER, 
ike he 
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he began with great compoſure and gravity, but 
with a turn peculiar to himſelf, << Dearly beloved 


Rock R, the ſcripture moveth you and me in ſundry 


& places.” And then proceeded regularly through 
the whole ſervice. I mention this trifling circum- 


ſtance only to ſhew you, that he could not reſiſt a 


vein of humour whenever he had an opportunity 


of exerting it. 
_ have given you a particular example of his 
humour, let me give you a particular inſtance of 


his pride : eſpecially as it comes in 7 enough 
In point of time. _ 


Whilſt Swir r was chaplain to Lord BERK LE Y, 


| his only ſiſter, by the conſent and approbation of 
her uncles and relations, was married to a man in 
trade, whoſe fortune, character, and ſituation, 


| were eſteemed, by all her friends, ſuitable for 


her in every reſpect. But, the marriage was en- 
 firely diſagreeable to her brother. It ſeeined to 


interrupt thoſe ambitious views, which he had long 


| ſince formed: He grew outrageous at the thoughts 
of being brother-in-law to a  tradeſman. He ut- 
terly refuſed all reconciliation with his ſiſter, nor 
ever would liſten to the entreaties of his mother, 
who came over to Ireland, under almoſt a certainty 
of pacifying his anger, having, in all other reſ- 


peas, ever found him a dutiful, and obedient fon : 
but his pride was not to be conquered, and Mrs. 


Swirr finding her ſon inflexible, haſtened back 
to Leiceſter, where ſhe continued till her death. 


During his mother's life time, he ſcarce hos 1 


failed to pay her an annual viſit. But his 
ner of travelling was as ſingular as any other 


075 


ann 


r 


actions. He often went in a waggon, but more $ 
2 


| | able to his nature; otherwiſe I know not how to 
account for the many filthy ideas, and indecent 
_ expreſſions (I mean indecent in point of cleanli- 


neſs and delicacy) that will be found throughout a 
his works. 


. 


n 
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frequently walked from Holyhead to Leicefler, Lon- 
don, or any other part of England. He generally 


choſe to dine with waggoners, hoſtlers, and per- 


ſons of that rank ; and he uſed to lye at night in 
houſes where he found written over the door Lodg- 
ings for a penny. He delighted in ſcenes of low. 
life. The vulgar diale&t was not only a fund of 
humour for him, but I verily believe was accept- 


I need not tell you, that a ſtrict reſidence at 
Laracor, was not in the leaſt ſuitable to his diſ- 


poſition. He was perpetually making excurſions 


not only to Dublin, and other parts of Ireland, but 
into England, eſpecially to London. So ram 


a diſpoſition, occaſioned to him a conſiderable loſs. 


The rich deanery of Derry became vacant at this 


time, and was intended for him by Lord'Bz x x- 
' LEY, if Dr. K1xc, then Biſhop of Derry, and 


afterwards Archbiſhop of Dublin, had not interpoſ- 
ed: entreating with great earneſtneſs, that the 


deanery might be given to ſome grave and elderly 


Divine, rather than to ſo young a man ; ** becauſe” 
(added the Biſhop) the ſituation of Derry i is in 
e the midft of ns, and I ſhould be glad 
“ of a clergyman, who could be of aſſiſtance 


to me. I have no objection to Mr. SwirT. I 


* know him to be a ſprightly ingenious young 
man; but inſtead of reſiding, I dare ſay, he will 


be e eternally us backwards and forwards to- 
* | | 4 London, 


- REMARKS ON THE LIFE 


15 he and therefore I entreat, that he = be 
« provided for in ſome other place.” 
- SwiFT was accordingly ſet aſide on account of 
youth, but, as if his ſtars had deſtined to him a 
parallel revenge, he lived to ſee the Biſhop of Der- 


ry afterwards ſet aſide on account of age. That 


Prelate had been Archbiſhop of Dublin many years, 


and had been long celebrated for his wit and learn- 
ing, when Dr. LIN Ds EV, the Primate of Ireland 


died. Upon his death, Archbiſhop KinG imme- 
diately made claim to the Primacy, as a preferment 
to which he had a right from his ſtation in the ſee 
of Dublin, and from his acknowledged character 
in the church. Neither of theſe pretenſions were 


prevalent. He was looked upon as too far advan- 
ced in years to be removed. The reaſon alledged 


was as mortifying as the refuſal itſelf : but the 
Archbiſhop had no opportunity of ſhewing his re- 


ſentment, except to the new Primate Dr. Bol TER, 
whom he received at his own houſe, and in his 


dining parlour, without rifing from his chair, and 
to whom he made an apology, by ſaying, in his 


uſual train of wit, and with his uſual ſneering coun- 
tenance, My Lord, I am certain your Grace 


„ will forgive me, becauſe, You know, 1 am * 
ald to riſe.” 


In the year 1701, Swir r took his Doctors . 5 ; 


gree, and towards the latter end of that year, or 
according to our abſurd way of reckoning, in the 
year 175, King WILLIAM died. Queen Ann's 
ein wil epmancrae fame, and will probably afford 


me materials for more letters than one. The more 
the better, when in each of them I can aſſure u 
OY 4 


** 
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that your behaviour, as well as my own incli- \ 
nations oblige me to be, 


Your aff ctionate Father, 5 
. ORRERY. 
g= ge 05 Sen Dye og DF ice e g 


LETTER IV: 


PON the death of King WII IIAM, and the 
acceſſion of Queen Aviv, Dr. Swir r came 
into England. It cannot be denied, that the chief 
miniſters of that Queen, whether diſtinguiſhed un- 
der the titles of Whigs or Tories, of High Church 
or of Low Church, were, from the beginning to 
the end of her reign, encouragers of learning, and 
patrons of learned men. The wits and poets of 
that æra, were numerous and eminent. Amidſt 
the croud, yet * above the reſt, appeared Dr. 
SWIFT. 


Ipſe ante alios pulcherri mus omnes, 
nes ſe focium AMuneas, atque agmina . 


It will be impoſiible, in | mentioning the reign of | 
this Princeſs, or in writing memoirs of Dr. SwiFT, 
to avoid the frequent uſe of thoſe cant words 
. Whig and Tory, «© twg creatures, ſays a modern 
M author, * who are born with a ſecret antipathy 
to each other, and engage as naturally when they 
© meet, as the elephant and rhinoceros.” In a mix- 
ture of theſe two jarring animals conſiſted the firſt 


* 2 che Spectator, No. FO. 
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miniſtry of Queen Ann, but the greater ſhare of * 


the adminiſtration was committed to the Whigs, 
who, with indefatigable induſtry ſoon engroſſed the 
whole ; encloſing their Sovereign within their own 


f fortifications, and keeping her captive within their 
own walls. The Queen, whoſe heart was natu- 
rally inclined towards the Tories, remained an 


unwilling priſoner ſeveral years to the Whigs, 
till Mr. HARLEY, with a tory army, undermi- 
ned all the whiggiſh fortreſles, levelled their works 


to the ground, ſeized the Princeſs, and during the 
remainder of her life, ſurrounded, and defended her 


with a new ſet of troops under the command = 


the Duke of OR Mod p. 


Dr. SwiFT was known to the great 1 men of 1 
| each denomination : and although he ſoon attach- — 
ed himſelf openly to the Tories, it is certain 5 1 
- had been bred up, and educated with Whigs; at 
leaſt with ſuch, who, in the Lexicon of 3 EB 
may be found ranged under that title. His mo- 
tives for quitting the lower vallies of Whiggiſm, - 
for the higher regions of Toryiſm, appear through- | 

out his works. The- perſons who had now ſigna-- * 
lized themſelves as Whigs, had renounced thoſe 


principles by which the old Whigs were denoted, 


and had embraced ſeveral of thoſe tenets of which 
their forefathers had either a real, or a pretended _ 
abhorrence. The effects of power and ambition 
are extraordinary and boundleſs. They blind our 
faculties, they ſtagger our reſolution, and they ſub- 
vert our nature. Not all the metamorphoſes- of 
Ovi can produce a parallel equal to the — 2 
that appears in the ſame man, when from a Patriot 


he becomes a Courtier: yet it may be aſſemed, 
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and will redound to the honour of Dr. Swir r, 


that when he roſe into the confidence and eſteem 
of thoſe great men, who fat at the helm of affairs, 
during the laſt years of Queen Ax x's reign,. he 
ſcarce ever loſt himſelf, or grew giddy by the ple- 
nitude of power, and the 2 ſtation of fre- 
quently appearing in the confidence, and favaur of 


the reigning miniſter. He may have been carried 


away by inconſiderate paſſion, but he was not to 
be ſwayed by deliberate evil. He may have erred 
in judgment, but he was upright in intention. The 


welfare and proſperity of theſe kingdoms were the 


conſtant aim of his politics, and the immediate 


ſubject of his thoughts and writings. But as 
HaulLEr ſays, Something too much of this.“ 
Loet us continue therefore to trace the ſootſteps of 


his liſe; in which, ſcarce any circumſtance can be 
found material from che year ſeventeen hundred 


and two, till the change of the minittry in the yer 


ſeventeen hundred and ten. During this interval, 


he had worked hard within thoſe ſubterrareous 


paſſages, where, as has been hinted before, the 


mine was formed that blew up the whiggiſh 
ramparts, and opened a way for the Tories to the 


Queen. Sw1FT was to the Tories, what Cz5sar 
was to the Romans, at once a leader of their ar- 
mies, and an hiſtoriographer of their triumphs. 
He reſided very much in England: his inclinati- 


ons were always there. His intimacy with -Lord 


OxrorD commenced, as far as may be deduced 


| from his works, in October 1709. In 2 a pocm 
** written in the year 1713, he ſays, 


. 
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Tis (let me ſee) three years and more 


(October next it will be four) 4 


Since HARLEY bid me firſt attend, 
And choſe me for an humble friend. 


AND again in another poem written in the _ ; 


year, 


My Lord would carry on the jeſt, 

And down to Windſir take his gueſt. 
SwIr r much admires the place and air, 

And longs to be a Canon there. 

A Canon! that's a place too mean, 
No, Doctor, you ſhall be a Dean. 
Br this laſt quotati on, and by numberleſs other 
inſtances in his works, it ſeems undeniable that a : 
ſettlement in England was the unvaried object of 
Dr. Swirrt's ambition: fo that his promotion to a 


. deanery in Jreland, was rather a diſappointment . 


than a reward. In a letter to Mr. Gay, he ſays, 


* The beſt and greateſt part of my life, until theſe + 


| ce laſt eigbt years, 1 ſpent in England. There 1 


<< made my friexdfoips, and there 7 left my defir es. . 


% am condemned for ever to another country : *" | 


and in anſwer to a letter from Mr. Pope, who had | | 


offered incenſe to him, as to a tutelar ſaint in a 


wow of ſeparation, he writes thus. You are an 


4 ;[] catholich, or @&a wor ſe geographer, for I can © : 
* aſſure yon, Ireland is not paratiſe, and I appeal 5 


$* even to a Spaniſh divine, whether addreſſes uert 


* ever made to a friend in hell ar pur gatory v . 
1 ſhall cite no > other PoE: ; but you will ind 


; Lene V.Vol VII, ® LetterlV. Vol. = 


—.. .. ̃èĩ ,,, 2 


* > a miniſter of ſtate he ever appeared myſterious and 
; enigmatical, delivering his oracles, like the Del- 


„ preffons. 
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in his letters, many expreſſions to the ſame pur- 
rt. | | 8 | 
oy NG the various branches, into which 
Swirr's expanſive genius ſpread itſelf, thoſe pe- 
culiar talents of levelling his writings to the loweſt, | 
and ſuſtaining their dignity, to the higheſt capacity, 
were probably the original motives that attracted 
the Earl of OxrorD's friendſhip to him. In the 
year 1709, the character of Dr. Swirr, as an 
author, was perfectly eſtabliſhed : he had ſhewn 
abilities equal to thoſe attributed by Homer to | 
ULYSSES: he could appear a beggar _—_ beg- 
gars, and a king among kings. 
| From the year 1710, to the lateſt period of 
Queen Ann, we find him hghting on the ſide of 
the miniſters, and maintaining their cauſe in 
pamphlets, poems, and weekly papers. In one of 
his letters to Mr. Pope, he has this expreſſion, 
I have converſed in ſame freedom with more mini- 
fers of late, of all parties, than uſually happeneth 
to men of my level; and 1 confeſs, in their capacity 
--* miniſters, 1 look upon them as a race of peopli 
«© wheſe acquaintance no man would court otherwiſe 
„than on the ſcore of vanity or ambition. 
Lord Oxroxp, as a gentleman, and a ſcholar, 
might be open and unreſerved to Dr. Switzer, as 
far as his Lordſhip's nature would permit; but as 


phian Deity, in occult terms and n ex- 


bimſelf, han he is inreality to any other perſon. 
C2 Such 
« Letter IV Vol. VII. 


: Aux W appears of more N 4 - 


28 REMAR KS ON THE LIFE 


Such perhaps was the caſe of Dr. SWIFT. He 
found himſelf much indulged by the ſmiles, and 


converſation of the Earl of Ox ro RD. He 


knew how uſeful he was to the adminiſtration in 


general: and in one of his letters (I think the ſame 


which I have laſt quoted) he mentions, that the 
place of hiſtoriographer was intended for him ; but 
I am apt to ſuſpect that he flattered himſelf too 
highly : at leaſt it is very evident, that he remained 
without any preferment till the year 1712, when 


he was made Dean of St. Patricts. In point of 


power and revenue, ſuch a deanery might be 
_ eſteemed no inconſiderable promotion; but to an 
ambitious mind, whoſe perpetual aim was a ſettle- 
ment in England, a dignity in any other kingdom 


muſt appear (as perhaps it was deſigned) only an 
honourable, and profitable baniſhment. 


Bur, my HAMirrox, I will never hide the . 
8 of my ſentiments from you. I am much 


inclined to believe that the temper of my friend 
Swirr, might occaſion his Engliſh friends, to 


wiſh him happily and properly promoted, at a 
diſtance. His ſpirit, for I wauld give it the ſoſteſt 
name, was ever untractable. The motions of his 
genius \ were often irregular. He aſſumed more tho 
air of a patron, than of a friend, He affected ra- 
ther to dictate than adviſe, He was elated with 
the appearance of enjoying miniſterial confidence. 
He enjoyed the ſhadow : the ſubſtance was detain- 
ed from him. He was employed, not truſted; Þ 
and at the ſame time that he imagined himſelf a 
ſubtil diver, who. dextrouſly ſhot down into the 
rofoundeſt regions of politics, he was ſufferec 
only to ſound the een neareſt the ſhore, and 


Was 
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the top. Perhaps the deeper bottoms were too 
muddy for his inſpection. 


his diſappointment in an Engliſb biſhoprick. A diſ- 


by Dr. SHARPE, Archbiſhop of York, and by a 


had ſupported the aſperſion; and the Queen, upon 
kept himſelf indeed within ſome tolerable bounds, 
when he ſpoke of the Queen: but his indignation = 
ly than I can) call me away from my letter, a- F 


Lam, dear HANMIL TON, 


was ſcarce admitted to deſcend below the froth at 


By reflexions of this ſort, we may account for 


appointment which, he imagined, he owed to a 
joint application made againſt him to the Queen 


Lady of the higheſt rank and character. Arch- 
biſhop SHARE, according to Dr. Swirr's ac- 
count, had repreſented him to the Queen, as a 
perſon who was not a chriſtian; the great Lady 


ſuch aſſurances, had given away the biſhoprick, 
contrary to her Majefty's firſt intentions. SwWir r 


knew no limits, when he mentioned the Arch- 
biſhop, or the Lady. | 

Busintss and ceremony, (two commanders, 
that hope you will lift under, much more willing- 


though nothing can ever call away my tho | 
from you, or interrupt the tenderneſs with w ich 


Your n Father, 
ORRERY. 


C3 LETTER: 
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SOTDSPISSISISIPSOIIGSS | 


LETTER V. 


4 ' OST people, my dear Ham, are fond 
of a ſettlement in their native country: 
but Dr. SwIFT had little reaſon to rejoice in the 


land where his lot had fallen: for, upon his arri- : 


val in Ireland to take poſſeſſion of the deanery, he 
found the violence of party raging in that kingdom 
to the higheſt degree. The common people were 
taught to look upon him as a Jacobite, and they 
proceeded ſo far in their deteſtation, as to throw 
ſtones and dirt at him as he paſſed through the 
ſtreets. The chapter of St. Patrick's, like the 
reſt of the kingdom, received him with great re- 
Iuctance. They thwarted him in every point that 
he propoſed. He was avoided as a peſtilence. 
He was oppoſed as an invader. He was marked 
out as an enemy to his country. Such was his firſt 
reception as Dean of St, Patrick's. Fewer talents, *' 
and leſs firmneſs, muſt have yielded to fo outrage- 
ous an oppoſition, /e contra audentior ibat. He 


had ſeen enough of human nature, to be convinced, 


that the paſſions of low, ſelt-intereſted minds, ebb ' 
and flow continually. They love they know not *' 
whom, they hate they know not why: they are 
_ captivated by wards: guided by names: and go- 


verned by accidents. SACHEVERELL and the |, 
Church had been ofas a t ſervice to one party in 


the ; | 


„ | 
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the year 1710, as Popery and Slavery were to the 
other in the year 1713. But, to ſhew you the 
ſtrange revolutions in this world, Dr. Swirr, 
who was now the deteſtation of the Iriſb rabble, 
lived to be afterwards the moſt abſolute monarch 
over them that ever governed men. 

His firſt ſtep, was to reduce to reaſon and obe- 
dience his reverend brethren the chapter of St. 
Patrick's: in which, he ſucceeded fo perfectly, 
and ſo ſpeedily, that in a ſhort time aſter his ar- 
rival, not one member of that body offered ta 
contradict him, even in trifles. On the contrary, 
they held him in the higheſt reſpeR and veneration: 
ſo that he ſat in the Chapter-houſe, like JuriTeR 
in the Synod of the Gods. Whether fear or con- 
viction were the motives of ſo immediate a change» 
I leave you to conſider, but certain itis 


Viro Pbæbi chorus affurrexerit ann "% 


swirr made no . aftay in Freland, in the | 
year 1713, than was requiſite to eſtabliſh himſelf 


55 Deas, and to paſs through certain cuſtoms ; and 


formalities, or to uſe his own words, 


Through all vexations, 
Patents, Iaſtalments, Abjurations, 
Firſt Fruits, and Tenths, and Chapter-Treats, 


Dues, * Fees, Demands, and---Cheats, 


DvuRinG the time of theſe « ceremonies, he kept 
a conſtant correſpondence with his friends in Eng- 
land: all of whom were eminent, either in birth, 
Ration, or abilities. Among theſe, let me begin 


+ wh = with 
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with the name of Mr. Pope. The world hatly 
already ſeen a long ſeries of their correſpondence : 
but a remarkable letter of Mr. Pop E's having been 
lately communicated to me, and bearing date at 
the latter end of the year 1713, as I cannot 
part with the original, I will ſend you a very faith- 
ful copy of it. I ſhould firſt ſay, that it is in an- 
ſwer to one from SWIFT, wherein he had jocoſely 
made an offer to his friend of a ſum of money, ex 
cauſa religionis, or, in plain engliſn, to induce Mr. 
Pop to change his religion. The wit of the let- 
ter itſelf will excuſe all farther Commentaries. 


Binfield, December 8. 1713. 
81 R, 
OT to trouble you at Ne toit h a recital of 
all my obiigations to you, I ſhall only mention 
two things, which I take particularly kind of 
you : your defire that I ſhould write to you, and 


your propoſal of giving me twenty guineas to change 


my religion, which laſt you muſt give me leave 10 
make the ſubjett of this letter. 

SURE no clergyman ever offered fe much out of 
| his own purſe for the ſake of any religion. *Tis 
almoſt as many pieces of gold, as an Apoſtle could get 
of ſilver from the prieſts of old, on a much more va- 
luable conſideration. I believe it will be better worth 
my while to propoſe a change of my faith by ſubſcrip- 
tien, than a tranſlation of HoMER. And to con- 


vince you, how well diſpoſed I am to the reformation, I 


Lord 
fums 


ſhall be content, if you can prevail with. 
Treaſurer, and the miniſtry, to riſe tothe ſa 


each of them on this pious account, as my Lord 


HaLLiFai bas done on the prophane one. Tam 
2 | 3 afraid 


* * * en. 


r 
e 
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afraid there's no being at once a poet anda goed Chriſli- 
an, and I am very much ſtraitned between two, while 


the Whigs ſeem willing to contribute as much, ts 


continue nie the one, as you would,: to make me the 


other, But, if you can move every man in the go- 
vernment, who has above ten thouſand pounds a year, 
to ſubſeribe as much as yourſelf, I ſball become a con- 
vert, as m1/t men do, when the LoRD turns it to my 
intereſt. I hnow they have the truth of religion ſo much. 
at heart, that they'd certainly give more to bave one 
good ſubjeft tranſlated from popery to the church of 


England, than twenty heatheniſb authors out of any 


unknown tongue mito ours. I therefore commiſſion 


you, Mr. Dzan, with full authority, to tranſuct 


this affair in my name, and to propoſe as 2 


Fir, that as to the bead of our church, the Pape, I 


may engage ta. renounce his power, e 1 hall. I 


receive any particular indulgences from the head of 


your church, the Queen. 


AS to communion in a lind, T all alf a 
to change it for , communion in beth „ 45 Joon 


as the miniſtry will allow me. 


FOR invacations to ſaints, mine Hall be farned . 


to dedications to /,  fenners, when I. ſhall find the great N 


ones of this world as willing to do me any good, 1 


_ believe thoſe of the other are. 


YOU ſee I ſhall not be obſtinate in the main points; 
but there is one article I muſt reſerve, and which © 


you ſeemed not unwilling to allow me, prayer forthe 


dead. There are people to whoſe ſouls I wiſh as well, 


as to my own; and I muſt crave leave, humbly to 


lay before them, that thaugh the ſubſcrit tions above- 


mentioned will ſuffice fer my/clf,, there are neceſſary 


be tes and additions, go” 1 muſt demand en 


5 the 
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the ſcore of this charitable article. It is alſo to be 


conſidered, that the greater part of thoſe, whoſe fouls 
lam moſt concerned for, were unfortunately heretics, 


ſebiſmaties, poets, painters, or perſons of ſuch lives 


and manners, as few or no churches are willing to 


ſave. The expence will therefore be the greater, to 


mate an efſeftual proviſion for the ſaid ſouls. 

OLD Dxvptn, though a Roman Catnelic, 
evas a feet, and 'tis revealed in the viſions of ſome 

ancient ſaints, that no poet was ever ſaved under 

ſeme hundred of maſſes. I cannot ſet his deli * 
purgatory at lefs than fifty pounds flerling. - ; 

Wals EH teas not only a Socinian, but (what 1 
youll own is harder to be ſaved) a Whig. He can- 
not modeflly be rated at leſs than an handred. 

L' EST RANGE, being a Tory; we compute him 
but at twenty pounds, which I hope no friend of the 
party can deny to give, to keep him from damning in 
the next life, confidering they never gave him fixpence 
1 keep him from flarving in tbis. 

ALL this together amount to one ; hundred ang 

| ſeventy pounds. | 1 

IN the next place, 1 muſt tefire 3 50 dats, 
that there are ſeveral of my friends yet living, whom 
Tt ach Mn, Gop willing, to outlive, in confideration of 
legacies ; out of which it is a doftrine in the reform- 
ed church, that not a farthing Heal. be allowed to your 
their ſouls who gave _ 

THERE is one, , robo will FA within 
theſe few months, with ***®®®#® ang Afr. Jervas, 
who hath grievouſly offended in making the likeneſs of 

almoſt all things in heaven above and earth below, 
Aud one Mr. Gav, an unhapfy youth, who writes | 
paftorals during the time of divine ſervice, whoſe "> 


<q 'E 


þ 
p 
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caſe is the more deplarables as be bath miſerably la- 


' wiſhed away all that fever he ſheuld have reſerved 


for his ſoul's health, in buttons and loops for his coat, 

I CAN'T pretend to have theſe people honeſtly 
ſaved under ſome bundrgd pounds, whether you con- 
Ader the difficulty of ſuch a wark, or the extreme love 
and tenderneſs I bear them, which will infallibiy make. 
me puſb this charity as far as I am able. There is 
but one more toboſe ſalvation I inſyt upon, and then 1 
have done : but indeed it may prove of ſo much greater 
charge than all the reſt, that I will only lay the cafe 
before you and the miniſtry, and leave to their pru- 
dence and generoſity, what ſum they Hall think fit to 
beſlow upon it. 


THE perſon I mean, is Dr. SwirT a - 


fied clergyman, but ane, who, by his ewn canfeſſnou, © 


has compoſed more libels than ſermons. 1f it be true, 


| what I have heard often affirmed by innocent people, 


That too much wit is dangerous to ſalvation, this un- 
te gentleman muſt certainly be damned to all 


eternity. But, I bepe his” tony © experiente in the : 


world, and frequent conver ſation with great men, 
will cauſe him (as it be fome others) to have leſs 
and leſs wit every day. Beit as it will, 1 auld 
not think my oton foul — to be ſaved, if I did 


not endeaunur to ſave his; for I have all the obliga- 


tions in nature to him. He has brought me into bet- 


ter company than I cared for, made me merrier when 
Twas fick than I had a mind to be, and pat u 


mating poems on purpoſe, that he might alter them, &c. : 


1 ONCE thought I could never have diſcharged 
my debt to hi; indnefs but have lately been informed, 


_ fo my unſpeakable comfort, that I have more than 


paid it all. Far Moxszun DE MonTAGNE 
| | fas 
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has aſſured me, ** that the perſon who receives a be- 
* nefit, obliges the giver :"* for ſince the chief endea- 
vour of one friend is to do good to the other, he who 
adminiſters bath the matter and occaſion, is the man 
whois liberal. At this rate it is impoſſible Dr. Sw ir r 
ſhould be ever out of my debt, as matters ſtand alrea-- 
4, and, for the future, he = expect daily more 
obligations from — 
his moſt faithful, ow 


A. Porz. 


Hk finiſhed the Raye of the Lock, but I be- 
live I may ftay here till Chriſtmas, without hindrance 
| of leſaſi. 


I the rats year 1714, Swirr re- 
turned to England. He ſound his great friends, 
who ſat in the ſeat of power, much diſunited among 
themſelves. He ſaw the Queen declining in her 
health, and diſtreſſed in her ſituation : while fac- 
tion was exerting itſelf, anc gathering new ſtrength 
every day. The part which he had ta act upon 
this occaſion, was not ſo difficult, as it was di- 
agreeable. He exerted the utmoſt of his {kill to re- 
unite the miniſters, and to cement the apertures of | 
the ſtate. I could deſcend into very minute parti- 
culars, were I to tell you whatT have heard him ſa 
upon this occaſion : but, my deareſt Ham, let me | 
ſpeak to you with my uſual ſincerity. We are at 
preſent too near that æra, and have had too many, | 
unexpected conſequences from it, either to judge 
impartially 


AND WRITINGS OF Ds. SWIFT. 45 

impartially, or to write undauntedly, of thoſe tem- 
ous times. Be contented if I tell you, that 
as ſoon as SWIFT found his pains fruitleſs, his ar- 
guments unavailing, and his endeavours, like the 

ſtone of SYs1PHUs, rolling back upon himſelf, he 
retired to a friend's houſe in Berkſhire, where he 
remained till the Queen died. So fatal a cataſtro- 
phe, put a final period to all his views in England, 


and made him return, as faſt as poſſible, to his 


deanery in Ireland, loaded with thoſe : 

paſſions, grief and diſcontent. I am forry-to leave 
him in ſo uneaſy a ſituation, but I muſt * 
ſubſcribe myſelf, 


Tour ofetionate mn | 
ORRERY. 


. 
LETTER VI. 


„E are now, dear HAI Trou, no longer 


to behold Dr. Swi yr of any importance 
in England: his hopes there are cruſhed for ever: 
his miniſterial friends are degraded, baniſhed, or 
” impriſoned. Indecent rage, ſanguinary zeal, and 
ill-tempered loyalty revelled at large throughout 
the three kingdoms, eſpecially in Ireland, where. 
duels were fought almoſt every week, and where 
the peſt was ſouniverſal, that the ladies were as vio- 
lent as the gentlemen. Even children at ſchool 
* for Kings, inſtead of fighting for apples. 
As 
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As Sw1FT was known to have been attached to A 


the Queen's laſt miniſtry, to have written againſt 
the Whigs, and “t have oiled many a ſpring which 
«© HarLEy moved,” he met with frequent indig- 


nities from the populace, and indeed was equally 


abuſed by perſons of all ranks and denomina- 
tions. Such a treatment ſoured his temper, 
confined his acquaintance, and added bitter- 
neſs to his ſtyle: and, ſince the ſuture part of 
his life and writings is to differ, in all circumſtances, 
ſo widely from the paſt, ſince his ſtudies and com- 
panions, his politics and his cuſtoms, are now to be 
altered and exchanged for new habits, new friends, 
new ambition, and a new world, ſuffer me, my 
_ Ham to take a general review of him as an au- 
thor. 

Ir we conſider his proſe Saks, we ſhall find a 
certain maſterly conciſeneſs in their ſtyle, that hath 
never been equalled by any other writer. The 
truth of this aſſertion will more evidently appear, 
by comparing him with ſome of the authors of his 


own time. Of theſe Dr. TI ILorsox, and Mr. Ap- 
DISON, are to be numbered among the moſt emi- 6 


nent. ApD1$0N hath all the powers that can cap- 


tivate and improve: his diction is eaſy, his periods F 
are well turned, his expreſſions are flowing, and 
his humour is delicate. TiLLoTs»N is nervous, 


grave, majeſtic, and perſpicuous. We muſt join 
both theſe characters together to form a true idea 


of Dr. Swi rr: yet as he outdoes Ap DI ON in hu- 
mour, he excels T1LLorsoN in perſpicuity. The 


Archbiſhop indeed confined himſelf to ſubjects re- 
lative to his proſeſſion: but App1:ox and SwiFr 
ae more ditruſwe writers. They continually vary 
in 
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in their manner, and treat different topics in a dif- 

ferent ſtyle. When the writings of ApD1s0N ter- 

minate in party, he loſes himſelf extremely, and 

from a delicate, and juſt comedian, deviates into 

one of the loweſt kind. Not ſo Dr. Swirr: he 


like a maſterly gladiator, He wields the 
ſword of party with eaſe, juſtneſs and dexterity ; 


| and-while he entertains the ignorant and the vulgar, 


he draws an equal attention from the learned and 


the great. When he is ſerious, his gravity becomes 
him. When he laughs, his readers muſt laugh 
with him. But, what ſhall be ſaid for his love of 
_ trifles, and his want of delicacy and decorum ? 


Errors, that if he did not contract, at leaſt he en- 


creaſed in Ireland. They are without a parallel. 


I hope they will ever remain ſo. The firſt of them, 
aroſe merely from his love of flattery, with which 
he was daily fed in that l. ingdom: the ſecond, pro- 
ceeded from the miſanthropy of his diſpoſition, 
which induced him peeviſhly to debaſe mankind, 


and even ty ridicule huma1 nature itſelf. Politics 
were his favourite topic, as they gave him an oppor- 
| tunity of gratifying his ambition, and thirſt of 


power: yet in this road, he has ſeldom continued 
long in one path. He has written miſcellaneouſly, 
and has choſen rather to appear a wanderingcomet, 
than a fixed ſtar. Had he applied the faculties of 
his mind to one great, and uſeſul work, he muſt 
have ſhined more gloriouſly, and might have en- 


lightened a — planetary — in the political 
world, 


Tas 
See the papers intitled the Freeholder. 
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Tur poetical performances of Dr. Swirr 
ought to be conſidered as occaſional poems framed 
either to pleaſe, or vex ſome particular perſons. 
We muſt not ſuppoſe them deſigned for poſterity : 
if he had cultivated his genius in that way, he muſt 
certainly have excelled, eſpecially in Satyr. We 
fec fine ſketches, in ſeveral of his pieces : but he 
ſeems more deſirous to inform, and ſtrengthen his 
mind, than to indulge the luxuriancy of his imagi- 
nation. He chooſes to diſcover, and correct er- 
rors in the works of others, rather than to illuſtrate 
and add beauties to his own. Like a ſkilful artiſt, 


he is fond of probing wounds to their depth, and of 
enlarging them to open view. He prefers cauſtics, 


 whiga erode proud fleſh, to ſofter balſamics, which 
give more immediate eaſe. He aims to be ſeverely 
uſeful, rather than politely engaging: and as he was 
either not formed, or would not take pains to ex- 


cel in poetry, he became, in ſome meaſure, ſupe- 


rior to it ; and aſſumed more the air and manners 
of a critic, than of a poet. Had he lived in the 
| ſame age with Hor act, he would have approached 


nearer to him, than any other poet: and if we 
may make an allowance for the different courſe of 


ſtudy, and different form of government, to which 
each of theſe great men were ſubject, we may ob- 
ſerve, in ſeveral inſtances, a ſtrong reſemblance 
between them. Both poets are equally diſtinguiſhed 
for wit and humour. Each diſplays a peculiar fe- 
licity in dition : but, of the two, Hot ACE is the 


more elegant and delicate: while he condemns, he 


leaſes. SWIFT takes pleaſure in giving pain: 
The diſſimilitude of their tempers might be owing 
to the different turns in their fortune. SY er 
1 early 
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early formed large views of ambition, and was diſ- 
appointed. Horace, from an exiled low ſtate, 


roſe into affluence, and enjoyed the favour and 
friendſhip of AuGusTUs. Each poet was the de- 
light of the principal perſons of his age. Cum mag- 


nis vixifſe was not more applicable to Hor ace, 


than to SwiFT. They both were temperate ; 


both were frugal ; and both were of the ſame Epi- 


curean taſte. Horace had his LVDIA, SwiFrT 


had his VAN ESSA. Ho ac had his Mecznas, 


and his AcRIT PA. SWIFT had his OxForD and 
his BoLINOGBROK E. Honk Ac had his VI ROG II, 
SWIFT had his Pops. 5 > 

AFTER the great Names, which I have juſt 


now mentioned, it is matter of eee, to 
find the ſame parker, who had enjoyed the higheſt, 
and the beſt converſation, equally delighted with 
the loweſt and the worſt: and yet it is certain, 
that from SwiFT's ſettlement in Dublin as Dean 
of St. Patricts, his choice of companions in ge- 


neral ſhewed him of a very depraved taſte. 
 FRoM the year ſeventeen hundred and fourteen, 


till he appeared in the year twenty, a champion for 


Ireland againſt Wood's halfpence, his ſpirit of po- 


| litics, and of patriotiſm, was kept almoſt cloſely 
_ confined within his own breaſt. Idleneſs and tri- 


fles engroſſed too many of his hours: fools and ſy- 
cophants too much of his converſation. However, 
let me obſerve to you, that the treatment which he 


received, after the death of Queen Ax x, was al- 


moſt a ſufficient reaſon to jultify a contempt, if 


not an abhorrence of the human race. He had 
bravely withſtood all hoſtile indignities, during the 


life-time of that Princeſs; but when the whole ar- 
| my 
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my of his friends were not only routed, but taken 
priſoners, he dropt his ſword, and retired into his 
fortification at Dublin, from whence he ſeldom ſtir- 
red beyond the limits of his own garden, unleſs in 
great indulgence to ſome particular favourites. 

His attendance upon the public ſervice of the 


church was regular and uninterrupted : and indeed 


regularity was peculiar to him in all his actions, 
even in the greateſt trifles. His hours of walking 


and reading never varied: His motions were guided 


by his watch, which was fo conſtantly held in 
his hand, or placed before him upon his table, that 


he ſeldom deviated many minutes, in the daily re- 
volution of his exerciſes and employments. His 
works from the year 1714, to the vear 1720, are 


few in number, and of ſmall i importance. Poems to 


STEeLLA, and trifles to Dr. SHERIDAN, fill up a. 


great part of that period. 


In the year 1720, he began to re-aſſume, i in 
ſome degree, the character of a political writer. A 


ſmall pamphlet in defence of the Iriſh manufuctures, 


was, I believe, his firſt eſſay (in Treland) in that 
kind of writing; and to that pamphlet, he owed 
the turn of the popular tide in his favour . His 
ſayings of wit and humour had been handed about, 
and repeated from time to time among the people. 
They had the effect of an artful preſace, and had 


pre- engaged all readers in his favour. They were 
adapted to the under ſtanding, and pleaſed the ima- 


gination of the vulgar: and he was now looked up- 


on in a new light, and diſtinguiſhed by the title of . 


THE DEAN. 


4 See Letter 16th. 
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THe flux and reflux of popular love and hatred 
are equally violent. They are often owing to ac- 


cidents, but ſometimes to the return of reaſon, 


which, unaſſiſted by education, may not be able to 
guide the lower claſs of people, into the right tract 
at the beginning, but will be ſufficient to keep them 
in it, when experience has pointed out the road. 
The pamphlet, propoſing the univerſal uſe of 1-1 


manufactures within the Kingdom, had captivated 
all hearts. Some little pieces of Poetry to the ſame 


purpoſe, were no leſs acceptable and engaging. The 
attachment which the Dean bore to the true in- 
tereſt of Ireland, was no longer doubted. His pa- 
triotiſm was as manifeſt as his wit. He was looked 
upon with pleaſure and reſpect, as he paſſed through 
the ſtreets : and he had attained ſo high a degree of 
popularity, as to became an arbitrator in the diſputes 


of property among his neighbours : nor did any 
man dare to appeal from his opinion, or to mur- 


mur at his decrees. = 
Burr the popular affection, which the Dean bad 

hitherto acquired, may be ſaid not to have been 

univerſal, till the publication of the DRAPIER's 


letters, which made all ranks, and all profeſſions 
unanimous in his applauſe. The occaſion of thoſe 


letters was a ſcarcity of copper coin in Ireland, to 


ſo great a degree, that for ſome time paſt the chief 


manufacturers throughout the kingdom, were obli- 
ged to pay their workmen in pieces of tin, or in other 


| tokens of ſuppoſititious value. Such a method was 


very diſadvantageous to the lower Parts of traſſic, 
and was in general an impediment to the commerce 
of the ſtate. To remedy this evil, the late King 


| a patent to WILLIAM Woop, to coin, 


—_— 
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during the term of fourteen years, farthings and 


halfpence in England for the uſe of Ireland, to the : 


value of a certain ſum ſpecified. Theſe halfpence 
and farthings were to be received by thoſe perſons, 
who would voluntarily accept them. But the pa- 
teat was thought of ſuch dangerous conſequence to 
the public, and of ſuch exorbitant advantage to the 
patentee, that the De an, under the character of 
M. B. DRA IER, wrote a letter to the people, 
warning them not to accept Woop's halfpence and 
farthings as current coin. This firſt letter was 


fiicceeded by ſeveral others to the ſame purpoſe, 


all which are inſerted in his works. 

Ar the ſound of the Daaoyrer's trumpet, a 
ſpirit aroſe among the people, that, in the eaſtern 
phraſe, was like unto a tenipeſt in the day of the 
whir/wind, Every perſon of every rank, party, 
and denomination, was convinced, that the ad- 
miſſion of Wood's copper muſt prove fatal to the 
commonwealth. The Papiſt, the Fanatic, the 


Tory, the Whig, all liſted themſelves volunteers 


under the banner of M. B. D&arplER, and were 
all equally zealous to ſerve the common cauſe. 


Much heat, and many fiery ſpeeches againſt the 


adminiſtration, were the conſequence of this union: 
nor had the flames been allayed, notwithſtanding 


threats and proclamations, had not the coin been 
totally ſuppreſſed, and had not Woop withdrawn | 


his patent. | 


Tais is the moſt ſuccin account that can be 


given of an affair, which alarmed the whole 1ri/b 


nation to a degree, that in a leſs loyal kingdom 
muſt have fomented a rebellion : but the ſtedfaſt 
loyalty of the Iriſb, and their true devotion to the 

| | preſent 
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preſent royal ſamily is immoveable : and although 


this unfortunate nation may not hitherto have 


ſound many diſtinguiſhing marks of favour and in- 
duigence from the throne, yet it 1s to be hoped, in 


time they may meet with their reward. 


THE name of AUGUSTUs was not beſtowed 
upon Ocr Avius CAsSAR with more univerſal 
approbation, than the name of THE DRAPIER 
was beſtowed upon THE DEAN. He had no 


ſooner aſſumed his new cognomen, than he became 
the idol of the people of Ireland to a degree of de- 
votion, that in the moſt ſuperſtitious country 


ſcarce any idol ever obtained, Libations to his 


health, or, in plain engliſh, bumpers, were poured 


forth to the D AP1ER as /argeand as frequent, as 
to the glorious and immortal Memory of King W 11- 
LIAM the third. His e:Tgies were painted in 


every ſtreet in Dublin. Acclamations and vows 


ſor his proſperity attended his footſteps wherever 


he paſſed. He was conſulted in all Points relating 
to domeſtic policy in general, and to the trade of 


Ireland in particular: but he was more immedi- 
ately looked upon as the legiſlator of the weavers, 
who frequently came in a body, conſiſting of fifty 
or ſixty chieftains of their trade, to receive his ad- 
vice, in ſettling the rates of their manuſactures, 


and the wages of their Journeymen. He received 


their addreſſes with leſs majeſty than ſternneſs, and 


ranging his ſubjects in a circle round his parlour, 


ſpoke as copioufly, and with as little difficulty and | 


_ heſitation, to the ſeveral points in which they ſup- 


plicated his affiſtance, as if trade had been the only 
ſtudy and employment of his life. When cleRions 
were depending for the city of Dublin, many cor- 

porations 
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porations refuſed to declare themſelves, till they 
had conſulted his ſentiments and inclinations, 
which were punctually followed with equal chear- 
fulneſs and ſubmiſſion. In this ſtate of power, 
and popular love and admiration, he remained til} 
he loſt his ſenſes: a loſs which he ſeemed to fore- 
ſee, and prophetically lamented to many of his 
friends •„ 0 
I HAVE now conducted the Dean through the 
moſt intereſting circumſtances of his life, to the 
fatal period wherein he was utterly deprived of rea- 
ſon. If your curioſity leads you to enquire into the | 
particulars of that misfortune, it muſt be the ſub- 
| jet of ſome future letter: for, at preſent, I think 
it is time to indulge myſelf in afturing you, that T 
am with an inexpreflible warmth of heart, my 
dear HAMILTON, DE 


Your moſt affeftionate Father, 
ORRERY. 
S e 

LETTER MM. 


y dear HAauILTox, [- 


© 7 OU ſeem not only deſirous, but impatient, F 
= that I ſhould paſs criticaily thorough all the I 
works of my friend 9W1FT. Your requeſt is un- 


L ** 
reaſonable if you imagine, that I muſt ſay ſome-, * 


thing upon every individual performance. There 
are ſome pieces that I deſpiſe, others chat I loath, f 
. wr 
+ gee Leiter XXI. 


- I fhall avoid as much as poſſible any annotations 


his pen: but I have no delight in thoſe kind of 


to be admired. The edge of wit will always remain 
keen, and its blade will be bright and ſhining, when 
the ſtone, upon which it has been whetted, is 


and thoſe giants of power, who gorge themſelves 
ly from ſeli-love, or ill- nature: the one, is writ- 
juſtice, and encouraged not only by the voice of 


the people, but by the principles of morality: the 


_ applauded by flattery. At the ſame time that I ſay 
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but many more that delight and improve me: and 
theſe laſt ſhall be diſcuſſed particularly. The ſor- 
mer are not wotthy of your notice, They are of 
no farther uſe than to ſhew us, in general, the er- 
rors of human nature: and to convince us, that 
neither the height of wit, nor genius, can bring a 


man to ſuch a degree of perieCtion, as vanity would 
often prompt him to believe. | 


In a diſquiſition of the fort which you require, | 


upon that kind of ſatyr, in which the Dean indulg- 
ed himſelf againit particular perſons: moſt of 
whom it is probable provoked his rage by their 
own miſconduct, and conſequently owed to their 
own raſhneſs the wounds which they received from 


writings, except for the ſake of the wit, which, 
cither in general, or in particular ſatyr, is equally 


worn out, or thrown aſide and forgotten. Perſo- 
nal ſatyr againſt evil magiſtrates, corrupt miniſters, 


with the entrails of their country, is different from 
that perſonal ſatyr, which too often proceeds mere- 


ten in defence of the public, the other, in defence 
of ourſelves. The one, is armed by the ſword of 
other, is dictated by paſſion, ſupported by pride, and 


this, I think every man of wit has a right to laugh 
| | at 
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at fools, who give offence, or at coxcombs, who 
are public nuſances. SWIFT indeed has left no 
weapon of ſarcaſm untried, no branch of ſatyr 
uncultivated : but while he has maintained a per- 
petual war againſt the mighty men in power, he has 
remained invulnerable, if not victorious. 
UPon a review of the Dean's writings, it can- 
not be ſufficiently lamented, that there is no Juſt, 
or perfect edition of his works. FAULKNER'S 
edition, at leaſt the four firſt volumes of it 
(for there are now eight) were publiſhed, by the 
permiſſion and connivance, if not by the par- 


ticular appointment of the Dean himſelf. But 
the ſeveral pieces are thrown together without any 


order or regularity whatever : fo that like the an- 


cient chaos which contained an immenſe collection 


of various treaſures, they remain in their ſtate of 
confuſion rudi: indigeſlague moles and yet the in- 
coherency of ſituation is perhaps one of the moſt 
excuſable ſaults in the collection: ſor the materials 
are of ſo different, and ſo incongruous a nature, 


that it ſeems as if the author, (who was in reality 


the editor) imagined the public under an abſolute 


neceſſity of accepting the baſeſt coin from the ſame 


hand, that had exhibited the pureſt. Surely the 
idle amuſements of a man's private and domeſtic 
life, are not to be ſent forth as ſufficient entertain- 
ments for the witty or the learned. Poſthumous 
works indeed are ofien worthleſs and improper, 
from the ill judged zeal of 1 ignorant executors, or 
imprudent friends: but, a living author remains 
without excuſe, who either wilfully, or wantonly 
impoſcs upon the world. 


Tue © 


n 
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Tux Engliſh edition of Sw1ir T's works I have 


| ſcarce ſeen; and I have had little inclination to ex- 


amine it, becauſe I was acquainted with the Dear, 


at the time when FaurLKkneR's editien came out, 
and therefore muſt always look upon that copy as 


moſt authentic; well knowing that Mr. Fa uIk- 


ER had the advantage of printing his edition, by 


the conſent and approbation of the author himſelf. 
The four firſt volumes were publiſhed by ſubſcrip- 
tion, and every ſheet of them was brought to the 
Dean for his reviſal and correction. The two next 


were publiſhed in the ſame manner. The ſeventh 


volume was printed from a number of ſurreptitious 
letters publiſhed. in England: and the eighth vo- 


lume did not come out till after the Dean's death. 
In ͤ the publication of the ſix firſt volumes, the ſitu- 


ation and arrangement of each particular piece, in 
verſe and proſe, was leſt entirely to the editor. 
In that point, the Dean either could not, or would 


not give him the leaſt aſſiſtance, The dates were 


often, gueſſed at, and every ſcrap was thruſt into the 
parcel that might augment the collection. Such a 
conduct has been productive of a confuſion that 


offends the eye, and miſleads the underftanding. 


We have leſs pleaſure in looking at a palace built 
at different times, and put together by ignorant 


workmen, than in viewing a plain regular buildin 


compoſed by a maſterly hand in all the beauty of 

ſymmetry and order. The materials of the former 
may be more valuable, but the ſimplicity of the 
latter is more acceptable. For health and exerciſe 
who would not chuſe rather to walk upon a plat- 
form than in a labyrinth? or, who does not 


With to ſee an edition of dw] IF T's works becom g 


the 


D 
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the genius, and dignity of the author? When fuch © 
an edition is undertaken, I ſhould hope that all the 
minutiæ of his idle hours might be entirely exclud. 
ed: or atleaſt placed, like out buildings, at a cd. 
ſtance ſrom the chief edifices of ſtate. | | 
Sw1FT, was naturally fond of ſeeing his works 4 

in print, and he was encouraged in this fondneſs by 
his friend Dr. SHERIDAN, who had the cacoethet | 
ſeribendi, to the greateſt degree, and was continu- 
ally letting off ſquibs, rockets, and all forts of little 
fireworks from the preſs: by which means he of. 
ſended many particular perſons, who, although 
they ſtood in awe of SWIFT, held SHezIDan i 
defiance, The truth is, the poor Doctor by na- 5 | 
ture the moſt peaceable, inoffenſive man alive, wa 
in a continual ſtate of warfare with the minor poets, _ 
and they revenged themſelves, or, in the ſtyle f 
Mr. Bays, often gave him flaſh for flaſh, and /ing. 
ed his feathers. The affection between THESE uvs 
and PeR1THOUS was not greater than the affection 
between SwIr r and SHERIDAN: but the friend- _ 
ſhip that cemented the two antient heroes probably _ pr 
commenced upon motives very different from thoſe 41 
which united the two modern divines, As ina C2 


„ * 
' bt c 


enen 


| former letter, I drew a picture of Swirr's wife. 41 
let me here give you ſome ſketches of SIT I 1 [ ſe 
friend. his 


Dn. SHERIDAN was a frhookingfler, and in to 
many inſtances, perfectly well adapted for that la. fol 
tion. He was deeply verſed in the Greek and Ro- Wo” 

man languages; and in their cuſtoms and antiqui- | 


ties. He had that kind of good-nature, which ab 
(ence of mind, indolence of body, and carclebnell a 


EE 
Letter II. page 14. 8857 * 
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of fortune produce: and although not over ſtrict 


in his own conduct, yet he took care of the mo- 


rality of his ſcholars, whom he ſent to the Uni- 


verſity remarkably well grounded in all claſſical 


learning, and not ill inſtructed in the ſocial duties 


of life. He was flovenly, indigent, and chearful. 


He knew books much better than men: and he 
knew the value of money leaſt of all. In this ſi- 


tuation, and with this diſpoſition, Sw ir r faſtened 
upon him, as upon a prey with which he intended 


to regale himſelf, whenever his appetite ſhould 


prompt him. SHERIDAN therefore was kept con- 


ſtantly within his reach: and the only time he was 
permitted to go beyond the limits of his chain, was 
to take poſſeſſion of a living in the county of Caric, 
which had been beſtowed upon him by the then 

Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, the preſent Earl of 
Granville, SHERIDAN, in one fatal moment, or 


by one fatal text, effected his own ruin. You will 
find the ſtory told by Sw:1FT himſelf, in the fourth 


volume of his works *: ſo that here I need only 
tell you, that this ill-ſtarred, good-natured, im- 
provident man returned to Dublin, unhinged from 
all favour at court, and even baniſhed from "the 


| caftle. But ftill he remained apunſter, a quibbler, 


2 fiddler, and a wit. Not a day paſſed without a 
rebus, an anagram, or a madrigal. His pen and 
his fiddle-ſtick were in continual motion ; and yet 
to little or no purpoſe, if we may give credit to the 


: following. verſes, which ſhall ſerve as the concl 


of his poetical character. 5 
3 7 Yan. With 
y Page 289. In a pamphletentitled, A Vindication 


of his xcellency Joun Lord CaRTENET from the 
* charge of favouring none but Tories, High Church- 
© men, and Jacobites, © = 


perpetual rotation. 
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With muſic and poetry equally bleſs'd, 

A bard thus Arol 10 moſt humbly addreſs'd, 
Great author of poetry, muſic, and light, 
Inſtructed by thee I both fiddle and write: 

Yet unbeeded I ſcrape, or I ſcribble all day, 

My tunes are neglected, my verſe flung away. 
Thy ſubſtitute here, Vice-AroxLo * difdaine, 
To vouch for my Numbers, or liſt to my ſtrains. 
Thy manual ſign he refuſes to put 

To the airs I produce from the pen, or the gut. 
Be thou then propitious, great Pnon Bus, and grant 
Relief; or reward to my merit, or want. 


Tho' the Dx ax and DL any*tranſcendently ſhine 
O! brighten one ſolo, or ſonnet ef mine. | 


Make one work immortal; tis all I requeſt ; 
 AroLLlolook'd pleas'd, and reſolving to jeſt, 

| Replied, honeſt friend, I've conſider'd your caſe, 
Nor diſlike your unmeaning, and innocent face, | 
Your petition I grant, the boon is not great, 
Your works ſhall continue, and here's the receipt, | 
On a © Rowndos hereafter your fiddle-ftrings ſpend, 
Write verſes in circles, they never ſhall end, 


In the courſe of my correſpondence, my der 
Ham, you may poſſibly obſerve ſome | 
contradictions, as I am purſuing the Dean through 
the mazy turnings of his character. But, * | 
will eaſily be reconciled, when you conſider, that 


of all mankind, Swir'r perhaps had the greatef 
contraſts in his temper, * oſten put me in mini 
0 : 


4 Dr, Spirr. | 
d Now Dean of Dane. 

© A A or peculiar kind of poetry, which retum 
to the begi ning of the firſt verſe, and ſo continues in: 


KEA 


_—_— 
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of thut wild opinion, which PLUTARCH fays was 
entertained by the ſages of old, © That we are 
oy ſubject to the influence of two principles, or dei- 


ties, who are in conſtant oppoſition to each other: 
e the one directing us to the right hand, and 


6 through the right road, the other driving us 
" aſtray, and oppoling us from purſuing the tract 
te pointed out by his adverſary.” The Manichean 


hereſy, you know, has been built upon this hypo- 


theſis: and it is not impoſſible (as the doctrine it- 
ſelf was propagated before the time of MAN Es) that 
ſome antient ſpeculative philoſopher may have in- 


vented ſuch a kind of mythology, merely to ſolve 


the various contradictions which he found fluctuat- 


ing within his own breaſt. 


Lov will poflibly expect from me a collection 5 
of apophthegms, which the Dean may have utter- 


td upon various occations. But, the witty records 


of table- talk, in my mind ſeem too minute and 


over curious; at leaſt I muſt wiſh to treat with 


you upon ſubjects of more importance. I mean 
ſuch ſubjects as will teach you to follow ſome mo- 


ral virtue, or to ſhun ſome moral evil. 


Forcive me too, if I am now and then guilty 
of repetitions. In reviewing the ſame perſon ſo 
often, the ſame thoughts, if not the ſame expreſ- 
ſions will inevitably occur. But, excuſes for theſe, 


ind of errors, are, I hope, unneceſſary. Candour 


and truth are the chief points that I have had in 


view, knowing them to be coincident with your 
own manner of thinking. 


You are now ſufficiently prepared for that par- 
ticular edition of Swir T's works, which I intend 


do purſue: and I ſhall undertake the performance 


23 Wit h 


:4 REMARKS ON THE LIFE 
with great pleaſure and alacrity, becauſe I flatter 


myſelf it may be acceptable to you, as it comes 


from 
Your moſt affeftionate F. ak, - 


ORRERY. 


£04 9900S00'DS06006SS000 
LETTER VII. 


1 w A S very glad to be interrupted, by your 


unexpected viſit. The fight of you, and the | 


happineſs which I conſtantly receive in your com- 
pany, are recollected by me in your abſence, with 
ſuch a kind of inexpreflible pleaſure, as the warmeſt 


affection and the trueſt tenderneſs inſpire: and as | 


I an always earneſt to comply with your requeſts, 
I take the earlieſt opportunity of going on with a 
plan, that hitherto has received the encouragement 
of your filial partiality. 


Tau firſt volume of FAULKNER's edition con- 


ſiiſts of various tracts jumbled together, without 
an regularity or order. The firſt treatiſe in this 
volume is entitled, 4 diſcourſe of the conteſts and 
diſſentions between the nobles and commons in 
ArnENS and Rome. It was written in the year 
1701, towards the latter end of King WiLLIAM's 
reign, and at a time, when that Prince was made 


extremely uneaſy, by the violence with which ſome 


of his miniſters, and chief favourites were purſued: 
However bright the crown of England might have 
glittered in the eyes of the Prince of Orange, he 


found it, when placed upon his head, a crown of 


thorns. The longer he wore the diadem, the 2 ; 
| elet 


a wa a» 6d rr, aw ..c.ou ac 
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delet ſtill became more tight and irkſome. Com- 
plaints, and enquiries aroſe in the ſenate. Feud: 
and unchriſtian animoſities, in the convocation. 
Nor had foreign affairs a more propitious aſpect. 


Lew1s the fourteenth vas making large ſtrides to- 


wards univerſal monarchy. Plots were carrying on 
at St. G=xmain'ss The Dutch had acknow- 
ledged the Duke of Ad jou as King of Spaix: 
and EvRoPE in general ſeemed pregnant of fire, 


and ready to burſt into flames. Thus began the 


vear 1701. King WII IIAM in hopes to diſpcl 
this ſulphureous body of clouds, which ſeemed to 
threaten ſome ſuture thunder ot i extraordinary vio- 
lence, had made ſeveral changes in his miniſtry, 
and had removed ſome of his faithfulleſt ſervants 
from places of the higheſt truſt and dignity. The 
alteration proved of little or no effect. The ani- 

moſity of the houſe of commons could not be ap- 
peaſed. They looked upon the deprivation of lu- 

erative employments, as an inſufficient puniſhment 
for high crimes and miſdemeanours: and they be- 
gan firſt by impeaching the Earl of PoRxTLAaxp® 

and then proceeded to the impeachments of Lord 
SOMERSs ®, the * of Ox FoRD ©, and the Earl 


of HALLII r Ax 
D 4. Ta ESE. 

„Wirtin Bix rmex, Earl PorTLand, Groom | 
of the ftole. - 

d Joun SoMrrs, Baron Sourns of Eveſham. Furſt, 
Lord Keeper: afterwards, Lord High Chancellor. 

© EpwarD RussELL, Earl of Ox ron p. Treaſurer 
of the Navy, and One of the Lords Commiſſioners of 
the Admiralty. 
4 OE nioe Movnracve, Ear! of 88 | 


Appointed one of the Comniiſſioners of the Treaſury ; 
| and afterwards made Chancellor of the D 
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Tnrse were all great men; and the three laſt 
| were of remarkable abilities and experience. Lord 
SOMERS was the general patron of the bterati, 
and the particular friend of Dr. Swi fr. The 
Earl of Ox FoaD had been conſidered in a man- 
ncr as lord high admiral ; the whole-affairs of the 
- navy having been committed to his charge. Lord 
HALLIFAx had a fine genius for poetry, and had 
employed his more youthful part of lie in that 


icience. He was diſtinguiſhed by the name of 
Mouses MounxTacus, having ridiculed jointly 


with Mar PRIOA, Mr. Dzvypun's famous poem 
cf the Hind and Panther. The parody is drawn 
from Hoa ace's fable of the City Mouſe and Coun- 
try Mouſe, and begins, 


A milk white mouſe, immortal and unchang'd, 


Fed on fe oft cheeſe, aud o'er 4 dairy * d. 


Bur afterwards, upon Mr. MounrAcue's 
promotion to the chancellorſhip of the Exchequer, 
P& 10%, with a good-humoured indignation at ſee- 


ing his friend preferred, and himſelf neglected, con- 


; cludes an epiſtle written in the year 1698, to 1 
FIEET WOOD SHEPHERD, Eſq; with theſe three 


Ii ines, 


My fr jend Ca AR 1 üs Mounr AE“ preferr'd, 82 
Nor wou'd ] have it long ab ſerv' d, 
That one max ſe , whale t other 5 1 


aw will find the characters of the * im- | 
etched lords deſcribed under Athenian names. 
- Paocion: 


AS. OO AR. SO. 


BOS a 09. ii. , in Ea tn £1 
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Procion is the Earl of PokTLAN D. An s- 
TIDES is Lord S>MERs. THEMISTOCLES is the 
Earl of OnFoRDd. PERICLEs is the Earl of HA. 


'LIFAX. In parallels of this fort, it is impoſſible 
that every circumſtance ſhould tally with the ut- 


moſt exactneſs: but the whole treatiſe is full of 
hiſtorical knowledge, and excellent reflexions. It 
is not mixed with any improper ſallies of wit, or 


any light airs of humour: and in point of ſtyle and 


learning, is equal, if not ſuperior, to any of his 
political works. | 

SUBSEQUENT to the diſcourſe concerning Athens 
and R1me, is a paper written in the year 1703, in 


deriſion of the ſtyle and manner of Mr. Rog EN 


Boy IE. To what a height muſt the ſpirit of ſar- 
caſm ariſe in an author, who could prevail upon 


himſelf to ridicule ſo good a man as Mr. Boy LE? 
But, the ſword of wit, like the ſcythe of time, cuts 
down friend and Foe, and attacks every object that 


accidentally lies in its way. However, ſharp and 


irreſiſtible the edge of it may be, Mr. BorLs 
will always remain invulnerable. 
THE ſentiments of a church-of-E alan. man with 


reſpect to religion and government, was written in the 


year 1708. It is adapted to that particular period. 
The ſtyle of the whole pamphlet is nervous, and, 


except in ſome few places, impartial. The ſtate 
of Holland is ſo juſtly, and, at the ſame time, fo 


conciſely delineated, that I cannot help tranſcribing 
it. Speaking of the Dutch, the author fays, 
"y * are a commmontuealth founded on a ſudden, 


« by a deſperate attempt on @ deſperate condition, 


* not formed or digeſted inte a regular ſyſtem by 
| | $ - _ mature 
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* mature thought and reaſon, but huddled up under 
© the preſſure of ſudden exigencies; calculated for no 
Ts long duration, and hitherto ſubſiſting by accident 
in the midſt of contending powers, who cannot yet 
© agree about ſharing it among/t them.” This 
tract is very well worth your reading and attention: 
and it confirms an obſervation which will perpetu- 

ally occur, that SwirT excels in whatever ſtyle or 
manner he aſſumes. When he is in earneſt, his 
| ſtrength of reaſon carries with it conviction. When 


in jeſt, every competitor in the race of wit is left 
behind him. 


THE argument againſt aboliſhing Chriftianity i is 
carried on with the higheſt wit and humour. Gra- 
ver divines threaten their readers with future pu- 
niſhments: Swirr artfully exhibits a picture of 
preſent ſhame. He judged rightly in imagining 
that a ſmall treatiſe, written with a ſpirit of mirth 
and freedom, muſt be more efficacious, than long 
| ſermons, or laborious leſſons of morality. He en- 
deavours to laugh us into religion; well knowing, 
that we are often laughed out of it. As you have 
not read the pamphlet, excuſe a quotation, to 
which may be prefixed the old proverb, ex pede 
Herculem. I would fain know (ſays the Dean) 
« how. it can be pretended, that the churches are 
« miſapplied. Where are more appointments and 
% rendezvouſes of gallantry? Where mare care to 
« appear in the foremeſi box with greater ad- 
« vantage of dreſs? IVhere more meetings for bi- 
« neſs? Where more bargains driven of all ſorts ? 
« And where fo many conveniencies or incitements 
« fo Jp 5 

Tas 
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Tat papers which immediately follow are en- 
tirely humorous, and relate to PARTRIDGE the 
almanac maker : and although. they are not only 
temporary, but local, yet by an art peculiar to 
Swir r himſelf, they are rendered immortal, fo as 
to be read with pleaſure, as long as the Engliſh 
language ſubſiſts. . | 

To theſe, ſucceeds A project for the advancement 

of religion, and the reformation of manners, written 
in the year 1709, and dedicated to the Countcis of 
BerkLEY, The authorappearsincarnelt through- | 
out the whole treatiſc, and the dedication, or in- 
troduction, is in a ſtrain of ſerious panegyric, which 
the Lady, to whom it is addreſſed, unduubtedly 
deſerved. But as the pamphlet is of the ſatirical 
kind, I am apt to imagine, that my friend the 
Dean put a violence upon himſelf, in chuſing to 
appear candidly ſerious, rather than to ſmile under 
his uſual maſk of gravity. Read it, and tell me 
your opinion: for methinks, upon theſe occaſions, 
1 perceive him writing in ſhackles. 

THE iritical eſſay on the faculties of the mind, 
will make you ſmile. 

THE letter to the Earl of Oxrox p for correct- 
ing, improving, and aſcertaining the Engliſh tongue 
might have been a very uſeſul performance, if it 
had been longer, and leſs eclipſed by compliments 
to the noble perſon to whom it is addreſſed. It 
ſeems to have been intended as a preface to ſome 
more enlarged deſign: at the head of which ſuch 
an introduction muſt have appeared with great pro- 
priety. A work of this kind is much wanted, as 
our language, inſtead of being improved, is every 
day growing worſe, and more debaſed. We be- 

wilder 
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wilder ourſelves in various orthography ; ; We ſpeak, 
and we write at random ; and if a man's common 
converſation were to be committed to paper, he 
would be ftartled for to find himſelf guilty in a few 
ſentences, of ſo many ſoleciſms and ſuch falſe Eng- 
liſh. I believe we are the only people inthe Chriſ- 
tian world, who repeat the Lord's Prayer, in an 
ungrammatical manner : and I remember to have 
heard, that when a motion was made in the convo- 
cation to alter the word [which] for the word 
who] the propoſition was rejected by the majority. 
This inſtance may ſhew you of what ſort of men, 
the moſt learned, and even the moſt reverend aſ- 
ſemblics, are ſometimes compoſed. But let us con- 
filer the conduct of a neighbouring nation. How 
induſtrious have the French been to improve their 
language? and to what a ſtate of perſection have 
they brought it? Rome, by her conqueſts, made 
her dialect univerfal : France, by her policy, has 
done the fame. By policy, Imezn the encourage- 
ment of arts and fciences ; which will often render 
a nation more powerful than arms. Nothing has 
contributed ſo much to the purity and excellence 
of the French tongue, as the noble academies e- 
ſtabliſhed for that purpoſe : and, until ſome public 
work of the ſame kind is undertaken in Engiand, 
we cannotflatter ourſelves with any hopes of amend- 
ing the errors, or aſcertaining the limits of our ſtyle. 


I ſhall not preſume even to whifper to you, that! 


think a deſign of this ſort is ſufficiently. momentous 
to attract the conſideration of our legiflative powers. 
Their thoughts are otherways employed, and their 

faculties otherways applied. But I will venture to 
ſay, that if to our hoſpitals for lunatics, an hoſpital 
e 
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was added for the reception, and ſupport of men of 
ſenſe and learning, it would be of the higheſt ho- 
nour to the preſent age, and of no leſs advantage 
to poſterity. I call it an hoſpital, becauſe I ſuppoſe 
it to be erected for the benefit of ſuch perſons, 
whoſe infirm fortunes, or diſeaſed revenues, may 
have rendered the ſtrength and abilities of their 
minds weak and uſeleſs to the public: for I entire-" 
ly agree with ARISTOTLE, where he ſays, in the 
words of his ſcholiaſt, Eum præclara et magna dix 
poſſe exequi et preſtare, cui facultates deſunt : quont- 
am per amicos et civilem potentia n veluti per inſtru- 
menta neceſſe eft pleragque effici, The reflexions that 
ariſe from this theme, I find, are driving me beyond 
the bounds of a letter : therefore I ſha ſhall only add, 
that I heartily wiſh you may think an attention to 
your native language as uſefal, and improving a 
ſtudy, as can be purſued, in whatever Rationof life 
Providence may allot you. 
Tank xx are two other letters in this volume ex- 
tremely worthy of your notice. The one is, Toa 
young Gentleman lately entered inta holy orders. The 
_ otheris, Toa young lady on her marriage. The former, 
ought to be read by all the young clergymen in the 
three kingdoms, and the latter by all the new mar- 


ried women. But, here again is the peculiar ſe- 


licity of SWIFT's writings; the letters are addreſſed 
only to a young cler n and a young lady, but 
res are 2 to N age 8 underſtanding, 
They containobſervations that delight and improve 
_ every mind; and they will be read with pleaſure 
and advantage, by the oldeſt, and moſt exemplary 
Civines, and by the moſt — and moit 

accompliſhes ladies. 


Tus 
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Tux reſt of the volume is filled up with ſhort- | 


tracts, and papers of various forts : moſtly humor- 
ous and entertaining. You will laugh at the ſtory 


in one of the Intelligencers, of Whiſk and Swobbers: 


and you will wiſh re Tatler on thoſe inferior duties 

of life, called Les petites Morales, hung up in every 

ſquire's hall in England, Iam, my deareſt Ham L- 

TON, e | | . 
Tour moſt aſfectianate Father, 


O RR E R V. 
o οοο οοοοοοοο 


E ate now come, my dear HAM IL TONHV, 
to the ſecond volume of N Ir r's works. 
It is filled with poetiy: but the poems in general 
are ſhort and ſatirical. The poem of the greateſt 

length, and, I believe, the longeſt ever compoſed by 
Dr. Swirr, is of a very extraordinary nature, 


| © _ upon a very extraordinary ſubjeQ. It is 


called Capenvus and VANESSsA. As a poem, 
it is excellent in its kind, perfectly correct, and 
admirably conducted. Swirr, who had the 


niceſt ear, is remarkably chaſte and delicate in | 


his rhymes. A bad rhyme appeared to him 
one of the capital ſins in poetry; and yet it is 
a {in into which ſome of our greateſt poets have 
fallen. DavpEx frequently: Pope ſometimes 
The former was embarraſſed with a wife 3 | 

| 5 mil 72 


AND WRITINGS OF Ds. SWIFT. 63 


| mily, and was often under ſuch neceſſitous circum- 
ſtances as to be obliged to publiſh, or to want ſub- 
ſiſtence. The latter was in a leſs confined, and in 
a much more eaſy ſituation : he was naturally ju- 
dicious, and uncommonly attentive to maintain 
the dignity of his character. Although his body 
was weak, his mind was equal to the weight of his 
laurel crown; and he wore it not only with eaſe, 
but majeſty. Take him as a poet, we ſhall not ſee 
his like again. But why do I keep you in fuſpenſe? 
you are impatient, I dare fay, to know ſome parti- 
culars of VANEssAa. Her real name was Es T HER 
VANHOMRIGH *. She was one of the daughters 
of Bax THOLOMEWw V ANHOMRIGH, a Dutch 
merchant of Amſterdam, who, upon the revolution, 
went into Ireland, and was appointed by King 
WILLIAM, a codmifioncr of the revenue. Her 
mother, whoſe name I forget, was born in Ireland, 
of very mean Extraction. The Dutch merchant, 
by parſimony and prudence, had collected a fortune 
of about ſixteen thouſand pounds: he bequeathed 
an equal diviſion of it to his wife and his four ehil- 
dren, of which two were ſons, and two were 
daughters. The ſons, after the death of their fa- 
ther, travelled abroad. The eldeſt died beyond ſea, 
and the youngeſt ſurviving his brother only a ſhort 
time, the whole patrimony fell to his two *, 
Es TER and Mary. | 
Wir u this increaſe of wealth, and with heads 
and hearts elated by affluence, _s unreftrained by 
foreſight or diſcretion, the widow VANHoMRIGH - 
and her two daughters quitted the illuxurious ſoil - 
of their native country, for the more elegant plea- 


The name is pronounced VANNUMMERY. 


ſures _ 
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ſures of the Engliſh court. During their reſidence 
at Londen, they lived in a courſe of prodigality that 
ſtretched itſelf far beyond the limits of their income, 
and reduced them to great diſtreſs; in the midſt of 
which, the mother died, and the two daughters 
| haſtened in all. ſecrecy back to Ireland, beginning 
their journey on a Sunday, to avoid the interrup- 
tion, and importunities of a certain fierce kind of 

animals called bailiffs, who are not only ſworn 
foes to wit and gaiety, but whoſe tyranny, al- 
though it could not have reached the deified V a- 
NESSA, might have been very fatal to EsTHER 
VanroMRrICH. Within two years after their 
arrival in Ireland, Mary the youngeſt lifter died, 
and the ſmall remains of the ſhipwreckt fortune 
centered in VANESSA. BN. 


VaniTy makes terrible devaſtation in a ſemale 
| breaſt. It batters down all reſtraints of modeſty, 
and carries away every ſeed of virtue: Vanessa 
was exceſſively vain, The character given of her 

by Cape x us is fine painting, but in general ficti- 
tious. She was fond of dreſs: impatient to be ad- 
mired: very romantic in her turn of mind: ſuperior, 
in her own opinon, to all her fex : full of pertneſs, 
gaiety, and pride: not without ſome agreeable ac- 
compliſhments, but far from being either beautiful 
or genteel : ambitious, at any rate, to be eſteemed 
a wit; and, with that view, always affecting to 
keep company with wits: a great reader, and a 
violent admirer of poetry: happy in the thoughts 
of being reputed SwiFT's concubine: but ſtill 
aiming and intending to be his wife. By nature 
haughty, and diſdainful, looking with the pity of 
contempt upon her inferiors, and with the —_— 


"op 


| 
| 
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ſelf-approbation upon her equals : but upon Dr. 
SWIFT with the eyes of love. Her love was founded 


in vanity, or to uſe a more faſhionable phraſe, in 


taſte. His own lines are the beſt proof of my 


Capxvs many things had writ; 


VanEssA much eſteem'd his wit, 


And call'd for his poetic works ; 


Mean time the boy * in ſecret lurks, 
And while the book was in her hand, 
The. urchin, from his private ſtand, 


Took aim, and ſhot with all his ſtrength 


A dart of ſuch prodigious length; 


It pierc'd the feeble volume thro, 


And deep transfix'd her boſom too. 

Some lines, more moving than the reſt, 

Stuck to the point that pierc'd her breaſt ; 

And borne directly to her heart, 

With pains unknown encreas'd the ſmart. 
VANEssA, not in years a ſcore, 

Dreams of a gown of forty four z - 

Imaginary charms can find, 


In eyes, with reading, almoſt blind: 


CADENUS now no more appears 
Declin'd in health, advanc'd in years: 


She fancies muſic in his tongue, 


Nor further looks, but thinks him young. 


Tre poem itſelf is dated in the year 1713, when 
SWIFT was in his meridian altitude ; awe] by 1 
2 Cupid. Rn 

® 
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the courtiers; flattered, feared, and adinired by the 


greateſt men in the nation. | 

By the verſes which I have already recited, it | 
may be preſumed, that the lady was firit ſmitten } 
with the fame and character of Canenvs, and af- 
terwards with his perſon. Her firſt thoughts pur- 
ſued a phantom. Her later paſſion defired a ſub- 
ſtance. The manner in which ſhe diſcovered her 
inclinations, is is poetically defcribed | in theſe lines. 


Sbe own'd the wand'ring of her thoughts, 
But he muſt anſwer for her faults. - 
She well remember'd, to her coſt, 
That all his leſſons were not loſt. 
Two maxims ſhe could ſtill produce, 
And ſad experience taught their uſe. 
That virtue, pleas'd by being ſhown, 
Knows nothing which it dare not own: 
Can make us, without fear, diſcloſe 
Our inmoſt ſecrets to our foes : 
That common forms were not deſign d 
Directors to a noble mind. 
Now, ſaid the nymph, to let you ſee, 
My actions with your rules agree; 
That I can vulgar forms deſpiſe, 
And have no ſecrets to diſguiſe, 
T knew, by what you ſaid and writ, 
How dang'rous things were men of wit; 
You caution'd me againſt their charms, 
But never gave me equal arms : 
Your leſſons found the weakeſt part, 
Aim'd at the head, and reach'd the heart. 


Sorrosix e. 


1 Nature, ſaid VAN ESSA, abhors a vacuum, and 
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 SuyyPosING this account to be true, and I own 
to you, my Ham, I can ſcarce think it otherwiſe, 
it is evident, that the fair VANESSsA had made a 
. fſurprizing progreſs in the philoſophie doctrines, 
| which ſhe had received from her preceptor. His 
rules were certainly of a moſt extraordinary kind. 
He taught her, that vice, as ſoon as it defied ſhame, 
was immediately changed into virtue. That vui- 
bar forms were not binding upon certain choice ſpi- 
rits, to whom either the writings, or the perſons of 
men of wit were acceptable. She heard the leſſon 
with attention, and imbibed the philoſophy with 
eagerneſs. The maxims ſuited her exalted turn of 
mind. She imagined that if the theory appeared fo 
charming, the practice muſt be much more delight- 
ful. The cloſe connection of ſoul and body ſeemed 
to require, in the eye of a female philoſopher, that 


each thould ſucceed the other in all pieafurabie en- 
joyments. The former had been fuffciently - 
galed, why muſt the latter .remain unſatisfied ? . 


“ nature ought always to be obeyed.” She com- 
municated theſe ſentiments to her tutor, but he 
ſeemed not to comprehend her meaning, nor to- 
conceive the diſtinctio rationis that had taken riſe 
in his own ſchool. He anſwered her in the non- 
eſſential modes. He talked of friendſhip, of the de- 
lights of reaſon, of gratitude, re and eſteem.” 
e almoſt preached upon 83 he muttered 
ſome indiſtinct phraſes ooncerning chaſtity. 
So unaccountable a conduct in Cavenus may 
be thought rather to proceed from defects in nature, 
than from the ſcrupulous difficulties of a tender con- 
ſcience. Such a ſuppoſition will ſtill appear more 
ſtrong, 
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ſtrong, if we recolle& the diſtant manner in which 
SWIFT cohabited with STELLA, colder, if poſſible, 
after, than before, ſhe was his wife: and I now 
recolle& ſome of his own lines that ſeem to con- 
firm the ſurmiſe, as they contain an inſinuation 
againſt VAx Ess a, not perhaps ſo much intended 
to wound her reputation, as to ſave his own. 


But what ſucceſs VANEssA met 

Is to the world a ſecret yet. 
Whether the nymph, to pleaſe her ſwain, 

Talks in a high romantic ftrain ; | 

Or whether he at laſt deſcends, 

To attavith leſs ſeraphic ends; 

Or to coinpound the buſineſs, whether 

They temper love and books together, 

_ Muſt Never to mankind be told, 


Aue $4.4 was * 


„ :mpoſible to 4 this cruel hint without 
great indignation againſt the conſcious muſe, eſpecially 
as it is the finiſhing ſtroke of a picture, which was 
already drawn in too looſe a garment, and too un- 
guarded a poſture. In this inſtance, I am afraid 
the Dean muſt remain inexculable. 
- Vansssa, in ſome time after the death of her 
filter, retired to Selbridge, a ſmall houſe and eſtate 
that had been purchaſed by her father, within ten 

or twelve miles of Dublin. Spleen and diſappoint- 
ment were the companions of her ſolitude. The 
narrowneſs of her income, the coldneſs of her lover, 
the loſs of her reputation, all contributed to make 
her miſerable, and to encreaſe the frenzical diſpo- 
ſition of her mind. In this melancholy 4 

0 
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PE 


AND WRITINGS OF Dx. SWIFT. 59 
ſhe remained ſeveral years, during which time CA- 
DENUS viſited her frequently. Their particular 
converſation, as it paſſed without witneſſes, muſt 
for ever remain unknown: but, in general, it is 
certain, that ſhe often preſſed him to marry her. 
His anſwers were rather turns of wit than poſitive 
_ denials ; till at laſt, being unable to ſuftain her 
weight of miſery any longer, ſhe writ a very tender 
epiſtle to Capenus, inſiſting peremptorily upon as 
ſerious an anſwer, and an immediate acceptance, 
or abſolute refuſal of her, as his wife. His _ 
was delivered by his own hand. He brought it 
with him when he made his final viſit at Selbridge- 
and throwing down the letter upon her table, with 
great paſſion haſtened back to his horſe, carrying 


in his countenance the frowns of mg and indig- 
nation. 


Da. SwirT had 2 3 of face, which 
even his ſmiles could ſcarce ſoften, or his utmoſt 
gaiety render placid and ſerene: but when that 
ſternneſs of viſage was increaſed by rage, it is ſcarce 
poſſible to imagine looks, or features, that carried 
in them more terror and auſterity, Vanessa 
had ſeen him in all tempers, and from his outward 
appearance ſhe gueſſed at the inward contents of his 

letter. She read it with as much reſolution as the 
| preſent cruelty of her fate, and the raging pride of 
her heart, would permit. She found herſelf entire- 
ly diſcarded from his friendſhip and converſation, 
Her offers were treated with inſolence and diſdain. 
She met with reproaches inſtead of love, and with 
tyranny inſtead of affection. She had Jong tlirown 


away the gentle lenitives of virtue; which, upon 


this occaſion, might have provedhealing ingredients 
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to ſo deep, and fo dangerous a wound. She had 
preferred wit to religion, ſhe had utterly deſtroyed 
ber character, and her conſcience: and ſhe was 
now fallen a prey to the horror of her own thoughts. 


Tum vero infelix fatis exterrita Dido 
Mortem orat : tædet cœli convexa tueri. 


Ste did not ſurvive many days the letter deli- 
vered to her by CaDenvs, but, during, that ſhort 
interval, ſhe was ſufficiently compoſed to cancel a 
will meds in Sw1r T's favour,and to make another, 
wherein ſhe left her fortune (which, by long re- 
tirement, was in ſome meaſure retrieved) to her 
two executors; Dr. BR KLE, the preſent Biſhop 
of Cloyne, and Mr. Maxs HAL I, one of the King's 
Serjeants at law. She had choſen Mr. MARSHALTI, 
not only as he had an excellent character, but as 


he was her relation. She had little perſonal ac- 


quaintance with Dr. BERKLE V: his virtues, and his 
genius, were univerfally known: yet other motives 
perhaps induced her to appoint him a joint executor: 
in ſuch an appointment, ſhe probably deſigned to 
mortify the pride of Dr. SwirT, by letting him 
ſee, that in her laſt thoughts, ſhe preferred a ftran- 
ger before him. 
Tus periſhed at Selbridge, under all the agonies 
of deſpair, Mrs. EsTRER VANHOMMRIOR; a mi- 
ſerable example of an ill- ſpent life, fantaſtic wit, 
vitonary ſchemes, and female weakneſs. 
_ © Mr paper ſcarce allows room for the :FeAtionate 


name of | 
| | ORRERY. 


LETTER | 
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oονν,Gñv o 
LE T T E R X. 
My ds n F, 


Have received yours of the 24th inſtant. You 
ſeem ſo much pleaſed with the commentaries 
relating to Van ES8A, and you have expreſſed fo 
much ſatisfaction in my accbunt of STELTA, chat 
probably you wifh dðwyrr r to have had as many wives 
and miſtreſſes as Sol oo, in order to furnifh me 
with perpetual materials for the hiſtory of a Lady. 
It is true, my friend the Dean kept company with 
many of the fair ſex, but they were rather his 
amuſement than his admiration. He trifled away 
many hours in their converſation, he filled many 
pages in their praife, and by the power of his head, 
he gained the character of a lover, without the leaſt 
aſſiſtance from his heart. To this particular kind 
of pride, ſupported by the bent of his genius, and 
joined by the exceſſive coldneſs of his nature, VA- 
'NESSA owed the ruin of her reputation, and from 
the ſame cauſes, STELLA remained an unacknow-, 
ledged wife, If we conſider Sw1iFT's behaviour, 
fo far only as it relates to women, we ſhall ſind, 
that he looked upon them rather as buſts, than as 
whole figures. In his panegyrical deſcriptions, he 
has ſeldom deſcended lower than the center of their 
hearts: or if ever he has deſigned a compleat ſtatue, 
it has been generally caſt in a dirty, or in a dif- 


agreeable 
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agreeable mould: as if ſtatuary had not conceived, 
or had not experienced, that juſtneſs of proportion, 
that delicacy of limb, and thoſe pleaſing, and grace- 
ful attitudes which have conſtituted the ſex to be 
the moſt beautiful part of the creation. If you re- 
view his ſeveral poems to STELLA, you will find 
them fuller of affection than defire, and more 


expreſſive of friendſhip, than of love. For ex- 
ample, 


Tnov, STELLA, wert no longer young, 
When firſt for thee my harp I ſtrung; 
Without one word of Cui p's darts, 

Of killing eyes, or bleeding hearts: 


Wich ſriendſhip and eſteem poſſeſt, 


I 


Mos r of the poems, which are abſolu: ay ad- 
dreſſed to STELLA, or which deſcribe her in 2 
variety of attitudes, turn upon her age : a kind of 
excuſe perhaps for SwiF T's want of love. | 

I z:GAN one of my former letters, my dear 
HamiLTon, by a declaration that it was impoſ- 
ſible for me to paſs a very minute comment upon 

the various pieces that he has written; and I muſt 
renew the ſame declaration in regard to his poems. 
are not only mingled improperly, in points 
ef dates, and ſubjects, but many, very many of 
them, are temporary, trifling, and I had almoſt 
faid puerile. Several of them are perſonal, and Fr, 
conſequently ſcarce amuſing ; or at leaſt, they leave 


a very ſmall impreſſion upon our minds. Such | 


indeed as are likely to draw your attention, are ex- 
quiſite, and fo Ry his own, that whoever 
has 
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has'dared to imitate him in theſe, or in any of his 
works, has conſtantly failed in the attempt. Upon 
a general view of his poetry, we ſhall find him, 
as in his other performances, an uncommon, ſur- 
prizing, heteroclite genius: luxurious in his fancy, 
lively in his ideas, humourous in his deſcriptions, 
and bitter, exceeding; bitter, in his ſatyr. The 

reſtleſſneſs of his imagination, and the diſappoint- 
ment of his ambition, have both contributed to 
hinder him from undertaking any poetical work of 
length or importance. His wit was ſufficient to eve 
labour: no flight could have wearied the ſtrength 
of his pinions : perhaps if the extenſive views of 
his nature had been fully fatisfied, his airy motions 
had been more regular, and leſs ſudden, But he 
now appears like an eagle that is ſometimes chain- 
ed, and at that particular time, for want of nobler, 
and more proper food, diverts his confinement, 
aud appeaſes his hunger, by deſtroying the gnats, 
f butter-flies, and other wretched inſeQs, that un- 
luckily happen to ny "4 or flutter within his 
7 reach. | 
- WIIIE I have been reviing over this kin 
1 of his poetry, I have conſidered him as an Agyp- 
t | tian e which, though it had an unnatu- 
. ral, and ircquently an indecent appearance, yet it 
8 always contained ſome ſecret marks of wiſdom; an 
f ſometimes of deep morality. The ſubjects of his 
t poems are often nauſeous, and the performataces 
d I beautifully diſagreeable. 
«3 THE Lody s Dreſſing Reom has hw univer- 
h ſally condemned, as deficient in point of delicacy, 
even to the bicheſt degree. The beſt apology that 


Cal 
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can be made in its favour, is to ſuppoſe, that the 


author exhibited his Cs LIA in the moſt hideous 
colours he could find, leſt ſhe might he miſtaken aa 
a goddeſs when ſhe was only a mortal. External 


beauty is very alluring to youth and inexperince; || 


and SwIFT, by pulling off the borrowed plumes 


of his harpy, diſcovers at once a frightſul bird of |} 
prey, and by making her offenſive, renders her lefs 


dangerous and inviting. Such, I hope, was his 


deſign z but let his views and motives have been 


ever ſo beneficial, his general want af delicacy and 


decorum, muſt not hope even to find the ſhadow 
of an excuſe; for it is impoſſible not to own, that 
he too frequently forgets that politeneſs and ten- 

derneſs of manners, which are ry due to 
human kind. From his early, and repeated diſ- 
appointments, he became a miſanthrope. If his | 


mind had been more equal and content, I am 

willing to believe, that he would have viewed the 
works of nature with a more benign aſpect. And 
perhaps under a leſs conſtant rotation of anxiety, 


he might have preſerved his ſenſes to the laſt ſcene. 
of life, and might have enjoyed that calm exit from 
the ſtage, for which his friend Han ACE 0 ear · 


; neſtly lupplicates Aror ro. 


Hui paratis et valido mihi 
Latoe dones, et precor, integrd 
Cum mente, nec tyrpem ſenectam 
Degere, nec cithard carentem. 


I nave already told you, that his pride was fo 


great as ſcarce to admit any body to the leaſt ſhare . 


of 


4 
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of his friendſhip, except ſuch who could amuſe 
him, or ſuch who could do him honour. To thefe 
two different claſſes, we owe many of his poems. 
His companions and humble followers find them- 


ſelves immortalized by the infertion of their names 


in addreſſes to STELLA, or in other miſcellaneous 
pieces written in an eaſy, although not in a careleſs 
manner. His more exalted friends, whoſe ſtations 


and characters did him honour, are treated in a 


different ſtyle : and you wilt perceive a real digni- 
ty, and a moſt delicate kind of wit in all his poems 
to Lord OxrorD, Lord PETERBOROVvGH, Lord 
CARTERET *, Mr. PuULTENY ?, and I thinkT. 


may particularly add, in a poem to the Counteſs of 


WINCHELSEA ©, and another to Mrs. BI DPD T 
FLoypde. Theſe names abetted him in his purſuit 
of fame. They reflected back the glory which he 
gave. But, ſtill I cannot recollect one poem, 
nay, ſcarce a couplet, to his noble patron Lord 


BoLinGBROKE, In that inſtance he has been 


as ſilent, as VIRG1L has been to HoRace, and 
yet he certainly had not a | grain of _ in his 
compoſition. 

I rhixk I can diſcern a third kind of 
his poems addreſſed to Mr. Pope, Mr. Aa 


Dr. DLAN VV, and Dr. Yours. When he 


writes to them, there is a mixture of eaſe, dignity, 
familiacity, and affection. They were bis inti- 
mate friends, whom he loved: * and whom 


2 Now Earl of 1 
b Now Earl of Barn. 
© Under the name of e 
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he wiſhed to accompany into the poetical regions 
of eternity. 

I Have juſt now caſt my eye over a poem cal- 
led Death and Daphne, which makes me recolle& 
an odd incident relating to that nymph, Swirr, 
ſoon after our acquaintance, introduced me to her, 
as to one of his female favourites. I had ſcarce 
been half an hour in her company, before ſhe 
aſked me, if I had ſeen the Dean's poem upon 
Death and Daphne? As I told her I had not, | 
| the immediately unlocked a cabinet, and bringing 
out the manuſcript, read it to me with a ſeemir 
ſatisfaction, of which, at that time, I doubted the 
ſincerity, While ſhe was reading, the Dean was 
| perpetually correcting her for bad pronunciation, 

and for placing a wrong emphaſis upon particular 
words. As ſoon as ſhe had gone thorough the 
compoſition, ſhe aſſured me ſmilingly, that the 
portrait of DApHñNE was drawn for herſelf: J 
begged to be excuſed from belieying it, and pro- 
| teſted that I could not ſee one 3 that had the 
leaſt reſemblance, but the Dean immediately burſt 
into a fit of laughter. You fancy,” Hos he, 
| ©. that you are very polite, but you are much miſ. | 
* taken, That Lady had rather be a Daranxs | 


« drawn by me, than a SAcHaRrissa by any o- 


ec ther pencil.” She confirmed what he had ſaid 
with great earneſtneſy, fo that I had no other me- 
thod of retrieving my error, than by whiſpering 
in her ear, as I was conducting her down. Rag 
to dinner, that indeed I found. 


1 Her hand FREY and cold as lead.” : 


You 


n he ae Err te RET 


7 we 


m Ty FR ©» 7 wwe ot. 
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| You ſee the command which Sw1FT had over 
all his females: and you would have ſmiled to 
have found his houſe, a conſtant ſeraglio of very 
virtuous women, who attended him from morning 


till night, with an obedience, an awe, and an afſi- 


duity, that are ſeldom paid to the richeſt, or the 
moſt powerful lovers ; no, not even to the Grand 


Signor himſelf. 


To theſe Ladies, SWIFT * the deen 


of many pieces, which ought never to have been 
delivered to the preſs. He communicated ev 


compoſition as ſoon as finiſhed, to his female ſe- 


nate, who, not only paſſed their judgment on the 
performance, but conſtantly aſked, and almoſt as 
conſtantly obtained, a copy of it. You cannot 


be ſurprized that it was immediately afterwards 
ſeen in print: and when printed, became a part 


of his works. He lived much at home, and was 
continually writing, when alone. Not any of 
his Senators preſumed to approach him when he 
ſignified his pleaſure to remain in private, and 
without interruption. His night-gown and ſlip- 
pers were not eaſier put on or off, than his 
attendants. No prince ever met with more flatte- 
ry to his own perſon, or more devotion to his own 
mandates. This deſpotic power not only blinded 
him, but gave a looſe to paſſions that ought to 


have been kept under a proper reſtraint. I am 
ſorry to ſay, that whole nations are ſometimes ſa- 


crificed to his reſentment : for reflections of that 


| ſort appear to me the leaſt juſtifiable of any kind 
of ſatyr. You will read his Acerrima with indig- 


nation, and his Minutiæ with regret. Yet I muſt 
add, that ſince he has deſcended ſo low as to write, 
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and, ſtill ſo much lower, as to print riddles, he is 
excellent even in that kind of verſification. The 
lines are ſmocther, the expreſſions are neater, and 
the thought is cloſer purſued than in any other rid- 
cle writer whatever. But, SwIFT compoſing rid- 
dles, is Tirrax painting draught-boards, which 
mut have been inexcuſable, while there remained 
a ſignpoſt painter in the world. | 
Ar the latter end of the volume, you will find 
two Latin poems. The firſt, An epiſile to Dr. 
SHERIDAN the laſt, A deſcription of the rocks at 
Carbery in Ireland. The Dean was extremely ſo- 
licitous, that they ſhould be printed among his 
works: and what is no leſs true than amazing, he 
aſſumed to himſelf more vanity upon theſe two La- 
tin poems, than upon many of his beſt Engliſh 
performances. It is ſaid, that Mi LTO in his own 
judgment preferred the Paradif: regained, to the 
Paradiſe bi. There poffibly might be found fome 
excuſe for ſuch a preference, but in Sw1FT's caſe 
there can be none. He underſtood the Latin lan- 
guage perfectly well, and heread it conſtantly, but 
he was no Latin poet. And if the Carberiæ rupes, 
and the Epiftola ad THoMam SHERIDAN, had 
been the produce of any other author, they muſt 
have undergone a ſevere cenſure from Dr. Sw1rT. 
HERE I ſhall diſmiſs this volume of his poems, 
which has drawn me into a greater length of letter 
khan I intended, Adieu, my Ham, believe me 
, 355 
Your affectionate Father, 


'ORRERY.: 
LETTER 
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LETTER XL 


My dear HaMirror, 


* HE third volume of Sw1 FT's works con- 

tains The travels ff LEMUEL GuLr 1- 
VER into feveral remote nations of the world, 
They are divided into four parts; the firſt a voyage 
to Lilliput; the ſecond a voyage to Brobdingnag : the 
third, to Laputa and other iſlands ; the fourth, and 
moſt extraordinary, to the country of the Hauybn- 
| bums. Theſe voyages are intended as a moral politi- 


cal romance, in which Sw 1 r ſeems to have exerted * 


the ſtrongeſt efforts of a fine irregular genius. But 
while his imagination and bis wit delight, the ve- 
nomous ſtrokes of his fatyr, although in fome 
places juſt, are carried into fo univerſal a ſeverity, 
that not only all human actions, but human nature 
itſelf, is placed in the worſt light. PerfeRion in 
eyery attribute is not indeed allotted to particular 
men: but, among the whole ſpecies, we diſcover 
ſich an aſſenihlage of all the great, and amiable 
virtues, as may convince us, that the or- 
der of frature contains in it the greateſt beauty, 
It is directed in a right line, but it deviates into 
carves and irregular motions, by various attracti- 
ons, and diſturbing eaufes, Different qualifica- 
tions ſhine out in different men. Bacon and 


 Newrovx (not to mention BoyLz)fhew the di- 


vine extent of the human mind: of which power 
RL SwtFT 
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Sw1FT could not be inſenſible; but as I have often 
told you, his diſappointments rendered him ſplene- 
tic, and angry with the whole world. bs 
EnpucaTion, habit, and conſtitution, give a 
ſurprizing variety of characters; and while they 
produce ſome particular qualities, are apt to check 
others. Fortitude of mind ſeldom attends a ſeden- 
tary life: nor is the man, whoſe ambitious views 
are croſſed, fcarce ever afterwards indued with be- 
nevolence of heart. The ſame mind, that is capa- 
ble of exerting the greateſt virtue by ſome defect in 
the firſt ſteps of education, often degenerates into 
the greateſt vice. Theſe effects take their ſource 
from cauſes almoſt mechanical. The ſoul, in our 
_ preſent ſituation, is blended and encloſed with cor- 
poreal ſubſtance, and the matter of which our hody 
1s compoſed, produces ſtrange impulſes upon the 
mind: but the inſtances that might illuſtrate, and 
explain the different effects ariſing from this forma- 
tion, are too digreſſively extenſive for my preſent 


 : To correct vice, by ſhewing her deformity in 
oppoſition to the beauty of virtue, and to amend 
the faiſe ſyſtems of philoſophy, by pointing out the 
errors, and applying falutary means to avoid them, 
is a noble deſign. This was the general intent, I 
would fain flatter myſelf, of my hieroglyphic 
friend. | 

| GuL LIVER's travels ate chiefly to be looked up- 
on as an irregular eſſay of Sw1FT's peculiar wit 
and humour. Let us take a view of the two firſt 
parts together. The inhabitants of Liliput are re- 
preſented, as if reflected from a concave mirrour, 
by which every object is reduced to a deſpicable 
SE 1 85 | minuteneſs 
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minuteneſs. The inhabitants of Brobdingnag, by 
a contrary mirrour, are enlarged to a ſhocking de- 
formity. In Lilliput we behold a ſet of puny in- 
| ſets, or animalcules in human ſhape, ridiculouſly 
engaged in affairs of importance. In Yrobdingnag 
the monſters of enormous ſiae are employed in 
trifles. | 
La uvel GvuLLiver has obſerved great ex- 
actneſs in the juſt proportion, and appearances 
of the ſeveral objects thus leſſened and magnifie:: 
but he dwells too much upon theſe optical decepti- 
ons. The mind is tired with a repeiition of them, 
eſpecially as he points out no beauty, nor uſe in 
| ſuch amazing diſcoveries, which might have been 
ſo continued as to have afforded improvement, at 
the ſame time that they gave aſtoniſhment. Upon 
the whole, he too often ſhews an indelicacy that is 
not agreeable, and exerts his vein of humour moſt 
improperly i in ſome places, where (I am afraid) he 
glances at religion. | 
Il x his deſcription of Liliput, he ſeems to have 
had England more immediately in view. In his 
deſcription of Blefuſcu he ſeems to intend the peo- 
ple and kingdom of France : yet the allegory be- 
tween theſe nations is frequently interrupted, and 
ſcarce- any where compleat. Several juſt ſtrokes of 
ſatyr are ſcattered here and there upon errors in the 
conduct of our government: and, in the ſixth chap- 
ter of his voyage to Brobdingnag, he gives an ac- 
count of the political ſtate of Europe: his obſerva- 
tions are delivered with his uſual ſpirit of humour 
and ſeverity. He appears moſt particularly affet- 
ed with the proceedings of the courts of judicature, 
and complains of being almoit ruined by a Chan- 


E 5 cery 
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cery ſuit, which was determined in his favour with 
co/ts, It muſt be confeſled, that inſtances of this 
kind are too frequent in our courts of juſtice, and 
they leave us no room to boaſt of the execution of 
our preſent laws, however excellent the laws, in 

their own original foundation, may have been. 
Judgment, when turned into wormwoed, is bitter, 
but delays, as Lord Bacon obſerves, turn it into 
vinegar: it becomes ſharp, and corroding : and 


OD certainly it is more eligible to die immediately by 


the wound of an enemy, than to decay lingering 
by poifon, adminiſtered from a ſeeming friend. 

Tas ſeventh chapter of the voyage of Brob- 
dingnag contains ſuch ſarcaſms on the ſtructure of 

the human body, as too plainly ſhew us, that the 
author was unwilling to loſe any opportunity of de- 
bafing and ridiculing his own fpecies. 

Hz x E areflexion naturally occurs, which, with- 
dodut any ſuperſtition, leads me tacitly to admire, 
and confeſs the ways of Providence : for this great 
genius, this mighty wit, who ſeemed tn ſcoff, and 
ſcorn at all mankind, lived not only to be an ex- 


ample to puniſh his own pride, and to terrify ours, 


but underwent fome of the greateſt miſeries to 

which human nature is liable. The particulars of 

this aſſertion will appear, by copy ing a letter 
which one of his relations ſent to ma, in anſwer ta 
Ry enquuics alter his ſuustion. 


Mr 
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Dublin, November 22, 1742. 


My LORD, 


7 H eaſy manner, in which you reproach me 
for not acquarnting you with the poer Dean's 
/ituationy lays a freſh obligation upon me; yet 
mean as an exctſe is for a fault, I ſhall attempt one 
to your Lord/hip, and only for this reaſon, that you 
may not think me capable of neglect ing any thing you 
could command me. I told you in my laſt letter, the 
Dean's underflanding was quite gone, and I frared 
the farther particulars would only ſhock the tender- 
| neſs of your nature, and the melancholy ſcene mak 
your heart ache, as it hay often done mine. I was 
the laſt per ſon whom he knew, and when that part 
of his memory faikd, he was ſo outragious at ſeeing 
any body, that I was forced to leave him, nor coult 
be re for a night or two after ſeeing any perſon : 
fo that all the attendance which 1 could pay him was 
calling twice a week to enquire after hit bealth, and 
to obſerve that proper care was taken of him, and 
dur only loo at him while bis back was toward: 
me, fearing to diſcompoſe him. He walked ten hours 
4 day, would not eat or drink if his ſervant flayed 
in the room. His meat was ſerved up ready cut, 
and fometimes it would lie an hour on the table be- 
fore he would tonch it, and then eat it walking. 
About fix weeks age, in one mght's time, bis -left 
ye ſwelled as large as an egg, and the lid Mr. 
Nichols (his ſurgeon) thonght would mortify, and 
many largs boils appeared upon bis arms and body. 
The torture he was in, is not to be deſcribed. Five 
perſons could ſcarce bold him fer a week, from tear- 


ing 
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ing out his own eyes : and, for near a month, he did 
not flee two hours in twenty four : yet a moderate 
appetite continued; and what is more ta be wonder- 
ed at, the laſi day of his illneſs, he knew me perfect- 
4<& well, took me by the hand, called me by my name, 
and ſhewed the ſame pleaſure as uſual in ſeeing me. 
J aſſed him, if he would give me a dinner? He 
ſaid, to be ſure, my old friend. Thus he continued 
that day, and knew the Doctor and Surgeon, and 
all his family fo well, that Mr. Nicnors thought 
it poſſible he might return to a ſhare of underflanding, 
fo as to be able to coll for what he wanted, and to 


bear ſome of his old friends to amuſe him. But a- 


las ! this pleafure to me was but of ſhort duration; 


Fer the next day or two it was all over, and prou- 


ed to be only pain that had rouzed him. He is now 
Free from torture + his eye almoſt well; very quiet, 
and begins to fleep, but cannot, without great difficul- 
ty, be prevailed on to walk a turn abont his room - 
and yet in this way the Phyſicians think he may hold 
out fo ſome time. I am, my Lord, 


Your Lordſhip's moſt obidient 
humble ſervant, | 
M. WaiTtewar. 
Wa ar a ſhocking, what a melancholy account 


is this ! of how ſmall eſtimation muſt the greateſt 
genius appear in the ſight of Gon! 


a letter from another of his relations, DAN E 
SWIFT, 


ABouT a year and a half afterwards, I received [| 
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Swirr, Eſq; in anſwer to a report, which I had 
mentioned to him, of Dr. Sw IFT's having view- 
ed himſelf (as he was led acroſs the room) in a 
glaſs, and crying out, O poor Old man /” The 
letter is written long after the Dean had been to- 
tally deprived of reaſon. 


Dublin, April 4, 1744. 
My LORD, | 
I 1 to the ſtory of O poor old man! 7 enquired 
into it. The Dean did ſay ſomething upon 
his feeing himſelf in the glaſs, but neither 
Mrs. RivGswar, nor the lower ſervants could tell” 
me what it was he ſaid. I deſired them to recollect᷑ 
it, by the time when I ſhould come again to the dea- 
nery. I haue been there ſince, they cannot recolle? 
it. A thouſand ſtories have been invented of him 
within theſe two years, and impoſed upon the world, 
I thaught this might have been one of them + and yet 
J am naw inclined to think, there may be ſome truth 
init: for on Sunday the 17th of March, as he ſat 
in his chair, upon the houſekeeper”; moving a knife 
| from him as he was going ta catch at it, he ſhrugged 
| bis ſhoulders, and, rockiig bimſelf; ſaid, I am 
what I am, I am what I am: ard, about fix mi- 
nutes afterwards, repeated the fame words two or 
three times over. 
His ſervant ſhaves bis hubs, and all bis face 
as low as the tip of his chin, once a ice. but un- 
| der the chin, and about the throat, when the hair © 
grows loag, it is cut with ſciſſars. | 
. : | SOME TIMES 
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SOMETIMES he will not ntter 4 fillable: ar 


ether times he will ſpeak incoherent word: but he 
never yet, as far as I could bedr, talied u or 
faid a 4 Ret le 
ABQUT four months ago he gave me great troꝝ - 
ble : he ſ:emed to have a mind to talk to me. In er- 
der to try what be would ſay, I told bim, I came to 
dine with him, and immediately his hauſckeeper, Mrs, 


Rip wa v, ſaid, Won't you give Mr. SWũ Ir T2 | 


glaſs of wine, Sir? he ſhrugged his ſhoulders, juſt 
as he uſed ts do when he had a mind that a friend 
ſhould ſpend the evening with him. Shrugging his 
ſprulders, your Lordſhip may remember, was as much 
as te ſay, © You'll ruin me in wine.” I own, J 
was ſcarce able to bear the fight. Soon after be 
again endea vaured, with a good deal of pain, to find 
words to ſpeak to me: at laſ, not being able, after 
many efforts, he gave a heavy fizh, and, I think, 
was afterwards filent. This puts me in mind of 
| what he ſaid about five days ago. He endeaunired 
ſeueral times to ſpeak to his ſervant (now and then he 
calls him by bis name) at laſt, not finding words to 
expreſ; what he would be at, after ſome uneaſineſs, 
he ſaid, ** am a fool.“ Nor long ago, the ſervant 
fook up his watch that lay upon the table to fee what 
& click it was, he ſaid, Bring it here: and when i it 
was brought he locked very attentively af it fume time 
ago, the ſervant was breaking a large flubborn coal, 
be ſaid, That's a ſtone, you blockhead.” 
IN a few days, or ſome very ſhort time, after 
guardians had been appointed for him, I went inty 
his dining room, where he was waking, I ſaid 
ſomething to him very infigmficant, I know not what; 
but, 28 of making m kind of anſwer to it, he 


aid, 


' door, and immediately afterwards, raifmg bis hand 
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e /aid, Go, go, pointing with his band to the 


| to his head, he ſaid, My beſt. underſtanding,” 
and ſo broke off abt th, and walked away, I am. 


my Lord, 


Your Lebte, s moſt ovedin, | 
Deans Swirr. 


Tus two letters will not probably occafion 
in you very chearful ſpeculations. Let us return 
back therefore to the Lillipatians, and the Brob- 
dingnaggians; where you will find many ridiculous 
adventures, even ſuck as muſt have excited mirth 
from HzRacLiTus. Where indelicacies do not 
intervene, the narrative is entertaining and 
| humourous. Several juſt ſtrokes of fatyr are ſcat- 
tered up and down upon political errors in govern- 
ment. In ſome parts, Gul Liv A ſeems to have 
had particular incidents, if not particular perſons 
in his view. His obſervations on education are 
uſeful: and fo are his improvements on the inſtitu- 
tions of Lux us. Upon reading over the two 
firſt parts of theſe travels, I think that I can diſco- 
ver a very great reſemblance between certain paſ- 
ſages, in GULLIVER's voyage to Lilliput, and the 
voyage of CYRANO Ds BERGERAC to the fun 
and moon. 
Cyr anoDe BERGERAC is French author of 
a ſingular character, who had a very peculiar turn 
of wit and humour, in many reſpects reſembling 
| that 
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that of Swir r. He wanted the advantages of 
learning, and a regular education: his imagination 
was lefs guarded and correct, but more agreeably 
extravagant. He has introduced into his philoſo- 
phical romance, the ſyſtem of DescarTEs (which 
was then much admired) intermixed with ſeveral 
fine ſtrokes of juſt ſatyr on the wild, and immecha- 
nical enquiries of the philoſophers, and aſtronomers 
of that age: and in many parts he has evidently 
directed the plan, which the dean of St. PaTrICK's 
has purſued, 

I aM forry, and yet, in candour, I ought to ob- 
ſerve, that GULL1vER, in his voyage to Lilliput, 
dares even to exert his vein of humour ſo liberally, 
as to place the reſurrection (one of the moſt encou- 
_ raging principles of the Chriſtian religion) in a ri- 
diculous, and contemptible light.. Why ſhould 
that appointment be denied to man, or appear fo 
very extraordinary in the human kind, which the 
Author of nature has illuſtrated in the vegetable 
ſpecies, where the ſeed dies and corrupts, before it 
can riſe again to new beauty and glory? But I am 
writing out of my province; and that I may be 
tempted no farther, here let me end the criticiſm 
upon the two firſt parts of GULL1ve«'s travels, 
the concluſion of which, I mean GuLiivzr's 
eſcape from Bz 08D 1NGx 4G, is humorous, ſatyrical, 
and decent. I am, my deareſt HAM, by duty and 
inclination, 
| Your befl friend, | 

and maſt a feftionate father, 
OR RER Y. 


LETTER 
* Page 5 
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LETTER XII. 


uy dear HA MILTON, 


HE third part of GutLiveR's Travels are 
in general written againſt chymiſts, mathe- 
maticians, mechanics, and projectors of all kinds · 


Swir r was little acquainted with mathematical 


knowledge, and was prejudiced againſt it, by ob- 
ſerving the ſtrange effects it produced in thoſe, who 
applied themſelves entirely to that ſcience. No 
part of human literature has given greater ſtrength . 
to the mind, or has produced greater benefits to 
mankind, than the ſeveral branches of learning that 
may paſs under the general denomination of mathe- 
matics. But the abuſes of this ſtudy, the idle, thin, 
immechanical refinements of it, are juſt ſubjects of 
ſatyr. The real uſe of knowledge is to invigorate, 
not to enervate the faculties of reaſon. Learning 
degenerates into a ſpecies of madneſs, when it is not 
ſuperior to what it poſleſſeth. The ſcientific powers 
are moſt evident, when, they are capable of exert- 
ing themſelves in the ſocial duties of life; when, 
they wear no chains, but can freely diſengage them- 
ſelves, and like a ſound conftitution of body, riſe 
chearful, and more vigorous by the food they have 
acquired, being neither oppreſſed, nor rendered ſtu- 
pid by the labours of ”_ yy 
bh RD 
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Lo Bacom has juſtly expoſed the vain pur- | 
ſuits of oftentatious pedants in the different parts of 
learning; and their unaccountable temerity in de- 


ducing general rules from arbitrary maxims, or few 


experiments: he has likewiſe fixed upon a ſure and 


certain baſis, the procedure and limits of the Hu- 
man underſtanding. Swirr has purſued the 
fame plan in a different manner, and has placed the 
imaginary ſchemes of all pretenders, in a more lu- 
dicrous, and therefore in a more proper light. 


: | Ridiculum acri 2 
Fortius ac melius, nagnas plerumgue ſecat res, 


Hs cannot be ſuppoſed to condemn uſeful ex- 


periments, or the right application of theth : but 
he ridicules the vain attempts, and irregular pro- 
dustions of thoſe raſh men, who, like Ix Ion, em- 


bracing a cloud inftead of a goddels, plagued the 


world with centaurs, whilſt, JuerT#&, from the 
embraces of a Juno, and an ALCMENA, bleſſed 


the ea th with an HeBe, and an HercurLss. 


HowevezR wild the deſcription of the fling 
i land, and the manners, and various projects of the 
' philoſophers of Lagads may appear, yet it is a real 
picture embelliſhed with much Tatent wit and hu- 
mour. It is a ſatyr upon thofe aſtronomers and 
mathematiciahs, who have ſo entirely dedicated 


their time to the planets, that they have been care- 
leſs of their family and country, and have been 
chiefly anxious about the ceconomy and welfare of 
the upper worlds. But if we conſider 8w Ir T's 


romance in a ſerious light, we ſhall find him of 


opinion, that thoſe determinations in phylofophy, : 


which 


4 
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which at preſent ſeem to the moſt knowing men 
to be perfectly well ſounded and underſtood, are in 
reality unſetiied, or uncertain, and may perhaps 
ſome ages hence be as much defcried as the axioms 
of ARISTOTLE are at this day. Sir Is AAc New- 
Tow and his notions may hereafter be out of faſhion. 
There is a kind of mode in philoſophy, as well as 
in other things : and fuch modes often change more 
from the humour and caprice of men, than either 
from the unreaſonable, or the ill-founded conclu- 
ſions of the philoſophy itfelf. The reaſonings of 
ſome philoſophers have undoubtedly better founda- 
tions than thoſe of others : but I am of opinion 
(and Sw1yT ſeems to be in the fame way of think- 
ing) that the moſt applauded philoſophy hitherto 
extant, has not fully, clearly, and certainly explain- 
ed many difficulties in the phenomena of nature. 
I am induced to believe, that God may have abſo- 
Jutely denied us the perſect knowledge of many 
points in philoſophy, ſo that we ſhall never arrive 

at that perfection, however certain we may ſuppoſe 

ourſelves of having attained to it da Upon 
the whole we may fay with TutLy, Onmibus fere 
in rebus, et naxime in phyſicis uw non Mt citrus 
quam quid fit, dixerim. 

Tu project for a more eaſy and expeditions 
method of writing a treatiſe in any ſcience, by a 
wooden engine *, is entertainingly ſatyrical, and is 
aimed at thoſe authors, who, inſtead of receiving 
materials from their own thoughts and obfervations, 
collect os dictionaries and common as 


* Page 218. 
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an irregular variety, without order, uſe or len, 


a pes nec 5 uni 
 Redadatur forme. 


Tae project of ſhortning a diſcourſe, by cutting 
polyſyllables into one, and leaving out verbs and 


participles a, is pointed at the pernicious cuſtom of 


contracting the Engliſh language, the dialect of 
which is naturally harſh, and that harſbneſs is ſtill 
encreaſed by improper contractions. As SwiFT 
was ſcrupulouſly exact in the pronunciation of his 
own tongue, not the leaſt improper expreſſion ever 
eſcaped his cenſure: and I remember to have ſeen 
in manuſcript a dictionary of hard words, compoſed 
by him for the uſe of his female ſenate. . 

Tus fixth chapter ® is full of ſeverity and ſatyr. 
Sometimes it is exerted againſt the legiſlative power: 
ſometimes againſt particular politicians: ſometimes 
againſt women: and ſometimes it degenerates into 
filth. True humour ought to be kept up with de- 
cency, and dignity, or it loſes every tincture of en- 
tertainment. Deſcriptions that ſhock our delicacy 
cannot have the leaſt good effect upon our minds, 
They offend us, and we fly precipitately from the 
fight. We cannot ſtay long enough to examine, 
whether wit, ſenſe, or morality, may be couched 
under ſuch odious appearances. I am ſorry to ſay, 
that theſe ſort of deſcriptions, which are too often 
interſperced throughout all Swirr's works, are 
ſeldom written with any other view, or from any 


other 


9 Page 220. Page 223. 
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other motive, than a wild unbridled indulgence of 
his own humour and diſpoſition. 

He ſeems to have hniſhed his voyage to Laru- 
TA in a careleſs hurrying manner, which makes 
me almoſt think, that ſometimes he was tired with 
his work, and attempted to run through i it as faſt 
as he could; otherwiſe why was the curtain dropped 
ſo ſoon,or why were we deprived of ſo noble a ſcene 
as might have been diſcovered in the iſland of Glub- 
dubdrib, * where,the governor, by his ſtill in necre- 
mancy, had the power of calling whom he pleaſed from 
the dead. I have not time by this poſt to write to 
you my thoughts upon a ſubject, which I confeſs 
| awakened, but by no means ſatisfied my curioſity. 
I lamented to find ſo many illuſtrious ghoſts vaniſh. 
ſo quickly, and ſo abruptly trom my fight, many of 
whom were of the brighteſt characters in hiſtory. 
In my next letter I ſhall endeavour to detain them 
a little longer in Leiceſter-ſiellt, than Sw1eT ſuf- 
ſered them to ſtay in the iſland of Sorcerers, 


J am, 
| My dear HamiLToN, 
Your. affeftionate Father, 


'ORRERY. 


LETTER 
Chap. VII. Page 252. 5 
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LETTER XIII. 


My deareft HAM1LTON, 


BELIEVE it wouldbe impoſſible to find out 
1 the deſign of Dr. Sw iy r, in ſummoning up a 
_ parcel of apparitions, that from their behaviour, or 


from any thing they ſay, are almoſt of as little con - 


ſequence, as the ghoſts in GA 's farce of the hat 


ye call it, Perhaps SwirT's general deſign might 
arraign the conduct of eminent perſons after. . 


be to 
their death, and to convey their names, and images 
to poſterity, deprived of thoſe falſe colours, in 
which they formerly appeared. If theſe were his 
intentions, he has miſled his aim; or at leaſt, has 


been ſo far carried away by his diſpoſition to rail- 
lery, that the moral, which ought to ariſe from ſuch 


a fable, is buried in-obſcurity. | 
THe firſt airy ſubſtance introduced is ALEXAN- 


' DER the Great. After a hint from GuLLIveR, 
that we have loſt the true Greek idiom, the con- 

queror of the univerſe is made to 1 upon his 
| honour, ** That he died by ex 2 ve drinking, not by 
d poem. A trifling and an improper obſervation, 


becauſe the apparition is called up as he appeared 
at the head of his army, juſt after the battle of Ar- 


Bella. Loun my ev pectations were great, when [I 
found bis * was to be at that particular 


juncture. 1 


9 Chap. VII. page 234. 
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juncture. Or rather I could have wiſhed to have 
= after the battle of {/is,, when the tempe 
rate. uſe which he made of his vifory, was highly 
worthy. of imitation. Such a cireumſtance might 
have graced his triumph. There are others too in 
the hiſtorical records of him, that redound to his 
honour. The tender regard which he ſhewed to 
Pinpax, by ſparing the houſe of that poet (when 
he raſed the city of Zhebes) ſeems to demand per- 
| petual gratitude. from all ſucceeding bards. The 
manner in which be yalated the tomb of Aen1LTIESö: 
the affection and reſpect paid by him to AgisTo- 
LE: the undaunted confidence placed in his phy- 
ſician Pa1LIp, are inftances ſuſkcient to ſhew, that 
ALEXANDER did not want ſame virtues of hu- 
maanity: and when we conſider ſeveral of his raſh 
actions of inebricty, they convince us, how far the 
native excellencies of the mind may be debaſed 
and changed by paſſions which too often attend 
ſucceſs and luxury, 


Urcungus defecers mores 
Dedecorant bane nat pe. 


Ir is evident, my Ham, that $W1FT had con- 
ceived an abſolute diſguſt to ALEXANDER, whale 


Character he aims to deſtroy, by touching it in ſo 


light a manner, that he puts me in mind of the 
viſit paid by AuGusTus CasaR, to ALEXAN- 
| DER's ſepulchre at Alexandria. Upon the Em- 
peror's arrival, the body of the Macedonian hero 
was found in it's full dimenſions, but fo tender not- 
withilanding all the former — that C x- 


7 X 
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SAR, by touching only the noſe of it, defaced the 1 


whole figure immediately. . « 
HaNNIBAL * ſeems to have been Ps 
with no other view than to cenſure Livy the hi- 
ſtorian. It is not only improbable, but impoſſible, 
that HanniBar ſhould have carried a ſufficient 


quantity of vinegar for the purpoſe related byLivy: 


but as vinegar will certainly ſoften, and diffolve' 


ſtones, the experiment might have been improved, 
or ſo contrived by HAN NIBAT, as to appear to 
make an eaſy, and expeditious opening through 


Togne particular paſſage, already fitted for the pur- 
poſt. Such a trial, practiſed in that age of dark- 


neſs, and properly managed, might have been uni- 
verſally received as a kind of miracle: fo that 
Ltvy could ſcarce have avoided inſerting the report 
as an acknowledged truth: eſpecially as the fact 


itſelf ſeems to infer that the Romans were invinci-' 


ble, unleſs from ſome ſupernatural cauſe. Sw1 et 
(no friend to military men) thinks the Carthagi-* 
nian general unworthy of any farther notice: and 


haſtens to call up the ſenate of Rome. This gives 
him an opportunity of being very ſevere upon a cer- 
tain modern aſſembly, which he treats in a manner 


more reſembling the Cynic in his cell, than the 


free humoured Rabelais in his eaſy chair. 


PourE v and Cs AR only appear to grace the ' 
entry of BxuTvs, who is Swirr's favourite pa- 


triot: but as CEs Ax generouſly confeſſed to GuL- * 
LIVER, . That the greateſt actions of bis life, were 
„ not, by many degrees, equal to the glory off taking 


4c it away. It would have been a proper alleviation * 
of the Dictator s crimes, to have acknowledged f 
him, 


» Page 235. 


er 
ne 


ng 


Z try, their act had been compleatly glorious, a ang 
| was 


-* 
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him the greateſt ſtateſman, orator, and ſoldier of 


the age, in which he lived: an age, fertile of emi- 


ment men: an age, when ambition was ſcarce 


looked upon as a crime : and when the Roman 
virtue (once the ſupport and preſervation of the 
commonwealth) was long fince loſt in vice and 
luxury : at ſuch a time a ſingle maſter was become 
neceſſary, and Po Ev would have ſeized the 
reins of government had not CæsA interpoſed. 
If the conſpirators had reſtored liberty to their coun- 


would have ſhewed, that Cs ax, not Rome, | 
degenerated. But if we may judge from the con- 
ſequences, Heaven diſapproved of the deed: a par- 
ticular fate attended the conſpirators, not one of 
whom died a natural: death: and even BRUrus, 


perhaps recollecting in his laſt moments the bene- 


fits, which he had received from Cæs AR, was 
ſtaggered in his thoughts of virtue, and imagining 
himſelf deceived by a ſhadow, broke out into a pa- 
thetical expreſſion, ſignifying, ** that he had wor- 
«* hipped virtue as a ſubſtance, and had found it only 
« a ſhadow :** ſo that he ſeems to have wanted that 
fortitude of mind, which conſtantly attends true 
virtue to the grave. This defect in the character 
of Bur us, is not improperly expreſſed in the fa- 


mous gallery of the great duke of Tuſcany, where 


there is a very fine head of BRuTus begun by 
Micnater AN GE IO, but left unfiniſhed: under 
it is engraven upon a copper plate this diſtic, 


Dum Bauri effigiem ſculptor de marmore ducit, 
In mentem ſceleris venit, et abjlinuit. 


F 1 


great; however many of them were foils te his 
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Is Bau rus erred, it was from a wrong notion 
of virtue. The character of Cæs Ax is perhaps 
more amiable, but lefs perfect: his faults were 


virtues. A modern eminent writer, has repreſented 

him as a glutton: he tells us, that when Cs 
went to the public feaſts, he conſtantly took a vo- 
mit in the morning, with a deſign to indulge him- 
felf with more keenneſs, and to encreaſe his 


appe- 
tite for the enſuing feaſt. The fact is true, but! 


would willingly believe the inference unjuſt. It is 
more than probable, that he practiſed this cuſtom 
by the advice of his phyficians, who might dire& 
ſuch a regimen, as the moſt certain, and immediate 
| preſervation againſt epileptic fits, to which the Dic- 

tator was often liable. Your grandfather, my ho- 
noured father (who was excelled by few phyſicians 


in the theory of phyſic) has oft.1told me, that t 


kind of convulſions were of ſuch a nature as ge- 


nerally to come on after eating, and more violently | 


if the ſtomach was overloaded, Cs AR was fo 


careſul in obſerving a decent dignity in his behs | 
viour, that he dreaded the ſhame of expoſtng pub- 


 lickly this weakneſs in his conſtitution, and there 
fore guarded againſt it in a prudent manner, which 
has ſince been conſtrued into a reproach, This 
ſurmiſe, my Ha M, reſts upon the ſtronger founda- 


tion, as all authors agree, that he was moſt ſtriftly, 


and remarkably abſtemious. 


Ix his public character, CAR appears a ſtrong 


example, how far the greateſt natural, and acquired 
accompliſhments may loſe their Juſtre, when made 
ſubſervient to falſe glory, and an immoderate thirk 


of power; as on the other hand, the hiſtory of 


Bare 
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critical, when he adds, that all the a 
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BruTus may inftru& us, what unlrappy effects 


the rigid exerciſe of feperior virtue, when mifap- 
plied and carried-too fat, may r the moſt 


Redfift mind, er the ſoundeſt 


Gur LIvER has given to BxauTvs five compani- 
ons, Jon. Bxurus, Seck ATESs, EramixonDas, 
* the cenſor, and Sir Tromas Moors. 


Such a ſextumvirate is not eaſily to be encreaſed: 


yet, let me hope, that the reflexiort is tod ſeverely 


* the 
« world'cannet furniſh out a ſeventh.” Huy 
has produced men of virtue, and Wer ih in = 
higheſt degree. The race of mankind, ſince their 
firſt creation, have been always the ſame. The 
greateſt characters have been blended! with the 
greateſt faults. Poets and hiſtorians have ſingled 


cout particular perfons for fame and immortality : 
| they have adorned them with accompliſhments, 


which perhaps they never poſſeſſed, while other 


men' equally meritorious, have been filently buri- 


ed in oblivion, with only the Aon conſciouſneſs 


of deſerving a rank 
BrvuTvs in the Elyſian fields. 


In this illuſtrious ſextumvirate, thei ts ms 


the companions of 


Sr Thomas Moore wndoubtedly deferve the 


pre-eminence. The extravagant virtue of Ju- 
wus Bxurds is ſhocking to every parent, and 
every good-natured mind. The i important ſervices 
of the ſather, might juſtly have clalmed from 
the public, the pardon of his ſons: and when his 
paternal piety had faved their lives, his precepts 
and example might ſo effectually have reclaimed 
their errors, as to have made them become uſeful 


members of the commonwealth. I am fully per- 


. ſuaded, 
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luaded, that if Dr. Swirr had been a father; 
we ſhould not have found the name of Junius 
Bur us where it is now placed. Us 
I EP AMI NON DAS the Theban glofy firſt ap- 
peared: and died. His own merit, in overcoming 
the greateſt difficulties, entirely fixed his reputation. 
A happy concurrence of circumſtances has often 
given fame to others; but EpaMINoNDAs was 
indebted for his ſuperior character, only to him- 
I am in ſome doubt, whether CA ro the Cen- 
for can fairly claim a rank among ſo choice a groupe 
of ghoſts. He juſtly indeed condemned the lux- 
ury of the Romans, and he puniſhed their vices 
with an impartial ſeverity : but herein he ſeems to 
haue indulged his own natural temper rather than 
to have acted abſolutely from a love of virtue: he 
was a declared enemy to poetry, painting, and all 
the politer arts: he was proud, vain, and moroſe: 
but above all, he was ſo extremely avaritious, that 
RHADAMANTHUS in the Archbiſhop of of Can+ 
BRAY'S dialogues of the dead, after expreſſing 
ſome regard to his merits, tells him, as he was an 
uſurer he could not be admitted into the Elyſian 
fields: and therefore orders him to keep the gate 
as porter: in which ſituation, he might gratify 
the cenſoriouſneſs of his diſpoſition, by examining 
every ghoſt that attempted to come into Eùſium, 


and by ſhutting the door againſt all thoſe, who 
were not qualified for admittance. R, ADAM AN- 
THUS then gives him money, to pay CaaRON 
| far ſuch paſſengers, who were not able to pay fof 
themſelves, and at the ſame time declares, that he 
will puniſh him as a robber, if he offers to * 

N 3 
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out that money upon uſury. How very different, | 


you will ſay, are the ſentiments of Archbiſhop 


FexE10N, and of Dr. Swir in their judgment 
of Caro. The one thinks him unworthy of a 

place among millions in El/rum, while the other, 
diſtinguiſhes him among the greateſt men of an- 
tiquity. From this diſſention of opinions may be 


| traced, perhaps, the particular temper both of the 


Archbiſhop and of the Dean, and from thence 
may be deduced the reaſon, why the Cenſor was 
eſteemed by the latter, and condemned by the 
former. 

_ Gur raves, after having taken a tranſient 
view of numberleſs illuſtrious perſons, whom he 
does not name, cloſes the chapter, and gives me 


an opportunity of finiſhing my letter. Late, ve- 
ry late, may you become a ghoſt ! And when one, 


may you equal any of Sw Ir T's ſextumvirate, and 
may his ghoſt (grown lefs cynical and better in- 
ſtructed) rejoice to admit you into the company, 


from which he has ſo arbitrarily excluded all future | 


generations. So wiſhes, ſo Pays, 

Your affeAti onate Father, 
| 'ORRERY. 
| On . 
L E T T E R XIV. 


\ ULLIVER, tired of heroes, changes the 
ſcene in the eighth chapter of his voyage 


td Lyputa, and becomes curious to know the ſitu- 


71 ation 


102 REMARKS ON THE LIFE | 


ation of poets and philoſophers, who, in their 
turn, have as eagerly contended for fame, as Cx. 
S4R did for power, or Baurus for liberty. 
He deſires, that Hou and Ag1sToTLE may 
make their appearance at the head of their com- 
mentators. Hout R, ſays our traveller, war 
tte taller, and comelier perſon of the two + wall- 
eil very ered? for one of his age, and his eyes were 
* the moſt quick and piercing I ever bebeld.” It 
is certain, that HomEeR has rather gained, than loft 
vigour by his years. Twenty ſix centuries have 
not unbraced his nerves, or given one wrinkle to 
his brow : and although GurTLIvER has beſtow- 
ed upon him the additional ornament of fine eyes, 
yet I am apt to think they made the figure of this 
divine old man leſs awful : at leaſt I am glad that 
he wanted his eye ſight while he lived, ſince it is 
impoſhble, net to conclude from the produQtions 
of Hou R and MirTvy, that the Mind's Eye 
urtunes more iztegſely diſcerning, when it is 
not interrupted by external objects. It is an old 

obſervation, that Homer hes nouriſhed more 
perſons than SYLLA, CAR and AuGusTUsS; 
and while their pictures have decayed, not a letter 
of the IIIA has been loſt. The Grecian poet 
not only preſerves his original form, but breathes 
freely, and looks beautifully in ather languages: 
a happier metempfichofis than PTT HAG ORASG e- 
ver dreamt of. However, if Homer was ahſo- 
lutely obliged to weer the different dreſſes, which 

have been given to him, be r 
believe, find the motion of ,his' Upibs uneafy 2D. 
| confined : and would Pr efer his own ſimple atctire 
even to the birth day fuit, which our 9 
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has given him. The commentators have done 
leſs honour to Homes, than the tranſlators. Some 
of theſe learned pedants have entirely waſted their 
obſervations upon particles and words: others have 
run into a minute exactneſs, in comparing the pro- 
priety of his images : while others again, have en - 
deavoured to trace out from the Hiad and Odyfly, 
all the rudiments of arts and ſciences. Some there 
_ are, who dwell on ſuch narrow circumſtances, as 
were neglected by Ho uE A, and ean only be ſuitable 
to their own confined genius. They are not able 
to purſue him in his Abüme büme fights, and attempt 
therefore to bring him upon a level with themſelves. 
Their low mechanical netions remind me of an 
abſurd problem propoſed by the famous Monſieur 
Hvar, whether the Iliad might not be written up- 
on vellum in fo ſmall a hand, that the whole might 
be contained within a nutſhell ? This important 
queſtion is ſald +o have engaged the thouguts ant” 
attention of the French court, and gives us a true 
picture of a laborious, taſteleſs critic upon Homer. 
The Dauphin, and his train, are for putting the 
Iliad into a nutſhell, when Al ExAN DEN, and his 
courtiers, choſe the richeſt, and moſt curious cabi- 


net of DAR I us, as the only 9 
Hom s&'s works. 


Hon R and An STOT X were as oppoſite as poſ.- 
ſtble in their-charaQers: but Dr. Sw ir has placed 
them together, chiefly with a view of ſhewing'their 
commentators, in that juſt and ridiculous light, in 
which thoſe ſchaliaſts ought to appear. When an 
age is blefled with the productions of an uncom- 
mon genius,” ſuch as reſembles Hou n, it muſt, 

| r by bud imitations 
F4 an 
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and comments; in the ſame mariner that you may 
have obſerved the ſun by its heat and influence rai- 
ſing vapours, and animating inſets, that infe& 
and perhaps corrupt the air, in which he ſhines 
with ſo much luſtre. But, when an original ad- 
mired author, as ARISTOTLE, is really erroneous 


ada and deceives with falſe ſpecious principles, what a 


train of errors muſt ariſe from commentators on 
ſuch ſubjects, who, while they endeavour to pur- 
ſue and extend a pleaſing enchanted proſpect, that 
has no real foundation, deviate into a dark, diſ- 
agreeable road of b iers and thorns ? - 
Ir is on this account that the Dean has introduc-' 
ed AR1STOTLE in company with Homer. The 
deſcription of that philoſopher is fine, and in a few 
words repreſents the true nature of his works. 


He ſtosped much, and made uſe of a fta. His 


„ diſage was meagre, his hair lank and thin, and 
Lis ice-bollory.”” By not having the immortal 
ſpirit of HouER, he was unable to keep his body 
ere: and the ſtaff which weakly ſupported him, 
like his commentators, made this defect more con- 
ſpicuous. He wanted not ſome uſeful qualities, 
but theſe real ornaments, like his hair, were thin 
and ungraceful. His ſtyle was harſh, and like his 
voice, had neither force nor harmony. He was 
without doubt a man of great genius and penetra- 
tion, but he did infinitely more prej udice than ſer- 
vice to real literature. He ſtudied words more 
than fads, and delivered his philoſophy perplexed 
with ſuch intricate logical terms, as have laid a 
foundation for the endleſs ſcholaſtic diſputations» 
which have corrupted and retarded the progreſs of 
learning. He waged war with all his predeceſſors. He 

ing never 
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never auotes an author bu: with a view to refute his 
opinion. Like the Ottoman Emperor, he could not 
reign in ſafety, till he had firſt deſtroyed his bre- 
thren. He was as ambitious in ſcience, as his pupil 
ALEXANDER was in arms. He aimed to be a de(- 
potic original: and not only to be the Prince, but 
the Tyrant of philoſophy. What then can be ex- 
pete! from the commentators of his works, who 
were devoid of his ingenuity, and poſleſled all his 
intricate follies? Ram us with his covert ignorance, 
and Scor us and Aqui x As with their ſubdiviſions, 
and imaginary nothings, muſt make a contempti- 
ble figure in the Elyſian fields, which are the ſup- 
poſed manſions of chearfulneſs, truth, and candour, 
and conſequently mutt be a very * ſituation 
for that tribe of philoſophers. 
J THEN defired, ſays Gutlivex, thot 
4 DesSCARTES and GASSENDI might be called up: 
© with whom I prevailed to explain their ſyſtems te 
« ARISTOTLE. This great philojopher freely. ac- 
©. knowledged bis own miſtakes i in natural philoſophy, 
© becauſe he procceded in many things upon conjec- 
ture, as all men muſt do; and he found that Gas- 
© SENDI, *ho had made the doctrine of Epicurus 
© as palatable as he could, and the vertices of Des- 
„ CARTES, Were equally to be expladed.” I believe 
you will find, my dear Ham1LToN, that Agis- 
TOTLE is ſtill to be preferred to Ey Ii cux us. The 
former made ſome uſeful experiments and difcove- 
ries, and was engaged in a real purſuit of know- 
ledge, although his manner is much ' perplexed. 
MF he latter was full of vanity and ambition. He 
was an nas and only aimed at deceiving. He 
PE Es 3 
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| feemed not to believe the principles which be has. 
aſſerted. He committed the gevernment of all 
things te chance. His natural philoſophy is abſurd. 
His moral philoſophy wants its proper baſis, the 
fear of Goo. Monſieur Bavis, one of bis 
wag advocates, 1 of this laſt opinion, where 
| ys, “ On ne ſcaurait dine afſez de bien 
de Phonnetets de ſes — ni 247 
* de ſes opixiqns ſur Ia religion. His ge 
maxim, that happineſs confiſtedan pleaſure was to | 
much unguarded, and muſt lay a foundation of 2 

moſt eſtruRive practice: although from his tem- 
per aud conſtitution, he made his actions fuficient+ 


ly pleaſurable to himſelf, and agreeable to the rules 


of true philoſophy. His fortune exempted him 
from care and follicitude. His valetudinarian ha- 


bit of body from intemperance. He paſſed the 


greateſt part of his time in his garden, where ha 
enjoyed all the elegant amuſements af life. There he 
ſtudied. There he taught his philoſophy. This partie 
cular happy ſituation greatly contributed to that trans 
uillity Dr body whichhe made 
his chief ends, He had not however reſolution ſuffi- 
cient, to meet the gradual approaches of death, and 
wanted that conſtancy which Sir WiLLIaM Tem 
IE afribes to bim; for in his laſt moments, 
he ſaund that his condition was deſperate, he took 
ſuch large draughts of wine, that he was abſolute- 
iy intoxicated, and deprived of his ſenſes; ſo that 
he died moxe like 2 bacchanal, than a philoſopher; 
to which the epigram alludes, 
-  Hinc Stygias ebrizs houfit oquas- Wn 
 T $H60VLD not have ventured inta this criti 
and cenſure upon theſe antient philoſophers, 2 
Mn 1 


even to you, my deareſt Ham, if my opinion was 


that Ey Iicukus in particular has many followers 


moderns. Cict ro commends him for cultivating 


dum ſapientia tomparaverit, nibil efſe magus amici 


er atione ſolum, ſed multo magis vita & fuctit, at no- 
ribus comprobavit. DiocgNrs LAERT1vUS prailes 


VII GI I, and Hon act embraced his philoſophy, 


William TeMPLE fays, ** that be wonders, why 


WiIILIAM TeMPLE i 


the envy, and malignity of the Siates, * 7 
das fect: who 4 bis 


sun . 4 by — # ts * — Bs 
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not in a great meaſure ſupported by Lord Bacon, 
who, as he was certainly the moſt accurate judge 


of this ſubject, might be perhaps, from that pre- 
eminence, too ſevere a critic. It muſt be owned, 


and admirers among, the antients, and among the 


his friendſhips in the moſt exquiſite manner. 
The book lyes open before me, and I will tran- 


ſcribe the words, De gud [amicitia] Ericun us 


quidem ita dicit omnium rerum guas ad beats viven- 
tid, mbil uberius, , nihil Jucundius neque vero hoc 
his virtue and learning. In the Auguſtan age the 


greateſt names are inferted among his followers. 
CASA, Arricus, Mecanas, Lucazrius, 


and gave a luſtre to his fect, and doctrines. Sir 


« ſuch ſhary invectiues were ſo generally made against 
* Epicusus, by the ages that followed him : efpe- 
s cially as his — wit, falicity of expreſſiar, 


6 * T — of conver ſation, 
* temper ons 745 7% * con ſlancy of death, mads 
0 bink by bes ends, adnired by bis 


* ſcholars, i and — by the Athenians.” Six 
this injuſtice /o 


« grofs pretenders, tube aſſumed the. | 
faviurite N 
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«theſe ſucceeded the Chriflians, who efleemed his 


cc 
principles of natural philoſophy more oppoſite to 
_ «6. thoſe of our religion than he the Platonifts, the 


= Peripatetics, or even the Stoics themſelves. This 
is the opinion, and theſe are almoſt the exact words 
of the great Sir WILLIAM TEMPLE. | 

Sw1FT equally explodes Er icux us, and the ; 
more modern philoſophers DEsca RTES and Ga- 
SENDr. 

DescaRTes was a knight errant in ohiloſophy; 
perpetually miſtaking windmills for giants; yet by 
the ſtrength of a warm imagination he ſtarted ſome 
opinions, which probably put Sir Is AA New- 
rox, and others, on making many experiments 
that produced moſt uſeful diſcoveries. 
 GassENDI was eſteemed one of the greateſt or- 
naments of FxAxcE. He was a doctor of divi- 
nity, and royal profeſſor of mathematicks. He 
was born in Provence in 1592, and died in 1655. 
With great induſtry he collected whatever related 
to the perſon, and to the philoſophy of Epicuzus, 
tdtuhe latter of which, he bas reduced into a compleat 

- hi 5 
I nave now, my HAMILTON, curſorily gone 
thorough the characters of ſuch ghoſts, as are no- 
minally ſpecified by Gul LIVER. I may be wrong 
either in my account, or in my obſervations: and 
I ſhall rejoice to be confuted by you in = point, 
of learning whatever. 

Trax deſcription of the ST RULDBRUGGS, | 
in the _ chapter, is an inſtructive piece of 
morality : for „if we conſider it in a ſerious light, 
it tends to reconcile us to. our final diſſolution, 
Death, when ſet in contraſt to the n 


Ham, whatey er fate of life, or fortune, attends 


3 
f 
* 
5 
4 
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of the STRULDBR UGGs, is no longer the 


King of Terrors: he loſes hls ſting: he ap- 


to us as a friend: and wec 


' obey 
his ſummons, becauſe it brings certain relief to the 


greateſt miſeries. It is in this deſcription, that 
Sw1FT ſhines in a particular manner. He probe- 
bly felt in himſelf the effects of approaching age, 


and tacitly dreaded that period of life, in which hes 
might become a repreſentative of thoſe miſerable 


immortals, His apprehenſions were unfortunatel 


| fulfilled. He lived to be the moſt ; melancholy reed 
| that was ever beheld : yet, even in that condition, 


he continued to inſtru, by appearing a providen- 
tial inſtance to mortify the vanity, which is too apt 


to ariſe in the human breaſt. Our life cannot be 


pronounced happy, till the laſt ſcene is cloſed with 
eaſe and reſignation : the mind ſtill continuing to 


preſerve its uſual Dignity, and falling into the arms 


of death, as a wearied traveller ſinks into reſt. 
This is that Euthanaſia which AuGusTus often 
deſired, which AxToninus Prius enjoyed, and 


for which every wiſe man will pray. Gop Al- 


mighty's providence protect and guide you, my 


Your affettinate Father, 
ORRE R * 
008050020: ee 8 


LETTER XV. 


T is with great reluctance, I ſhall make ſome 
remarks on Gul LIVER“s voyage to the Houy- 
buhams. In this laſt part of his 3 imaginary travels, 
SWIFT 
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SwiFT has indulged a miſanthropy that is intolera- 
ble. The repreſentation which he has given us of 
human nature, mult terrify, and even debaſe the 
mind of the reader who views it. His fallies of 
wit and humour loſe all their force, nothing re- 
maining but a melancholy, and difagreeable im- 
preſton : and, as J have fail to you, on other * 
of his works, we are diſeuſted not 98 
we are ſhocked, not inſtructed by the fable. I 
ſhould therefore chuſe to take no notice of his Y a- 
Hoos, did I not think it neceſlary to aſſert the vin- 
dication of human nature, and thereby, in ſome 
meaſure, to pay my duty to the great author of 
our ſpecies, who has created us in a very fearful, | 
and a very wonderful manner. Þ|þ. 
| We are compoſed of a mind, and of a body, 
intimately united, and mutually affecting each 
| ether. Their operations indeed are entirely diffe- 
rent. Whether the immortal ſpirit, that enlivens 
this fine machine, is originally of a fuperior nature 
in various bodies (which, I own, ſeems moſt con- 
ſiſtent and agreeable to the ſcale and order of be- 
ings) or, whether the difference depends on a fym- 
metry, or peculiar ſtructure of the organs combin- 
ed with it, is beyond my reach to determine. It 
is evidently certain, that the body is curiouſly form- 
ed with proper azgans to delight, and ſuch as are 
adapted to all the neceſſary uſes of life. The ſpi- 
rit animates the whole; it guides the natural ap- 
petites, and confines them within juſt limits. But, 
the natural ſorce of this ſpirit is often immerſed in 
matter; and the mind becomes fubſervient to paſ- 
fions, which it ought to govern and direct. Vour 
friend Hor act, although of the Epicurean docttia 
| acknewledges this truth, where he fays, © 
5 Atque 


AND WRITINGS of Ds. SWIFT. 117 


1 Welt bumo . aurc. EH 


Ir is no led evident, that this immortal ſpirit 
has an independent power of acting, and, when 
cultivated in a proper mannet, ſeemingly quits the 
corporeal frame within which it is impriſoned, and 
ar into higher, and more fpacious regions; where, 
with an energy, which J had almoſt faid was divine, 
it ranges among thofe heavenly bodies, that, in 
this lower world, are ſcarce viſib'e to our eyes; and 
we can at once explain the diſtance, magnitude, 
and velocity of the planets, and can foretel, ever 
to a degree of minuteneſs, the rinGcufer ils when 
2 comet will return, and when the fun will be 
eclipfed i in thenext century. Theſe powers certain- 
ly evince the dignity of human nature, and the ſur- 
prizing effects of the immaterial ſpirit within us, 
which in fo confined a ſtate, can thus diſengage it- 
elf from the fetters of matter. It is from this pre- 
emineuce of the ſoul over the body, that we are 


= enabled to view the exact order and curious variety 


of different beings; ta conſider, and cultivate the 
vatural productions of the earth; and to admire, 
and imitate the wiſe benevolence * which reigns 
throughout the whole fyſtem of the univerſe. It is 
from hence, that we form moral laws for our con · 
duct. From hence, we delight in copying that 
great original, who, in his efſence, is uttertſy in- 
comprehenſible, 4 in his influence, is powerful- 
ly apparent to every degree of his creation. From 
hence too, we perceive a real beauty in virtue, and 
a diſtinction between good and evil. Virtue acts 


with the utmoſt * * with no view mew 
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her own advantage: while vice, like a 
feeds herſelf enormouſly, and then is willing to dif- 
gorge the nauſeous offals of her feaſt. But I ſhall 
wander too far, eſpecially as I flatter myſelf, that 
your mind is ſo good, and fo unprejudiced, that 
you will more eaſily fee], than I can illuſtrate, the 
truth of theſe aſſertions. | 
Swirr deduces his obſervations from wrot f 
principles; for, in his land of Houybnhnms, he | 
conſiders the ſoul and body in their moſt degene- 
rate, and uncultivated ſtate : the former as a ſlave 
to the appetites of the latter. He ſeems inſenſible 
of the ſuypriſing mechaniſm, and beauty of every 
part of the human compoſition. He forgets the 
fine deſcription which Ovip gives of mankind. 


Os homini ſublime dedit, calumque tueri 
Tuff t, et erectos ad fidera tollere vultus. 


In painting Yanoos he becomes one himſelf: 
Nor is the picture, which he draws of the Houybn- 
ums, inviting or amuſing. It wants both light 
and ſhade to adorn it. It is cold and inſipid. We 
there view the pure inſtints of brutes, unaſliſted 
by any knowledge of letters, aCting within their 
own narrow ſphere, merely for their immediate 
preſervation. They are incapable of doing wrong, 
therefore they act right. It is ſurely a very low 
character given to creatures, in whom the author 
would inſinuate ſome degree of reaſon, that they 
act inoffenſively, when they have neither the mo- 
tive nor the power to act otherwiſe. Their virtu- 
- ous qualities are only negatives. Sw1FT himſelf, 
amidſt all his irony, muſt have confeſſed, that * mo- 


. 
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derate our paſſions, to extend our munificence to 


others, to enlarge our underſtanding, and to raiſe 
our idea of the Almighty by contemplating his 
works, is not only the = fr 4 but often the prac- 
tice, and the ſtudy of the human mind. It is too 
certain, that no one individual has ever poſſeſſed 


A every qualification and excellence: however ſuch 


an aſſemblage of different virtues, may ſtill be col- 
lected from different perſons, as are ſufficient 
to place the dignity of human nature in an amiable, 
and exalted ſtation. We muſt lament indeed the 
many inſtances of thoſe who degenerate, or go 
aſtray from the end and intention of their being. 
The true ſource of this depravity is often owing to 
the want of education, to the falſe indulgence of 


parents, or to ſome other bad cauſes, which are 
conſtantly prevalent in every nation. Many of 
' theſe errors are finely ridiculed in the foregoing 
parts of this romance: but the vo G to the Houy- 


hahbnms is a real inſult upon man 
I am heartily tired of this laſt part of Gurt 


 ves's travels, and am glad, that, having exhauſt- 


ed all my obſervations on this diſagreeable, ſubject, 
I may finiſh my letter; eſpecially as the concluſi- 
on of it naturally turns my thoughts from VA noos, 
to one of the deareſt pledges I have upon earth, 


yourſelf, to whom I am a moſt 


Hedtiunate Father, 
ORRERY. 


LETTER 
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LET TER XVI. 


"THAT is to be ns, my Haun ron, 

with the fourth volume of 8 wirre works? 
How can I amufe you with any remarks from a 
collection of tracts, not only upon exceeding grave 
ſubjects, but entirely relative to the kingdom of 
Ireland] not only local, but temporary? In the 
beginning of the volume is a pamphlet entitled 4 
| Letter from -a Member of the Hlouſe of Commons in 
Ireland, to a Member of the Houſe of Commons in 
England, concerning the Sacramental Teft, toritten 
in the year 1708: and it is preceded by an explana- 
tory advertiſement, that was either dictated, or 
ſtrictly reviſed by the Dean himſelf. He held the 
_ diffenters in the utmoſt degree of ridicule and de- 
teſtation. He had an openneſs in his diſpoſition. 
and a frankneſs in his conduct, that bore an abhor- 
rence to all kind of reſerve: even to difcretion. 
Solemnities and outward forms were deſpiſed by 
him. His humourous diſpoſition tempted him to 
actions inconſiſtent with the dignity of a clergyman: 
and ſuch flights drew upon him the general cha- 
racer of an wreligious man. I remember to have 
heard a ſtory of him that fully ſhews how little he 
regarded certain ceremonies, which ought always 
to be obſerved with reſpect. Soon after he had 
been made Dean of St. PaTRICK' s, he was loiter- 


ing 
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ing one Sunday in the afternoon at the houſe of Dr. 
RAVMON D (with whom he had dined) at Trim, a 
little town near Dublin, of which-the Doftor was 
vicar. The bell had rung: the pariſhioners were 
aſſembled, for evening prayers: and Dr. Rav- 
Mod D was preparing to go to the church, which 
was {caree two hundred yards from his houſe. Rav - 
%, faid the Dean, Il lay you a crown 
Sc. I will begin prayers before you this aſternoon.” 
46 I accept the wager:” replied Dr. Raymonn: 
and immediately they both ran as faſt as they could 
towards the ehureh. Raymond, who was much 
the nimbler man of the two, arrived firſt at the 
door: and when he enter'd the church walked de- 
cently towards the reading deſæ. SwiFT never 
flackened his pace, but, running up the iſle, left 
Dr. RAT Mop behind him in the middle of it, 
and ſtepping into the reading deſk, without put - 
ting on a ſurpkee, or opening the prayer- book, be- 
gan the liturgy in an audible voice, and continued 
do repeat the ſervice ſufficiently long to win his 
wager. To fuch a diſpoſition it is | impoſible that 
che gravity of nonconſormiſts could be agreeable, 
The diflike was mutual on both ſides. Dr. Sw ir v 
hated all fanaties: All fanatics hated Dr. Swir r. 
The pamphlet, which new lies before me, is par- 
ticularly written againſt repealing the teft act. and 
whoever confiders himſelf related to the king- 
dom of Jreland, will find in it ſome ar of 
weight and conſideration, in caſe any ſuch — 
thould ever be attempted there. 
I cantorT' help pointing cut to you, one parti · 
eularylece of ſatyr, that is emtirely in Sir T's own 


ſtyle 
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ſtyle and manner. Inthe fourth page, he expreſſes 
himſelf thus. One of theſe authors (the fellow 
« that was pilloricd, I have forgot his name) is in- 
© deed fo grave, ſententious, dogmatical a re gue, 
that there is no enduring him.” The fellow that 
was pilloried was DAN IKL DEFoe, whoſe name 
Swirr well knew and remembered; but the cir- 
cumſtance of the pillory was to be introduced; and 
the manner of introducing it, ſhews great art in the 
niceſt touches of ſatyr, and carries all the marks 
of ridicule, indignation, and contempt, The ſcoffy 
and ſarcaſms of SwIFT, like the bite of the rattle 
ſnake, diſtinguiſh themſelves more venomouſly 
Cangerous, than the wounds of a common ſerpent, 
Tae next tract is, A Propoſal for the univerſal | 
uſe of Iriſh Manufacture in clothes,, and furniture | 
of houſes, &c. utterly rejecting and renouncing 
every thing wearable that comes from England, 

Written in the year 1720. In a former letter *, I 

believe I have told you, that upon looking over 
the dates of Dr. Swi T's works, he does not ap- 
| pear as a political writer from the year 1714 to the 
year 1720. You will probably be curious to know, 
in what manner he employed his time from the 
death of the Queen till the South-ſea.year. Not 
in poetry, for his poetical pieces, during that pe- 
| riod, are in a manner domeſtic ; being ſcarce any 
more than trifles to SHERIDAN, or poematia to 
' STELLA. How then is the chaſm to be filled up? 
I imagine, by GuLLI1vER's travels. Such a work | 

muſt, in all likelihood, have engroſſed his leiſure 
during five or ſix years. When that was finiſhed, 
he found an opening to indulge his love of on 
TI and 


C See Letter VI. 
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and to commence a patriot for Ireland: and he 
made uſe of the opportunity, by encreaſing the na- 


tural jealouſy which the leſſer iſland conſtantly en- 


tertains of the greater. His treatiſe, or propoſal, 
immediately raiſed a very violent flame. The 


printer was proſecuted : and the proſecution 


had the ſame effect, which generally attends 


' thoſe kind of meaſures: it added fuel to the 


flame. But his greateſt enemies muſt confeſs, 
that the pamphlet is written in the ſtyle of a man, 
who had the good of his country neareſt his heart, 
who ſaw her errors, and wiſhed to correct them; 
who felt her oppreſſions, and wiſhed to relieve. 


them, and who had a deſire to rouze, and awaken 


an indolent nation from a lethargic diſpoſition, that. 
might prove fatal to her conſtitution. 

To the propoſal, in favour of the Iriſh manufac- 
tures, ſucceed Some Arguments againſt enlarging 
the Power of Biſhops in letting of Leaſes. This is 


too ſerious a pamphlet for your peruſal, nor ſhall I 
| detain you with any farther account of it, than to 


ſay, that it is intermixt with thoſe maſterly ſtrokes 


of irony, which are ſo often intermixt in Sw1FT's 


works, | 
Bur the 8 ſubject of the pamphlet leads 
me to recollect a circumſtance much to the Dean's 


| honour. He could never be induced to take fines 


for any of the chapter lands. He always choſe to 
raiſe the rents, as the method leaſt oppreflive to 
the preſent tenant, and moſt advantageous to all 
future tenants and landlords. He conſtantly re- 
fuſed to give charity out of the chapter funds, 


which he alledged were e ſufficient to main- 


tain 


/ 
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tain the neceſſary repairs of the cathedral. I have 
already told you *, that among his prebendaries, 


the dax Decani was the vox Dei. 


Wer are now come to THE Dr avir r's Letters, 


thoſe brazen monuments of his fame. They were 


| written in the year 1724. I have ſaid ſo much in 
one: of my former letters d of the cauſe which gave 
riſe to them, and of the effect which they had upon 


the nation, that Ineed ſay no more in this place, than 
to recommend them to your peruſal, for the 


and conduct of their manner: but, leſt they may 
appear too grave to ſo young a man, and one who 


is ſo little intereſted in the preſent, and much lefs 


in the paſt affairs of Ireland, you will find a paper 
at the end of them that will excite your riſibility, 
or J am miſtaken. It is entitled A full and true 


« Gccount of the folemn proceſſion to the Gallows at the 
execution of W1iLL1am Woor, Eſq; and hard- 
ware-man ©, The author makes the ſeveral arti- 


ficers attend William Woop (repreſented by a 
log of timber) to the gallows, and each tradeſman 


expreſſes his reſentment in the terms of his proper 


calling.“ The Cook will As TE him. The 
BooksE LLER will TURN OVER A NEW LEAF 
with him. The TAYLOR will fit Id RIS SKIRTS; 


and ſo on, through a number of people of different 
conditions. Then follows the proceſſion, moſt 
humourouſly defcribed. The whole is a piece of 
ridicule too powerful for the — gravity to 
withſtand. 

Tur next tract is, A ſhort view 47 the late of 


Ircland, written in the year 1727 Of this I 


2 See Letter V. d See Letter VI. Page 233. 
4 Page 240. 
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need take little notice, ſince the preſent ſtate of 
Ireland is, in general, as flourifhing as poffible. 
Agriculture is cultivated: arts and ſciences are en- 
couraged: and in the ſpace of eighteen years, 
which is almoſt the full time that I have known it, 
no kingdom can be more improved. Ireland, in 
relation of England, may be compared to a 
younger ſiſter lately come of age, after having fuf- 
fered all the miſeries of an injured minor, fuch as 
law ſuits, encroachments upon her property, vio- 
lation of her rights, deſtruction of her tenants, and 
every evil that can be named. At length, time, 
and her own noble ſpirit of induſtry, have entirely 
relieved her, and ſome little heart-burnings except- 
ed, ſhe enjoys the quiet poſſeſſion of a very ample 
fortune, ſubject, by way of acknowledgement, to 
certain quit rents, payable to the elder branch of 
her houſe: and let me add by experience, that /e 
her all in all, ſhe cannot have a greater fortune 
than ſhe deferves. 
TI sRnaLL not make any comments upon An Ar- 
fuer to a Paper called A Memorial of the poor In- 
habitants, Tradeſmen, and Labourcrs of the Ring- 
dom cf Ireland, written in the ear 1728 *. The 
pamphlet which comes next in order of ſucceffion, 
is written in Sw1rT's uſual peculiarity of humour. 
The title of it is, 4 modeſt Propoſal for preventing 
the Children of Poor People in Ireland, from being 
a burden to. their Parents or Country; and for mak- 
ing them beneficial ts the public, written in the year 
172904. The propoſal is ta fetten beggars children, 


and ſell them for food to ric! landlords, and per- 
ſons of quality. 


THE 


« Page 251. Page 202. 
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T HE vindicatim of his Excellency Joun Lord 
CARTERET from the charge of ſeverring none but 
Tories, High-Churchmen, and Facobites ®, is entire- 
ly humorous, and ſo I think are all the remaining 
pamphlets in this volume. But the laſt piece, en- 
titled, The Speech and dying Hirds of EBtnezen 
ie who was executed the ſecond of May 
1722, written and publiſhed at his deſire, for the 
common god, had a moiſt excellent effect ©. The 
thieves, vagabonds, and all the lower claſs of peo- 
ple thought it the real work of EBentzer Ert- 
IIS TON, Who had received the grounds of a good 
education; and the ſtyle of this paper, is ſo natu- 
ral for a perſon in ſuch circumſtances, that it would 


almoſt deceive the niceſt judgment. 
I nave gow compleated my animadverſions up- 


on the four firſt volumes of Swit tr's works: the 
laſt of which contains abundance of ironical wit, 
founded upon the baſis of reaſon and good ſenſe. 
But I had almoſt forgot, that, at the latter end of 
the volume, there are three copies of verſes, two 
of which are addreſſed to the Dean, and the third 
is his anſwer: the firſt being my property, may 
ſerve to conclude this letter. It was occaſioned 
by an annual cuſtom, which I found purſued 
among his friends of making him a preſent on his 
birth-day. As he had admitted me of that number, 
[ ſent him a paper book, finely bound, in the firſt 
leaf of which, I wrote the following lines. 


To i 


d Page 275. Written in the year 1730. 
e Fage 363. 1 
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Dublin, N. ovember 30, 1732. 


O thee, dear Swir r, theſe ſpotleſs leaves Iſend; 
Small is the deren. but ſincere the friend, 
Think not ſo por a book below thy care, 
Who knows tac price that thou can'ſt make it bear? 
Tho' tawdry now, and like TVR ILL A's face, 
Ie ſpecious front ſhines out with borrow'd grace: 


Tho' paſte-boards glitt' ring like a tinſel'd * 
A raſa tabula within denote; 


Yet if a venal and corrupted age, 
And modern vices ſhould provoke thy rage; 
If warn'd once more by their impending fate, 
A ſinking country and an injur'd ſtate, 
"Thy great aſſiſtance ſhould again demand, 
And call forth reaſon to de ſend the land; 
Then ſhall we view theſe ſheets with glad ſurprize, 
nſpir'd with thought, and ſpeaking to our eyes : 
Fach vacant ſpace ſhall then, enrich'd, diſpenſe 
"True force of eloquence, and nervous ſenſe; 
Inform the judgement, animate the heart, 
And ſacred rules of policy | impart. | 

The ſpangled covering, briglit with folendid n ore, 
Shall cheat the Kent with empty ſhe no morc ; 
But lead us in ward to thoſe golden mines, 
| We all thy ſoul in native luſtre ſhincs. 

So When the eye ſurvoys ſome lovely fair, 
With b'oom of benny, grac'd witn ſhape and a#, 
How is the razture he hte when we find 
Her ſorm exc. I'd by her celeſtial mind. 


ORRERY. 
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LETTER XVII 


I HAVE already to!d you, my dear Ham, that 

4 the four fiſt volumes of Swirr's works were 
publiſhed together, and paſſed immediately under 
his own inſpection. Not long afterwards came out 
two additional volomes, both which were ſuper- 
viſed and corrected by the author. 
THE Conduct of the Allies begins the fifth vo- 
lume. I imagine that the Publiſher's Preface was 
compoſed by the Dean himſeli, but affectedly writ- 

ten in a bad ſtyle. The laſt paragraph makes me | 
ſuſpect his hand. t rs plainly ſeer,” ſays the | 
% Publiſher, that a ſpirit of liberty is diffuſed | 
e threaigh all theſe writings, and that the authoris | 


an enemy to tyranny and oppreſſion in any ſhape 
« whatever.” This is the character at which 


Sw, Fr aimed, and this 1s the character which in- 
ẽced 418 


TnrovGHouT the courſe of theſe letters, I 

have freely pointed out to you all his faults, but! 
beg you to remember, that with all thoſe faults he 
was above corruption. A virtue in itſelf ſufficient 
to cover a multitude of human failings, ſince from 
that virtue alone can flow 5 to the com- 
monwea'th. 

THE Cenduct of the Allies was written in the 
vear 1712, and it is preparatory to the peace, Which 
the miniſters were then concerting, and which was 
alterwarus peifectcd t Crete 1 begins by re- 
3 | = Tors 
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Actions on war in general, and then particularly 
mentions the ſeveral civil wars in our kingdom. 
When I am reading treatiſes of this ſort, I cannot 
help pitying my unhappy country, torn to pieces 
by her own ſons. A wretched mother of vultures, 
for whom, like T1Tyvs, ſhe produces new en- 
trails only to be devoured. | 
THe papers called the Examiners, at leaſt 4 
of which Dr. Swir r is the author, fill up the reſt 
of the volume. They begin in November 1710, 
and they are carried down to the end of Fuly 1711. 


1 They are written in defence of the new admini- 


ſtration, and the particular revolutions at court 
which had introduced the Earl of Oxroxp, and 
| had diſplaced the Earl of GoDoOLPHIN and his 
friends. 
Many of beer 8 ae are ba 


aimed at the General *. In a free country, the 


power of a general is always to be feared. The 
greater his military capacity, or the more ſucceſsful 
his arms, in the greater danger are the libertics of 
the people. On this maxim Sw1FT proceeded; 
and while he was writing in defence of the com- 
monwealth, he had an opportunity of giving a looſe 
to his own ſeverity, of which the, houſe of Pride, 
and ſeveral other allegorical mp are very ſpirited 
examples. 

Bur I am fettered in my e on 
cheſe papers. The preſent times, and the honour 
which I bear to many noble families, deſcended 
om perſons mentioned in the Examiners, make 
me willing to take as ſlight notice as poſſible even 
of the wittieſt paſſages in thoſe papers, becauſe ma- 


by i ny 
+ Taz Duke of MakLgeonotGH. | 
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ny of thoſe paſſages ariſe from perſonal reficQtions, 
or party ſarcaſms. In general, the ſeveral point; 
relating to the national debt (alas! how encreaſed 
ſince the year ſeventeen hundred and ten) the too 
long continuance of the war, and other public to- 
pics of complaint are melancholy truths, juſtly be- 
coming the pen of a man who loves his country. 
Wir nix theſe laſt forty years, the political 
treatiſes have been ſo numerous, ſo various, ſo local, 
and ſo temporary, that each new pamphlet has ſuc- 
cceded its predeceſſor, like a youthful ſon to an an- 
tient father, amidſt a multiplicity of followers, ad- 
mirers, and dependants, whilft the antiquated Sire 
having frutted and foamed his hour upon the flags, 
is heard no more, but lies ſilent, and almoſt entire. 
ly forgotten, except by a ſew friends and cotem- 
poraric , who accidentally remember ſome of his 
juſt obſervations, or prophetical aphoriſms, which 
they have lived to ſee accomplithed. Thus has 
it fared even in my time, with the EX AM INEIRS, 
the FREEHOLDER:, and the CRAFTSMAN: and 
tic ſame fate will attend moſt writings of that ſort, 
which being framed to ſerve particular views, ful: 
the purport of their creation, and then periſh: ' 
while works of a more liberal and diſfuſive kind ze 
acceptable to all perſons, and all times; and may 
aſſume to themſelves, a certain proſpect of · ſurviy- 
ing to the lateſt poſterity, 
"Bo r, my deareſt HALT o, v vhen you enter. 
into the commerce of life, you will be obliged in 
your own defence, to look into every thing chat ha 
been written upon political ſubjeds. In Zug land 
a man cannot keep up a converſation without be- 
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ing well verfel in politics. In whatever other 
point of learning he may be deficient, he certainly 
muſt not appear ſuperkicial in ſtate affairs. He 
mult chuſe his party: and he muſt ſtick to the 
choice; Non revzcare gradum mult be his motto; 
and heaven forgive you, my dear ſon, if the gradus 
no aud then enforces you to act againſt ſes con- 
victian. 
Ir party, and the conſequences of it had ariſen 
to that heighth among the Romans and Grecians, 
25 it has ariſen of late years among the Engliſh, 
tacir poets would probably have added her to the 
tarec furies, and would have placed her in hell, as 
a ft companion for TysIpHone, MtcaARa, and 


 ALtcyc, from whence, according to their de- 
ſcription, ſhe. might have made excurſions upon 


earth, only with an intention to deſtroy, confound, = 
miſlead, and diſunite mankind. 
Ir is true, that all countries have their parties * 


and their factions. But there is a certain contagi- 


ous diſtemper of this ſort, ſo peculiar to the Britiſh 
iſlands, that, I believe, it is unknown to every othcr 
part of the world. It encreaſes our natural gloom, 


and it makes us fo averſe to each other, that it 


keeps men of the beſt morals, and molt ſocial in- 
clinations, in one continued ſtate of warfare and 
oppoſition. Muſt not the fource of this malady 
ariſe rather from the heart, than from the head? 


from the different operations of our paſſions, than 


of our reaſon ? 


Furorne cacus, an rapit vis acrior, 


4n eulpa ? 
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SWIFT, 2 man of violent paſſions, was, in con- 
ſequence of thoſe paſſions, violent in his party: but 
as his capacity and genius were ſo extraodinary and 
extenſive, even his party writings carry with them 
dignity and inſtruction: and in that light I wiſh 

you to read the Examiners, where you will find a 
nervous ſtyle, a clear diction, and great know- 
ledge of the true landed intereſt of England. 


J am, 
Ay FO HamiLToN, 
Y. our moſt aſfectionate Father, 
5 ORRE R v. 


Sb e c: 8 8658 
LETTER XVII. 


OU a confuſion, ſuch a mixture of verſe, 
O proſe, politics, letters, ſimiles, wit, trifles, 
and polite converſation, are thrown into the ſixth 
volume, that I know not in what manner to treat it, 
or what particular part to recommend to your per- 
ruſal. The poetry, the ſimiles, and the trifles are 
not worth your attention. Of the letters, the two 
from the Earl of PETER BoRoUGH to Mr. Pore 
are ſhort, but excellent in their kind. The others, 
I mean thoſe of the Dean, and of Mr. Pope, have 
much leſs merit, or at leaſt are much leſs agreeable. 
Lord PETERBOROUGH's wit is eaſy and unaffect- 


ed. At the time when he wrote thoſe two —_ 


* you” ad _ __ FW * 


he had hung up his helmet, and his buckler, and 


His character was amiable and uncommon. His 


He was a citizen of the world. He conquered and 


verified, in many inſtances, whatever has been 


has deſcribed him in a very particular manner, dut 
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was retired to his plough, and his wheelbarrow, 
wearied of courts, and diſguſted with ſtateſmen 
He had made a moſt conſiderable hgure in his day. 


life was a continued ſeries of variety. In his pub- 
lic and private conduct he differed from moſt men. 
He had viſited all climates, but had ſtaid in none. 


maintained armies witnout money. His actions 
and expreſhons were peculiar to himſelf. He was 


of a vivacity ſuperiour to all fatigue, and his cou- 
rage was beyond any conception of danger. He 


{id of romantic heroes. He ſeems to have been 
fixed only in his friendſhips and moral principles. 

He had a moſt true regard and affection for SW Ir 
and Por E. The Dean, in a ſhort copy of verſes a, 


ſo juſtly, that the ſour laſt ſtanzas will give a moſt 
perfect, and compleat idea of Lord PETE o- 
ROUGH'S perſon and military virtue, 


&« A ſteleton in outward figure, EN 
<« His meagre corps, though full of vigour, 
«© Would halt behind him were it bigger. 


© So wonderful his expedition, 
«© When you have not the leaſt ſuſpicion, 
„ He's with you like an apparition. 


<« Shines in all climates like a ſtar, 
In ſenates bold, and fierce in war, 
« A land commander, and a tar. 
= | G 4 . Heroic 
« Vol. II. Page 222. 
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Heroic actions early bred in, 
«© Ne'er to be match'd in modern reading, 
FEut by his name-ſake CAR LEs of Sweden, = 


Ts Publict ſpirit of the Mig is a pamphlet 
in anſwer to the Criſis written by Sir Ricnazy 
' STEEL, but it contains fach acute ſatyr againſt 
the novility of Scstland, that in an advertiſement 
printed before it, we are told. All the Scotch 
& Hrds then in Landon went in a body to complain 
© againſt the author, and the conſequence of that 
ah complaint was a proclamation offering a re 
& ward of three hundred pounds to diſcover him.” 
It was written in the year 1712, by the conſent, 
if not the encouragement of the miniſters of that 
zra. In the ſtyle and conduct, it is one of the 
boldeſt, as well as one of the moſt maſterly tracts 
that SW1FT ever wrote. And I cannot help again 
obſerving, that on whatever topic he employs his 
pen, the ſubject which he treats of, is always fo 
excellently managed, as to ſeem to have been the 
whole ſtudy, and application of his life: ſo that he 
appears the greateſt maſter through a greater varie- 
ty of materials, than perhaps have been diſcuſſed 
by any other author. 5 
Tue Lifhep of Saliſbury [Dr. Bu NET] is the 
next antagoniſt whom Swi r attacks in ſingle com- 
bat. I can give you no better idea of this work, 
than by a quotation from the tract itſelf, which is 
called, A Preface to the Biſhop of Saliſbury's intro- 
dufinmn to the third volume of the Hiſtory of the Re- 
formation of the charch of England. Towards the 
atter end of the Pamphlet *Sw1FT fays, | 
MY *© However 


d Page 89 


J 
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« Hewever he [THE Bis nor] thanks Gon, 
there are many among us who fland in the breach : 
% believe there may: It is a BREACH of their 
< own making, and tho deſign to come forward, 
Sand ſtorm and plunder, if they are nat driven 
« back, THEY MAKE THEMSELVES A WALL 
e Fox THEIR CHURCH AND COUNTRY. A 
«© $0UTH wall, 1 ſuppoſe, fer all the bet fruit of 

A the church and country to be nailed on. Let us 
« examine this metaphor. THE WALL OF OUR 


© CHURCH AND COUNTRY is built of thoſe who 


„love the conſtitution in both. Our domeflic ene- 
„ mies undermine ſome parts of the WALL, and 
place themſelves in the BREACH ; and then they 
« cry, WE ARE THE WALL. e do not like 
& ſuch patch- work ; they build with unten pered 
I marter; nor can they ever cement with us, till 
e they get better materials : and better workmen ; 


«© Gop keep us from having our BREACHES made 8 


ce up with ſuch rubbiſh: THEY STAND UPoY 


«© THE WATCHTOWER |! They are indeed prag- 
© matical enough to do ſo ; but who aſſigned them 


&« that poſt,. to give us falſe intelligence, to alarm us 


* with falſe dangers, and ſend us to defend one 
te gate, while their accomplices are breaking in at 
another? TAEY CRY To Gop DAY AND 
*© NIGHT TO AVERT THE JUDGA4ENT OF po- 
*© PERY, WHICH SEEMS TO HASTEN TOWARDS 
* Us. Then I affirm they are hypocrites by day, 
* and filthy dreamers by night. When they cry 
* unto him, He will net hear them : for they cry 
aut againſt the plaineſt diftates of tbeir oon con- 
9 Fs reaſan and 


G 5 1 | Hee 
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« But laſly, Trxy IIE In Tae DUST, 
„ MOURNING BEFORE Him, Hang me if l 
** believe that, unleſs it be figuratively ſpoken. 
But ſuppoſe it to be true, why do THEY Lig tn 
** THE DUST ? becauſe they love to raiſe it; for 
* what do they mourn? why for power, wealth, 
«© and places. There let the enemies of the Queen, 
* Monarchy, and the Church lie, and mourn, and 
«© lick the DUST like SERPENTS, till they are truly 
% ſenſible of their ingratitude, falſhood, diſobedi- 
«© ence, ſlander, blaſphemy, ſedition, and every evil 
TS 7 $50 5 

I mvs7 follow the ſame method in forming 
your idea of the next pamphlet, by a quotation 
out of it which happens, to be the firſt paragraph, 
The title is, The Presbyterians Plea of Merit in or- 
der to take off the Teſt, impartially examined : and_ 
the author begins in the true vein of wit and ſpirit, 
by ſaying, ** Mie have been told in the common news 
papers, that all attempts are to be made this ſeſ- 
s fions by the preſbyterians and their abettors, for 
„ taking off the teft ; as a kind of preparatory flep 
« to make it go down ſmoother in England, For, 
'« if once THEIR LIGHT WOULD so SHINE, the 
% papiſts, delighted with the blaze, would all come 
« jn and dance about it. This I take to be a prudent 
« method, like that of a diſcreet phyſician, who firſt 
« gives anew medicine to a dog, before he preſcribes 
«K ff te A HUMAN CREATURE.” I have quoted 
this ſhort paſſage for the ſtyle, as well as the mat- 
ter, and I dare ſay, even from hence you will be 
confirmed in one general obſervation, that SWIFT 
maintains and conduQs his metaphors and alluſi- 
ons, with a juſtneſs particularly delicate and wm 

| | 2 
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and without the leaſt ſtiffneſs, or affectation. In 
ſome of my former letters, I have mentioned in what 
degree of contempt and hatred he held the diſſen- 
ters, eſpecially the presbyterians : and I need only 
add that as this pamphlet was written for the me-. 
ridian of Ireland, it ought to have been placed with 
the other tracts on the ſame ſubject, 

THe ſubſequent pamphlet is, Advice offered 1% 
the Members of the October Club. It was written 
in the year 1711, and is ſo applicable to that par- 
ticular time, that I ſhall not make any animadver- 
ſions upon it. From political tracts, the true hif- 
tory of England is to be deduced : and if foreign- 
ers were to enter into that hranch of reading, they - 

might frame a more diſtinct notion of our 

ture, and of our manners, than from more 3 
ed, and connected accounts of our conſtitution. 
In ſuch a view, I am apt to think, that, at firſt 
| fight, they muſt behold us a diſunited, diſcontent- 
ed, and ſeemingly an unſteady people but I ani 
certain, that, upon a more minute ales 
they muſt find in us a fixed, and, I may ſay, an 
innate love of liberty, variegated, and perhaps 
ſometimes erroneous in its progreſs, but conſtant, TY 
and unwearied in the purſuit of that Qorious ent. 
What people upon earth can deſire a more exalted; 
or a more diſtinguiſhed character? To ſpeak in 
the dialect of the heathen world, our errors are 
the errors of men, our * are che principles 
of gods. 
Tus other pieces in this Wies except The 
Renarks on the Barrier Treaty, are not, in my 
mind, ſufficiently ſtriking to deferve much notice. 
Some of chem are the minutiſſime of SWIFT's writ- 
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ings, which, I believe, he would ſcarce have 
publiſhed, fond as he was of ſeeing his works in 
print, if he had been in the full vigour of his un. 
derſtanding, or had conſidered, that thoſe kind of 
trifles, which are weak as feathers, in ſupporting a |} 
reputation, are heavy as lead, in depreſſing it. 
Tam, my deareſt Ham, 
Dur moſt affectionate Father, 
-ORRERY, 


 02000000980/000554 
LETTER XIX. 


FF HE ſeventh volume contains Sw1FT's epi- 
tolary correſpondence, from the year 1714 
to the year.1737, and, as it is an acknowledged 
obſervation, that no part of an author's writings 
give a greater inſight into his natural diſpoſition __ 
than his letters, (eſpecially when written with 
dom and ſincerity) I ſhall endeavour to point out 
to you, ſuch circumſtances in SWw1FT's epiſtles, 
and in the anſwer of his friends, as may afford you 
materials to form your own conjectures upon the 
different characters not only of the Dean, but of 
his correſpondents. From preceding letters, you 
are probably become acquainted with Dr. Sw1FT, 
but the manners and opinions of thoſe perſons with 
whom he correſponded, are in every reſpect fo 
blended with his own, as not to be eaſily _— 


EO I nes 


T_ WY | |}N ww we ww vo Fry v5 cow WW FFT 


tually reflect light upon each other. 


you are, the lubject may prove of particular | im- 


and defended with the moſt jealous eye. It is one 
of the chief articles of that great Charter of liberty 
of late has too much prevailed of publiſhing epiſ- 


cious. At preſent, it ſatisfies the curioſity of the 


the moſt ſincere, and perhaps haſty obſervations 


ten reſerved as treaſures, and hoarded up, as mi- 


chancing to fall into the hands of an extravagant 
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and in ſuch a kind of united view, they will mu- 


To a young man juſt entering into the . as 


portance, as it may guide him not only in the 
choice of his correſpondents, but | in his manner 
of writing to them. 


Tus freedom of the preſs is to be watched 


to which the people of England are entitled : but 
as no human inſtitution can be perfect, even this 
branch of liberty has its excreſcences that might 
be pruned. I mean particularly that licenſe which 


tolary correſpondences. Such a faſhion, for I 
know not what elſe to call it, is extremely perni- 


public ; but for the future, it will tend to reſtrain 


that unſuſpicious openneſs, which is the principal 
delight of writing to our friends. I am ſorry to 
ſay by experience, that the letters which contain 


upon perſons, times, and circumſtances, are of- 


ſers hoard gold; like which, they lie concealed in 
cabinets and ſtrong boxes for ſome time, till 


heir, or an injudicious executor, they are not on- 
Iy brought into light, but diſperſed and expo- 
fed, fo as to become the property of the whole 
world. Let me adviſe you therefore, my Ha- 
MILTON, when you give your opinion upon any | 
important ſubject, to conſider it well, before you 

commit 
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commit your thoughts to paper. Exprefs yourſelf 
with difidence. Preſerve a prudent reſtraint over 
the ſallies of wit and humour: and be cautious in 
all declarations of friendſhip : as the very common 
offers of civility, are too often explained into un- 
deſigned engagements. | 
I own, Ham, I find myſelf under no ſmall 
difficulty in diſcuſſing this volume of Sw1rT's let- 


ters. General criticiſms will be attended with 


obſcurity: and it would be tedious to conſider 
them in their exact order. I ſhall endeavour 
therefore, to take a review only of what ſeems to 
deſerve your attention. Let us begin with the let- 
ters that paſſed between Dr. SwirT and Mr. 
Pork. The correſpondence had commenced in 
a very early part of Mr. Pop E's life, and was car- 
_ ried on with ſcarce any interruption from the death 

of the Queen. If we may judge of Mr. Pops 
from his works, his chief aim was to be eſteemed 
a a man of virtue. His letters are written in that 
ſtyle. His laſt volumes are all of the moral kind, 
He has avoided trifles, and conſequently has eſ- 
caped a rock which has proved very injurious to 
Sw1FT's reputation. He had given his imagina- 
tion full ſcope, and yet has preſerved a perpetual 
guard upon his conduct. The conſtitution of his 
body and mind might early incline him to habits 
of caution and reſerve. The treatment which he 
met aſterwards from an innumerable tribe of adver- 
ſaries, confirmed thoſe habits, and made him flower 
than the Dea in pronouncing his judgement upon 
perſons and things. His proſe writings are little 
leſs harmonious than his verſe : and his voice in 


common converſation was ſo naturally muſical, 
that 
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that I remember honeſt Tom SouTHERNE uſed 
always to call him The little nightingale. His 
manners were delicate, eaſy, and engaging : and 

he treated his friends with a politen eſs that charm- 
cd, and a generoſity that was much to his honour. 
Every gueſt was made happy within his doors. 
Pleaſure dwelt under his roof, and elegance preſi- 
ded at his table. Dr. SwirFT was of a different 
diſpoſition : To his domeſtics he was paſſionate 
and churliſh ; to his equals and ſuperiors rather an 
entertaining than a deſirable companion. He told 
a ſtory in an admirable manner: his ſentences were 
ſhort, and perſpicuous, his obſervations werepierci 
He had ſeen the great world, and had profited much 
by his experience. He had not the leaſt tincture of 
vanity in his converſation. He was perhaps, as he 
ſaid himſelf, too proud to be vain. When he was 
polite, it was in a manner entirely his own. In 
his friendſhips he was conſtant and undiſguiſed. 
He was the ſame in his enmities. He generally 
ſpoke as he thought in all companies and at all 
times. I remember to have he ard, that he dined 
once at a Lord Mayor's feaſt in Dublin, and was ãt- 
| _-- tacked, and teized by an opulent, boiſterous, half- 
e Squire, who happened to fit next him: 
he bore the aukward railery for ſome time, and 
then on a ſudden called out in a loud voice to the 
Mayor, My Lord, here is one of your bears at 
« my ſhoulder, he has been worrying me this half 
« hour, J deſire you will order him to be taken off.” 
In theſe laſt particulars he differed widely from 
his friend Pops, who could ſtifle reſentment, 
and wait with patience till a more diſtant, and 
perhaps a more ſeaſonable hour of revenge. 
But notwithſtanding the diflimilitude of minds, 
ad 
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and manners, which was apparent between theſe 
two great men, yet the fame ſort of friendſhip 
ſeems to ave ſubſiſted between them, as between 
Viscrr. and Hok ace. The mutual affection of the 


two Engliſh poets appears throughout their works: 


and therefore in this place, I cannot avoid taking 
notice of a report very induſtriouſly ſpread, and not 
without ſome degree of ſucceſs, ** That the friend- 
4 ſhip between Pops and SwiFT wa; not ſo firm 
and perfect at the latter end as at the beginning 
ef their lives.” On Dr. Swirr's ſide, Iam 
certain, it ever remained unalterable : nor did it 
appear leſs fervent on the fide of Mr. Pop E. Their 
letters are the beſt evidence to determine the doubt. 
In one of Sw1FT's lateſt letters to me, not long 
before he was loſt to all human comforts, he ſays, 
„Men you ſee my dear friend Por E, tell him I 
„ will anſwer his letter ſcon ; I lave him above all 
& the reſt of mankind,” In my long correſpond- 
ence with Mr. Pope, I ſcarce received the leaſt 
billet from him, without the kindeſt mention of 
Dr. Sw1rT : and the tendereſt anxiety for his ſtate 
of. health. Judge by the following paragraphs. 
The firſt, dated July the 12th, 1737. | 
My Lord, the pleaſure you gave me in acquainting 
me of the Dean's. better health, is one ſa truly great, 
as might content even your own humanity : and | 
whatever my fincere «pinion and reſpect of your Lord- 
ſhip prompts me to wiſh from your hands for myſelf, 
your love for him makes me as happy. Wauld te 
Gop my weight, added to yours, could turn his in- 
" clinations to this fide, that I might live to enjoy him. 
Bere tbr“ your means, and flatter myſelf, tas partly 
' thro my own ! But this, I fear, will never be the 


caſe; 


2 


AND WRITINGS OF DR. SWIFT. 137 
caſe; and I think it more probable, his attract ian will 
draw me en the other fide, which, I proteſt, no- 
thing leſs than a probability of dying at ſea, con- 
federing the weak frame of my breaſt, wauld have 
hindered me from, twz years paſt. In ſhort, whenever 


| _ I think of him, tis with the vexation of all impotent 
| paſſions that carry us out of ourſelves only to ſpoil our 


quiet, and make us return to a reſignation, which is 
the maſt melancholy of all virtues. And in another 
letter, dated April 2, 1738, he ſays, I write by 
the ſame poſt that I received y;ur very obliging and 
humane letter. The confideration you ſhew towards 


ne, in the juſt apprebenſſon that any news of the. 


Dean's condition might alarm me, is moſt kind and 
generous. The very laſt poſi I writ to him a long 
letter, little ſuſpecting him in that dangerous cir- 
cumſtance. I was ſo far from fearing his health, 
that I was propoſing /chemes, and hoping poſſibilities 
for cur meeting ance more in this world. I am weary 
of it ; and ſhall have one reaſon more, and one of 
the Htrongeſt that nature can give me (even when ſhe + 
is ſhaking my weak frame to pieces) to be willing to 
leave this world, when our dear friend is on the edge 
ef the other. Yet I hope, I would fain hope, he 
may yet hover a while on the brink of it, to preſerve 
t this wretched age a religus and example of the laſt. 
One more quotation, and I have done. TWITNAM, 
November 7, ben you get ts Dublin (whither 1 
direct this, ſup poſiug you wil! ſee our dear friend as 
ſun as poſſible) pray put the Dean in mind of me, 
and tell him I hope he received my laſt. Tell him 
bow dearly I love, and haw greatly I honour bim: 
bew greatly I reflect on every teſtimony of his friend- 
„ip; haw mach I reſolve is give the beſt I can of 
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my efleem for him to poſterity ; aud aſſure him thb 


world has nothing in it I admire ſo nuch, nothing 


the ſs of which 1 ſhauld regret ſo much, as bis gs. | 


nius and his virtues. | 
a Mer excuſe, for I ſtand in need of one, by havin 

inſerted theſe ſcraps of letters, is my real deſire of 
convincing you, that the affection of Swirr and 
Pops ſubſiſted a; entire and uninterrupted as their 


friends could wiſh, or their enemies regret. It 
muſt be owned, that we as ſeldom ſee a mutual 
attachment between poets, as between ftateſmen, 


„True friendſhip, as Tul. Ly obſerves, proceeds 
* from a reciprocal eſteem, and a virtuous re- 
„ ſemblance of manners.” When ſuch is the 
baſis, the varety in certain tenets and opinions is 
of no ill conſequence to the union: and will ſcarce 


ever unlooſe the ſocial ties of love, veneration, and 


eſteem. Thus the friendſhip between Ar Tics 
and HorTEns1vs, although they were of different 
ſects, one a Stoic, and the other an Epicurean, 
ſubſiſted like Mr. PopE's and Dr. Swir T's, firm 
and conſtantto the laſt, when that of ANTHONY, 


Lipos, and AuGusTvs, continued no longet 


than while it was ſublervient to their views of in- 
tereſt. CarILIxE ſays, [dem velle, ac idem nolle, 


ea demum amicitia et. This often attends a vitious 


conſpiracy ; and perhaps an agreement ſo perſectiy 
mutual, is ſcarce to be met with in any other in- 
ſtance. Emulation generally breaks the chain of 


friendſhip between poets. They are running with 


the utmoſt eagerneſs to the ſame goal ; no wonder, 


if, in the race, they endeavour to trip up each other's 


heels. 


Ay 


Vw * 


AND WRITINGS OF Ds. SWIFT. 149 


As I have often reverted in my mind certain 


| particulars relating to my two poetical friends, 1 


have always thought, that the circumſtance of 
their purſuing different roads in poetry, and living 
in different kingdoms, was probably one of the 
happieſt incidents in their lives. Such a ſeparation 
prevented all perſonal diſſenſions, and fixt them in 
a correſpondence, that conſtantly tended to eſtabliſh 
their endearments; when, perhaps, a reſidence 
near each other, might have had a very contrary 
effect. It is much eaſier to rectify any miſtake, 
or to cool any animofity that may have ariſen, in 
a letter, than to recal a paſſionate verbal anſwer, 


eſpecially if uttered with all the actions, and ve- 


hemence of anger. The impreſſion of ſuch a ſcene 
remains long upon the mind of the perſon offended, 


| and the old adage is tranſpoſed, Vox audita manet, 
litera ſcripta perit. Few me can ſubmit to con · 


tradiction. Sw Ir r was certainly not of the 
number, and therefore I am perſuaded, that 


his diſtance from his Engliſh friends, proved a 
ſtrong incitement to their mutual affection. But, 


I muſt again repeat, that throughout the long ſe- 


| ries of letters which have been publiſhed, not the 
leaſt a'tercations appear to have happened be- 


tween SwIFT and Pope. 
Ix all SwirT's writings, you will find his own 
peculiar vein of humour. The ſame liberty of ex- 
preſſion would have been improper and abſurd in 
any other writer, but it produced the conſequences 
which he deſired. His ſeeming arrogance gained 
him more favour than the humility, and affected 
benevolence of others. His railery and freedom 


of cenſure, are conveyed in a manner more pre- 
valent, 
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valent, and perhaps often more agreeahle than 
ſlattery. He ſeldom praiſed, but where merit was 


conſpicuous. A ſingle ſtroke of bis pen pleaſed 


n ore, and gave more honour, than a long flatter- 
ing delication from any other author. His ſtyle 
was maſterly, correct, and ſtrong: never diffuſive, 
yet always clear; and, if we conſider it in com- 


pariſon with his predeceſſors, he has outdone them 


all, and is one, perhaps the chief, of thoſe few ſe- 
lect Engliſh writers, who have excelled in elegance 
and propriety of language. . 

Lox D Baco is the firſt author, who has at- 
tempted any ſtile that can be reliſhable to the pre- 
ſent age, for I muſt own to you, that I think 


Sw1FT, and his cotemporaries, have brought our 


language to the utmoſt degree of perfection, with- 


out the help of a Lonc1nus, a QUVINTILIAN, or 


even of a dictionary, or a grammar. Lord Bacon 


has written with an infinite ſund of knowledge: 
every ſcience that he treats upon, is diſcuſſed by 
him with the greateſt learning and dignity, and 


he ſhews himſelf at once a philoſopher, an hiſto- 
rian, a politician and a divine: but his diale q (for 


that demands our preſent attention) is quibbling 


an pe dantic; and never more ſo than when he 
con de ſcends to flatter his royal — and che 
minions o: that court. 

Coxnsiper the — 1 outs If Mil rox, 
you will find them more nervous than elegant; 
more diſtinguiſned by the ſtrength of reaſon, than 


by the © Ng of rhetoric ; his Lion | is harſh, his 


peri0.s tedious : and, when he becomes a proſe- 


writer, the mal eſty, chat attends his poetry, va- 
niſhes, and is entirely loſt yer, with all his faults, 


and 
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and excluſive of his character as a poet, he muſt 
ever remain the only learned author of that taſte- 


leſs age in which he flouriſhed: and it is proba- 
ble, that his great attention to the latin language, 
might have rendered him leſs correct, than he 


otherwiſe would have been, in his native tongue. 


HARRINGTON has his admirers, he may poſ- 


ſibly have his merits, but they flow not in his ſtyle, 


A later writer, of the fame republican principles, 
has far excelled him; I mean, Al CERNON 
SyDxEY, Whoſe diſcourſes Concerning govern- 


ment are admirably written, and contain great hiſ-- 


torical knowledge, and a remarkable propriety of 


diction ; ſo that his name, in my opinion, ought 


to be much higher eſtabliſhed in the temple of 
literature, than I have hitherto found it placed. 
Log D CLaretnDoy, is an hiſtorian whole dig- 


ni ity of expreſſion has juſtly given him the preſe- 


rence to any of our bio graphical authors. But his 
periods are the perizds of a mile, His parentheſes 


embarraſs the ſenſe of his narration, and certain 
inaccuracies, appearing throughout his works, are 
delivered with a fo:mality that renders them till 


more conſpicuous. 
Aus our Engliſh writers, 9 men have 
ained a ęreater character for elegance and cor- 


| rectneſ , than SPaAT, Biſhop of Kccheſter, and 


fee men have deſerved it leſs. When I have read his 
WG ks, I have «l-rays wondered from whence ſuch 
a piece of good fortune might have ariſen, and 


coul only attribute it to! Mr. Cow EY, who, ina 


very aelicate copy of verſes, has celebrated his 
friend Dr. SpRa r for eloquence, vit, and a cer- 
tain candid; l, which the poet compares to the 

river 
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river Thames gliding with an even current, and 


diſplaying the moſt beautiful appearances of na- 
ture. Poets and painters have their favourites, 
whom they tranſmit to poſterity in what colours 


and attitudes they pleaſe : but I am miſtaken, if, 


upon a review of SPRAT's works, his langu 


will not ſooner give you an idea of one of the in- 


ſignificant tottering boats upon the Thames, than 
of the ſmooth noble current of the river itſelf. 
Six WiiLliam TEMPLE is an eaſy, careleſs, 
incorrect writer, elegantly negligent, Pony 
learned, and engagingly familiar. 

THrvs, my dear Ham, I have curſorily menti- 
oned ſome of the brighteſt ſons of fame among our 
Engliſh authors, only to point out to you the pre. 
terence due to Dr. SwIiFT : but he is not entitled 


alone to the olive garland : he has had his coad- 
jutors in the victory. The triumvirate, to 
| whom we owe an elegance and propriety unknown 


to our forefathers, are SWIFT, ADDISON, and 


Bol ISG RROKE. At the fight of ſuch names, no 


diſpute can ariſe in pref: rring the Engliſh mo- 
derns to the Engliſh antients. The preſent cen- 
tury, and indeed all future generations, may be 
congratulated upon the acquiſition of three ſuch 
men. 


Bur to return more cloſely to SwirT. He has 
perfectly ſtudied the drama of human life, and. 


particularly the tendency and irregularities of its 
different characters. He has choſen, (as I dare ſay 
I have mentioned in former letters) to recommend 
virtue, by repreſenting vice in a diſagreeable and 
ridiculous light. As his temper was naturally full 
of acrimony, a certain innate ſcveris ty runs theough- 


5 


cut 


AND WRITINGS of Ds..SWIFT. 143 


out all his letters. You will find him, in the ad- 
vice, which he offers to his friends, and in the 
general account which he gives of his own conduct, 
| too cloſe an œconomiſt. This parſimony pro- 

ceeded from a defire of being independent; and 


ſince that was the cauſe, he will be forgiven, or, 


atleaſt, excuſed by all honeſt men. 

Ms. Pup had different talents from his friend 
SWIFT : his imagination was fine and delicate: 
his fancy was ever on the wing. In his earlier time 
of life, his way of thinking was diffuſive, and con- 
ſequently his judgement was unconfined. As that 


. judgement ripened with years, he ſhewed the full 


ſtrength of it in his Ethic Epiſtles, and his Eſſay on 
Man. There the poet has almoſt yielded to the 
_ philoſopher : and his moral ſyſtem has charmed 
more by the force of truth and reaſon, than even 


1 by the numbers with which he adorned it. 


I cannorT avoid thinking, that in this parti- 
cular branch of learning, Mr. Pope owed the ex- 
_ ertion of his talents to Lood B-11NGBROKE, who 
had ſtudied the procedure, and limits of the hu- 


man underſtanding, as exactly as Sw1F Thad con- 


| tidered the irregularities of the paſſions in different 
characters of the human ſpecies. Lord Bo LIN .- 
BROKE had early made himſelf maſter of books 
and men: but, in his firſt career of liſe, being im- 
merſed at once in buſineſs and pleaſure, he ran 
thordligh a Wag of ſcenes in a ſurpriſing and ex- 
centric manner. When his paſſions ſubſided by 
years and diſappointments, and when he impro- 
ved his rational faculties by more grave ſtudies and 
reflexion, he ſhone out in his retirement with a 
luſtre peculiar to himſelf; though not ſeen by vul- 
| IG gar 
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gar eyes. The gay ſtateſman was changed into , 
philoſopher equaFto any of the ſages of antiquity. 
The wiſdom of Soc RAT Es, the dignity and eaſe 
of PlIx v, and the wit of HoR AC, appeared in 
all his writings and converſation. 
Hut my letter is growing to an intolerable length, 
It is time to finiſh it; and believe me, HAMuit- 
ron, were my letters to fill reams of paper, they 
would be written only with a view of repeating the 
dictates of my heart, which, in its laſt beating mo- 
ments, will throb cons you, and thoſe "other 
dear objects, to whom I am 
5 An oHectiorata Father, 
| r 
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LETTER XC 


1 HAVE been reading this morning a long let- | 

ter from Dr. SwiFT to Mr. Pore, dated at 
Dublin, January 10, 17212 and I Lave been con- 
fined to a greater ſhare of attention, as it ſeems to 
ſurniſh more materials of his life and principles, 
than any Uther of his epiſtolary wiitings. The 
letter breaths an air of {incerity and freedom, and 

is addreſſed to a particular friend, at a time when 
the views of ambition were at an end. It may 
therefore be conſidered as a confeſon of one de- 
parting from this world, who only is deſirous to 
vindicate his own character, and is anxious that 
his aſhes may reſt in peace. 

Ir was written immediately after the ard itrary 
conduct of a judge in Trelaud, who endeavoured 


to 
Volume VII. Pag. 12. 


* 


+- 
7 


„% 'TouRPtLIANUS, * Coccegius Ne 

| * TiciLrivus.” In another part 
the BARON ps Mox ESI Eu takes notice, that 

in Turkey, where little segard is ſhewn to the - 
| © honour, lives, or.cſtates of the ſubject, all cau- | 


I IE. 3h. 25. LO a rac 
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to deſtroy the freedom of juries, and conſequently 


the very eſſence of that liberty and ſafety, which 
we have a right to poſſeſs by the conſtitution of 


our ſtate. Sw1FT very generouſly declares him. 


ſelf averſe to all rigorous proceedings againſt per- 
ſons ſuſpected of problematical guilt. &« ÞBy ſuch 
e ftri22 enquiries, ſays he, a gate is left open to tbe 
« whole tribe of informers, the moſt accurſed, proſ- 
&« titute and abandoned race that Gov ever permit- 
« ted to plague mankind.” Upon this ſubjeR I can- 
not avoidrecolleCting ſome particulars from a book, 
which has lately given me great delight and inftruc- 
tion, and which I recommend very warmly to your 
I mean L' Eſprit des Loix. The author 


| ofthat book, Mons1:zUk DE MonTzsQuizvu ob- 


ſerves, that informers have been chiefly encon- 


<« raged under the moſt tyrannical governments. 


* In the reign of TIB ERIUs triumphal ornaments 
„ were conferred upon them, and ftatues erected 


« to their honour. In the reign of Nx no, upon 


| © the difcovery and puniſhment of a pretended 


4 conſpiracy, triumphal dignities were alſotted to 
Ia, and 
book 


7 


« ſes are determined by the preſiding Baſhaw : 
&© and in Rome, the judges had no more to do than 


4 to declare, that the perſon accuſed was guilty 


fs particular crime, and then the puniſhment 

« yas found in the laws.” From theſe, and other 
examples of arbitrary government, this elegant au- 
thor takes 2 particular pleaſure in diſtinguiſhing 
H and 
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and admiring the civil. conſtitution of England, | 
where, he ſays, the jury determine, whether 
< the fact, brought under their cognizance, be 
proved or not, if it be proved, the judge pro- 
<* nounces the puniſhment inflicted by the law for 
« ſuch a particular fact: and for this, adds the 
Et... Ba RON, he need only . .open their eyes,” 
But if Moxs1zuR DE MonTzesQuiev had 


read Sw1rrt's letter, or indeed bad recollected ma- 1 


ny notorious facts of our hiſtory, he muſt haye 
obſerved, that the judges have been often deaf to 
the repeated voice of the jury, and have not only 
| ſhut their eyes, againſt our excellent laws, but 
have aſſumed, © that terrible and menacing ai, 
« which Commopus ordered to be given to his | 
« ſtatues.” EL „% 
Tu method of trials by juries, is generally 
looked upon as one of the moſt excellent branches 
of our conſtitution. In theory it certainly appear 
in that light. According to the original eſtabliſh- 
ment, the jurors are to be men of competent for- 
tunes in the neighbourhood : and are to be ſo a 
vowedly indifferent between the parties concerned, 
that no reaſonable exception, can be made to them 
oneither ſide. Intreaſonthe perſon accuſed hasa right 
to chal lenge five and thirty, and in felony twenty, 
without ſhewing cauſe of challenge. Nothing can be 
more equitable. No priſoner can deſire a fairer 
field. But the misfortune is, that our juries are 
often compoſed of men of mean eſtates, and low 
underſtandings : many difficult points of law are 


brought before them, and ſubmitted to their ver- 


dict, when perhaps they are not capable of deter- 


. TT 
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mining, property and judiciouſly, ſuch nice mat- 


ters of juſtice, although the judges of the court ex- 


plain the nature of the caſe, and the law which a- 
riſes upon it. But, if they are not defective in 
knowledge, they are ſometimes, I fear, from their 


Ration and indigence, liable to corruption. This 


indeed is an objection more to the privilege lodged 
with juries, than to the inſtitution itſelf. The 


point moſt liable to objection, is the power, which 


any one, or more of the twelve, have to ſtarve the 
reſt into a compliance with their opinion; ſo that 
the verdict may poſſibly be given by ſtrength of con- 
ſtitution, not by conviction of conſcience : ** and 
© wretches hang that jurymen may dine. All this 
by the by. Now let us return to wirr 8 let- 
ter of the tenth of January. 

In it is moſt evidently Aiplayed his nate 
attachment to Ireland. Such a kind of patriotiſm 


muſt have proceeded from a true love of liberty; 


ſor he hated individuals, and deſpiſed moſt of the 
men of property and power in that kingdom: he 
owed them no obligations, and while by his writ- 
ings he laboured to make their poſterity happy, he 
forced from themſelves an involuntary, but uni- 
verſal applauſe. His conduct was ſo uniform, and 
conſtant in the cauſe of Ireland, that he not only 
gained the praiſe, but the confidence of that whole 
nation, who are a people ſeldom, if ever, inclined 
to ſtudy and purſue their on intereſt, and who 
are always exceedingly apt to ſuſpect any advice 
that is contrary, or in defiance to a miniſte- 
rial direction. 

Sw1FT's principles of government ſeem to have 
been founded upon that excellent maxim, Salu, 


H 2 Popul; 
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p2puli ſuprema oft lex. He begins by clearing him- 
ſelf from Jacobitiſm. He ſpeaks of the revolution 
as a neceſſary but dangerous expedient, which has 
ſince been attended with unavoidable bad conſe- 
quences. He declares his mortal antipathy to 
ſtanding armies in time of peace. He adores the 
wiſdom of that inſtitution which rendered our par- 
liaments annual. He prefers the landed to the mo- 
nied intereſt, and expreſſes a noble abhorrence to 
the ſuſpenſion of thoſe laws, upon which the li- 
berty of the ſubject depends. When th: ſe arti- 
| cles of his political tenets are examined, they will 
leave no room for any one particular party to aſ- 
ſume the honour of having had him in their 
alliance. He was neither Whig nor Tory, nei- 
ther Jacobite nor Republican. He was Doc ron 
SWIFT, 
His judgement, in relation to the viſible decay 
of literature and good ſenſe, is perfectly juſt. He 
attributes this national calamity to the prevailing 
luxury of the times, which he inſtances in the 
encouragement of factions, and of ſeveral public 
diverſions, all tending to the increaſe of folly, igno- 
rance, and vice, His ſentiments are delivered more 
with the air of a philoſopher than of a divine: and 
the concluſion of the letter is ſo proper, and ſo ex- 
cellent a defence of his own manner of acting and 
thinking, that, in regard to his memory, I muſt 
| be at the trouble of tranſcribing it. 
« » All I can reaſonably hope fer, ſays Swirr, 
« by this letter, is to convince my friends and others, | 
4 who are pleaſed to wiſh me well, that I have nei- 
4 tber been ſo id a . nor ſo ſtupid an author, 
"> 45 
vol. VIL Fage 26, 
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* as I have been repreſented by the virulence of libel- 
c [ers, where malice hath taken the fame train in 
both, by fathering dangerous principles in govern- 
ce ment upon me, which I never maintained, and 22 


« pid product ions, which I am not capable F writing. 
For, however I may have been ſowered by perſonal 


ill treatment, or by melancholy proſpetts for the 
e publick, I am too mich à politician to expoſe my 
& wn ſafety by offenfive words, and, if my genius 
* and ſpirit be ſunk by encreaſing years, I have at 
* laſt enough diſcretion left, not to miſtake the mea- 
*« ſure of my own abilities, by attempting ſubjects 
e ꝛohere thoſe talents are neceſſary, which perhaps 1 


* may have loft with my youth.” | 
I x ave choſen out this particular letter, as one 


of the moſt ſerious, and beſt performances that he 
has given us in the epiſtolary way. But, if I am 
to declare my opinion of the whole collection 
in the ſeventh volume, I own to you, it has not 
anſwered my expectation. The index at the be- 
ginning will make you hope for great treaſures, 
om the illuſtrious names that are there inſerted ; 
but, in your purſuit, you will ſcarce find any re- 
markable inſtructions of morality, or even the 
common reaſonings and refinements that might 
naturally ariſe from ſo high a claſs of men, in the 
ordinary current of their thoughts. What is more 
ſorpriſing, you will ſeldom diſcover any keen 
ſtrokes of ſatyr, or any inſtantaneous allies of vi- 
vacity. I have often heard Sw Ir ſay, © When 
« I fit dewn to write a letter, I never lean upon my 
« elbow, til J have finiſbed it.” By which ex- 
preſſion he meant, that he never ſtudied for par- 


Gcular hraſes or liſhed para raphs: his letters 
n Therefore 
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therefore are the truer repreſentations of his mind. 
They are written in the warmth of his affections, 
and when they are conſidered in the light of kind- 
| neſs and ſincerity, they illuſtrate his character to 
-2 very high degree. Throughout his various cor- 
reſpondence you will diſcover very ſtrong marks of 
an anxious, benevolent friend: and, to m 15 
pleaſure, I find the miſanthrope often loſt in the 
good-natured man. Read his letters to Mr. Gay, 
and you will be of my ſentiment ; read thoſe to 
Dr. = RIDAN, in the eighth volume *, and you, 
will be farther confirmed in that opinion; we may 
compound therefore to loſe ſatyr and raillery, 
when we gain humanity and tenderneſs in their 


lead: yet, even in ſome of his higheſt ſcenes of | 


benevolence, his expreſſions are delivered in ſuch 
a manner, as to ſeem rather the effects of haugh- 
tineſs than of good-nature : but you muſt never 
look upon him as a traveller in the common road. 
Le muſt be viewed through a camera ob/cura that 
turns all objects the contrary way. When he ap- 
pears moſt angry, he is moſt pleaſed *; when moſt 
humdle, he is moſt aſſuming ©. Such was the man, 
and in ſuch variegated colours muſt he be painted. 
THe letters from Lord BoLINGBROK E, which 
are inſerted in this collection, are written with an 
elegance and politeneſs that diſtinguiſh them from 
all the reſt. We ſee they were not intended ſor 
the preſs, but how valuable are the moſt careleſs . 
ſtrokes of ſuch a pen? + 


Gar's 
_ * Beginning at Page 384. 
Þ Ses his + Aud 2 Gar, and to the Dutcheſs of 
erough, in Vol. VII. — 
* his letter to Lord PaLuzr: Ton, Vol. VIII, 


page 373. 
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Gav's letters have nothing in them ſtriking 
or recommendatory. His ſentiments are thoſe of 
an honeſt, indolent, good-natured man. He 
loved SWIFT to a degree of veneration : and 
the friendſhip was returned with great ſincerity. 
SWIFT Writes to him in the ſame ſtrain as he 
would have written to a fon : and ſeems to diſtin- 
guiſh him as the correſpondent to whom he has 
not the leaſt grain of reſerve. In the ſeveral ac- 
counts which he gives of his ſituation at Dublin, 
and the idle manner of his paſſing his time there, 
he writes ſometimes in an ironical, and ſometimes 
im a contrary ſtyle. But, in one of his letters, dated 
Aug it 28, 17313, he tells Gay, “ that the moſt 
** arrant trifles of his former writings are ſerious 
** philoſophical lucubrations, in compariſon to 
© what he now buſies himſelf about; and his 
concluſive words are, As the world may one day 

* ſee.” By this defire of letting the world fee what 
other men of leſs wit and more difcretion, would 

carefully have concealed, he has placed himſelf 
open to the cenſure of his enemies, and beyond 
the reach of any defence from his friends. He 
has not only committed to the preſs a moſt deſpi- 
cable heap of writings, but has publickly record- 
ed the loweſt amuſements of his private ſcenes of 
life, without having once ſuſpected, that perſons, 
whoſe ſtations, or abilities, have fixed them in a 
conſpicuous attitude, are looked upon by the reſt 
of mankind with a very critical, and a very envious 
eye. AuGusTUus, as I remember, was a little 
aſhamed to to be diſcovered at a game of cobnuts : 

: H4 1 ., and 


« Vol. VII. Letter LIII. Page 185. 


' 152 REMARKS ON THE HFE. 
and even Douir IAN was cunning enough to wich- 
draw into his cloſet to catch flies. Great mi 
you will ſay, require to be often unbent. I allow 
it ; but thoſe relaxations might be choſen, ſo as 
to make idleneſs appear in a beautiful light: and 
Swirr would have forfeited a leſs degree of fame 
by playing many years at puſh-pin, (the records of 
which he could not have printed) than by compo- 
| Bing various kinds of nonſenſe, which, by his own 
option, have been honoured with a place in his 
works. ) ie 
I sHouLD have been much pleaſed, in finding 
ſomę of Dr. ArxBuTHXort's letters among this 
_ collection. Although he was juſtly celebrated for 
wit and learning, there was an excellence in his 
character more amiable than all his other qualifi- 
cations : I mean the excellence of his heart. He 
has ſhewed himſelf equal to any of his cotempo- 
7a.ies in humour and vivacity : and he was ſupe- 
. 1:or to molt men in acts of humanity and bene- 
volence: his very ſarcaſms are the ſatirical ſtrokes 
of good-nature : they are like flaps of the face 
given in jeſt, the effects of which may raiſe 
bluſhes, but no blackneſs will appear after the 
| blows. He laughs as jovially as an attendant 
upon Bacchus, but continues as ſober and con- 
ſiderate as a diſciple of Soc x Ar Es. He is ſeldom 
ſerious, except in his attacks upon vice, and then 
his ſpi tit riſes with a manly ſtrength, and a noble 
indignation. His (epitaph upon CHarTREsS *, (al- 
lowing one ſmall alteration, the word permitted, 
inſtead of conn#ved at) is 2 compleat, and a maſ- 
- EY tert, 
See Porn's Works, by Waazuxxox, Vol. III 
Page 219. „ 
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terly compoſition in its kind. No man exceeded 
him in the moral duties of life: a merit ſtill more 


to his honour, as the ambitious powers of wit and 


oenius are ſeldom ſubmiſſive enough to confine 


. themſelves within the limitations of morality. In 


his letter to Mr. Pops *, written. as it were, upon 


| his death-bed, he diſcovers ſuch a noble fortitude 


of mind at the approach of his diſſolution, as could 
only be inſpired by a clear conſcience, and the 
pr 4 retroſpe& of an uninterrupted ſeries of vir- 
tue. The DEAN laments the loſs of him with 
a pathetic fincerity. © The Death of Mr. Gav 
and the Doc rox © (ſays he to Mr. Port) have 
« been terrible wounds near my heart. Their live 
& ing would have been a great comfort to me, al- 
6c . TI ſhould never have ſeen them ; like a ſum 
„ money in a bank, from which 1 ſhould receive 

at leaft annual intereſt, as I do from you, and 
* have done from Lord Bol ix GBROE E.“ I have 
choſen this laſt quotation, not more in honour of 


Swirr's tenderneſs and affection to thoſe whom 


he eſtcemed, than with a deſign of ſpecifying to 
you as fine a groupe of friends“, as have ap- 
peared ſince the auguſtan age. As their letters 


were not intended for the public, perhaps I was 


unreaſonable in looking for medals, and not be- 


ing contented with the common current ſpecies. 


In our prejudices of favour or averſion we are 
H xs apt 


a See again For: by WanpunToON, Vol. VIII. 
Letter XLVII. 
bd SwirT's Works, Vol. VII. Letter LXX. 
© AkgEUTHNOrT. 
Lord BoLINGBROKE, SWIFT, Porn, AzpurR- 
nor, GAY. 
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apt to be deceived by names: nor can it be doubted, 
that ſuch writers might have furniſhed us with 
familiar letters, very different from thoſe, which 
have been collected in this ſeventh volume. They 
are filled indeed (eſpecially in the correfpondence 
between Sw I T and Pop E) with the ſtrongeſt ex- 
preſſions of mutual eſteem; but thoſe expreſſions 
are repeated too often. When friendſhip has 
ſubſiſted ſo long, that time cannot encreaſe, nor 
words improve it, the commerce of affection be- 
tween friends ought to be carried on in a ſtyle 
dat neither ſinks below politeneſs, nor riſes in- 
to forced compliments. I cannot avoid obfery- 
ing the epiſtolary conciſeneſs that was in faſhion 
among the antients, eſpecially their concluſive | 
ſentences, [vale. Or again, Si valeas bene ef, 
valeo:] which I own ſeems preferable to our me- 
thod of loading every letter with compliments, 
not only to wives and children, but to uncles, 
aunts, and couſins : and of conſequence, every 
relation, that is not particularly named, is par- 
_ ticularly affronted. It will appear too minute a 
criticiſm to affirm, that the Engliſh language is not 
well adapted for epiſtolary writings : be that as 
it. may, it is certainly inferior to the French) 
which engages, and perhaps improves us by a 
fucceſſive flow of phraſes that are peculiar to that 
nation. MADAME DE SEVIGNE has filled four 
volumes of letters, all addreſſed to her daughter: 
they contain nothing, except different ſcenes of | 
maternal fondneſs ; yet, like a claſſic, the oftener 
they are read, the more they are reliſhed. Mox- 


SLEUR DE Per 1500 has publiſhed three vo- 


lumes of letters, which he calls Lettres Hiſfori- 
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ques, and which are little elſe than materials Or 2 
gazette: they inform us at what time the grand 
Aonarque aroſe; when he went to bed; at what 
hour he dined; and what he ſaid while he was at 
ſupper: 3 all theſe trifles are told in fo * 
a manner, and 4 natural and eaſy, that I 
can ſcarce think the kill of Ovip greater, who, 
in his Fa/ti, has turned the Roman Calendar into 
elegant poetry, and has verſified a ſet of old Al- 
manacs. I need not mention Vo1TURE, or 
BALZAC,, and perhaps it was wrong to turn aſide 
into the Roman, and the French territories, when 
TI ought to have confined myſelf to the Britiſh | 
iſlands ; but I love to wander about with you, and 
in writing as in walking, to peep into every corner 
—_ may afford us matter of entertainment. ; 


Jam, my dear ere REY . 
Dur ever affeftionate Father, 


OKT. 
P. S. Ar the latter end of the ſevench volume, 
is a pamphlet written in the year 1714. It is en- 


titled, Free Thoughts upon the preſent State of 4f- 


fairs, When you have read it, digita compeſce 5 
tabellum.. - 


LETTER 


| ©00CESSSES00/S0S0CESS000 


LET TER XXI. 


- My dear HamiiTow, | 


is what ought to have been the faſt, Dr. Swir T's 
Will: which, like all his other writings, is drawn 


up in his own peculiar manner. Even in fo ſe- 


rious a compoſition he cannot help indulging him- 
ſelf, in leaving legacies that carry with them an 


air of raillery and jeſt. He diſpoſes of his three 


hats (his beft, his ſecond beſt, and his third beſt 
beaver) with an ironical ſolemnity, that renders 
the bequeſts ridiculous. He bequeaths ** ro Mr, 


« JohN GRATTAN @ ſilver box, to keep in it, 
« the tebacco which the ſaid JOHN uſually chewed, 


« called pigtail. But his legacy to Mr. Rog EAT 
GraATTAN is ſtill more extraordinary. *©* [tom 
« Tbequeath to the Reverend Mr. RokERRT GRAT+ 
« TAN Prebendary of St. Audeon's, my ſtrong 


« box, on condition of his giving the fole uſe of the 


« ſaid box to his brother, Dr. JAMEs GRATTAN, 
« during the life of the ſaid Doctor, who hath 
« more occaſion for it.” Theſe are fo many laſt 
unpreſſions of his turn, and way of thinking p 
| an 


T is ſcarce poſſible to know in what manner to 
comment upon the laſt volume of the Dean's 
works. A general confuſion and diforder runs 
throughout the whole, and one of the firſt pieces, 
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and I dare fay, the perſons thus diſtinguiſhed, 
look u n e theſe inſtances, as affectionate m emo- 
his friendſhip, and as tokens of the jocoſe 
manner, in which he had treated them du ring hi 
life time. OE 
His monumental inſcription, written by him- 
ſelf, and inſerted at the beginning of his Will, 
may confirm to you the obſervation which I made 
in a former letter, that he was not an elegan 
writer of Latin. An harſher epitaph has ſeldom 
deen compoſed, It is ſcarce intelligible, and if 
intelligible, is a proof how difficult a tafk it is, 
even for the greateſt genius, to draw his own cha- 
rater, or to repreſent himſelf and his actions i in a 
proper manner to poſteri 
I Au now drawing towards the laſt ſcene of his 
life. The total deprivation of his ſenfes came 
upon him by degrees. In the year 1736, I re- 
member him ſeized with a violent fit of giddinefs. 
He was at that time writing a ſatirical poem, called 
the Legion Club, but he found the effects of his 


giddineſs ſo dreadful, that he left the poem un- 


finiſhed ; and never afterwards attempted 2 com- 
poſition of any length either in verſe or proſe, 
However, his converſation ftill remained the 
ſame ; lively and ſevere ; but his memory gradu- 
ally grew worſe and worſe and as that decreaſed 
and was impaired, he appeared every day more 
fretſul and impatient. From the year thirty nine 
to the latter end of the year forty one, his friends 
| found his paſſions ſo violent and ungovernable, 
his memory ſo decayed, and his reaſon fo 


depraved, that they took the utmoſt precauti- 


ons to keep all ſtrangers from approning him: 
5 for 
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for, till then, he had not appeared totally inca. 
pable of converſation : but early in the year farty 
two, the ſmall remains of his underſtanding be- 
came entirely confuſed, and, the violence of his 
rage encreaſed abſolutely to a degree of madneſs. 
In this miſerable ſtate, he ſeemed to be appointed 
as the firſt proper inhabitant for his own hoſpital : 
eſpecially as from an outragious lunatic, he ſunk 
afterwards into a quiet, ſpeechleſs. idiot ; and 


| dragged out the remainder of his life in that helpleſs | 


| ſituation. He died towards the latter end of Od 
Ber 1745. The manner of his death was eafy, 
without the leaſt pang or convulſion. Even the 

_ rattling in his throat was ſcarce ſufficient to give 
any alarm to his attendants, till within ſome very 
little time before he expired. A man in full poſ- 
ſeſſion of his reaſon, would have wiſhed for ſuch 
a kind of diſſolution, but SWIFT was totally in- 
ſenſible of happineſs or pain: he had not even the 
power or expreſſion of a child, appearing for ſome 
years before his death, reſerved only as an exam- 
ple to mortify human pride, and to reverſe that 
fine deſcription of human nature, which is given 
us by SHAKESPEARE in an inimitable manner: 
« Mat a piece of work is man ! how noble in rea- 
ee ſon! how infinite in faculty ! in form and mev- 
ce ing, how expreſs and admirable ! in action, how 
« like an angel] in apprehenfion, how like a god! 
ce the beauty of the world, the paragon of animals.” 
Thus poets paint; but how vain and periſhable is 
the picture ? The ſmalleſt thunderbolt from hea- 
ven blaſts it in a moment, and every tinct is ſo ef- 
fectually obliterated, that ſcarce the outlines of the 
figure remain. ei 


SWIFT; 
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Sw1FT, as I have hinted in a former letter, 
certainly foreſaw his fate. His frequent attacks of 
giddineſs, and his manifeſt defect of gave 
room for ſuch apprehenſions. I have often heard 
him lament the ſtate of childhood, and idiotiſm, 
to which fome of the greateſt men of this nation 
were reduced before their death. He mentioned, 
as examples within his own time, the Duke of 
Marr BoROUGH; and Lord Somers: and when 
he cited theſe melancholy inſtances, it was always 
with a heavy ſigh, and with geſtures that ſhewed 
great uneaſineſs, as if he felt an impulſe of what 
was to happeni\to him before he died. 

. UnLEss I ami mifinformed, he died worth about 
_ twelve thouſand pounds, incluſive of the ſpecific 
legacies mentioned in his will, and which may be 
computed at the ſum of twelve hundred pounds ; 
fo that the remainder, near eleven thouſand pounds, 
is entirely applicable to the hoſpital for idiots and 
; Junatics : : a charitable foundation, particularly be- 
 neficial in theſe kingdoms, where the epidemic 
diſtemper of lunacy is ſo prevalent, that it will 


conftantly furniſh the largeſt building with a ſuſſi- 
_ cient number of inhabitants. 


Lor Ac x may in general be confileced aoacifng 


ſrom a depraved imagination, and muſt therefore 
be originally owing to a fault in the body, or the 
mind. We ſee inſtances every day, where in fe- 
vers, all the powers of ſenſe and reaſon are utterly 
overturned by a' raging madneſs; this frenzy con- 
quers, or is conquered ſoon: but, from more flow 
and chronical . ſuch obſtructions may be 


formed, 


See La VI. 
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formed, us gradually to produce various degrees of 


this diforder, and to remain-invincible to the ve. 
ry laſt moments of life. Nothing more ſtrongly 


diſpaſes the mind to this Lene. ſtate than too 


fixed an attention to any particular object. Mr. 
Locket, if my memory does not deceive me, de- 
fines madneſs as ariſing from ſome particular idea, 
or ſet of ideas, that make fo ſtrong an impicſhon = 
upon the mind as to baniſh all others; and the | 
perſons affected are chearful, or melancholy, well. 
tempered, or fierce, according as the objects and 
ideas of their minds are different. From hence ig 
is evident, that we ought to conſider the ſtrength 
of the mind even in the purſuit of knowledge, and 
often to vary our ideas by exerciſe and amuſements;z 
conſtantly fixing a ſtrict guard againſt any paſſion, 
that may be prevalent in too high a degree, or may 
acquire an habitual ftrength and dominion over us. 
Paſſions are the gales of life; and it is our part to 
take care, that they do not riſe into a tempeſt. ' 
Love, with all its charms, muſt be reſtrained 
within proper bounds, otherwiſe it will torture 
that breaſt which it was formed to delight. Love 
contains within itſelf a variety of other 
and lays ſuch a foundation of madneſs in the mind, 
that the frenzy, in this particular caſe, never fails 
| fo appear in its full force, and to diſplay itſelf in 
all its ſtrength of horror. 

RELIGION, which can only 5 the mind 
happy, and is our ſureſt and beſt — againſt 
the paſſions, if conſidered in a wro*z and melan- 
choly view, has often perverted the fear of reaſon, 


and _ more inhabitants to Bedlam than any 1 
5 other 
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other cauſe. A religious lunatic is miſerable, even 


to the deepeſt tortures of deſpair. 

THE miſer, whom I muſt always rank among 
madmen, heaps up gold with an anxiety that af- 
ſects his looks, his appetite, and his ſleep. - The 
wretch dreads poverty in the center of plenty; and 
ſtarves, only becauſe he dares not taſte thoſe fruits | 
which appear moſt agreeable to his deſires. 
Is ſome other ſpecies of madneſs, the perſons 
affected are really more happy than in their ſenſes, 
and it is almoſt a crime to baniſh the agreeable de- 
luſion. You remember the caſe of the citizen of 
Argos, who after a . doſe. of — 
eried out, 


Pel me occidi 72 amici, 


Non * (ait) cui fic extorta voluptas, ” 


* 4 per vim mentis grati ſſimus error. 


Lover ain would be the caſe of the beau'of 
Bedlam, who, amidſt darkneſs and confinement, 
ſtill retains his pride and ſelf-admiration : dreſſes 
himſelf up in ſtraw inſtead of embroidery, and 
when ſuffered to go to the window, imagines that 
he captivates every female, who chances to paſs 
through Moor-fields, Is not ſuch a man happier 
in his madneſs, than in his ſenſes ? | 

To ſpecify the many different claſles of mad- 
men would be endleſs. They are innumerable > 
ſo that it is almoſt a rare felicity to enjoy mens ſana | 
in corpore ano. Some men have owed their repu- 
tation and ſucceſs in the world to a tincture of 


1 madneſs, why others, merely from a ſuperior un- 


2 85 
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derſtanding, have been ranked among lunatics? 
of the latter ſort Hi yo RA ES (whom I wiſh you 
to look upon as a claffic author, as well as a phy- 
ſician) gives a remarkable inſtance in one of his 
letters. He ſays, he was fent for by the people of 

Abdera to cure DE MoeRIirTus of madneſs, but to 
his ſurpriſe, he found him the wiſeſt man of 
the age, and, by his laughing manner of talking 
and reaſoning, he almoſt convinced Hi VR AT Es, 
that all the reſt of the world, except DEMocR1 Tus, 
were mad. It is, not improbable, that madneſs 
has been coæval with mankind. . There have cer- 
tainly been many inſtances of:it-among the Greeks 
and Romans : among the Jews, the enthuſiaſtic 
fury of Saur is equally remarkable with the ex- 
tatic rage of NR BUN ADNEzzar: nor have any 
parts of the world, I believe, entirely eſcaped this 
_ raging evil. It was frequently m ſtaken for inſpirati- 

tion, and the prophetic Sybils were obliged to put 
on the airs and looks of madneſs, to obtain an im- 
plicit belief to their prophecies. From theſe ſa. 
cerdotal impoſitions, mad people reaped ſome re- 
markable advantages. They were often looked 
upon as meſſengers ſent by heaven, to declare the 
will of the gods, and the prophetical decrees of 
fate: they were revered as perſons facred and di- 
vine: and inſtead of ſcourges, they received tokens 
of adoration. In how great a degree muſt the ſub- 
tilty of prieſts have prevailed, when they could 
make one of the greateſt curſes that attends human 
life, appear one of the greateſt bleſſings? 

. LunaTics are fo called from the influence 
| which the moon has over bodies, when its attractive 

cy power 


{ 
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power is greateſt, by which means the preſſure of 


the atmoſphere being leſſened, the humours of the 


body are more rarefied, and produce a greater ple- 
nitude in the veſſels of the brain. This has been 


illuſtrated by our good and learned friend Dr. 


Me Ap, in his treatiſe De imperio lunæ et ſolis; 


and 1 have particularly obſerved, that in the laſt 


book *, which he publiſhed, he takes notice in 
his chapter de Inſanta, that the blood of ſuch 
«© perſons, who have been moſt liable to this ma- 
lady, was thick and ſizy, and upon diſſection, 


«their brain always appeared dry, and their veſ- 
© ſels filled with black fluggiſh blood :” from. 


whence, perhaps, we may, in ſome meaſure, ac- 
count for the principal ſource of Sw 1FT's lunacy : 
his countenance being dark, bilious, and gloomy, 
and his eyes ſometimes fixed, and immoveable for 


a long time. Horace, I remember, attributes 


the madneſs of Oat Es to a Nye cauſe, where | 
he ſays, 


wvecandoa 
Hane feriam, hunc aliud, juſſit quod ſplendida bilis. 


So that diſeaſes formed originally in the mind, 
often bring on this diſorder, and by degrees affect 


the body; eſpecially in ſuch conſtitutions as have 


any tendency to this diſtemper. But, what can 
be the reaſon, that it is ſo remarkably epidemical in 
theſe kingdoms ? I am inclined to believethat it muſt 


be owing to the groſſneſs of our food, and to our 
immoderate uſe of ſpirituous liquors : the one fre- 


quently 


a Entitled, Manita & pracepa medica. 


— 
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quently cauſing the deepeſt melancholy, the other 
the moſt unlimited rage. Our climate is fo vari- 


able and uncertain, and our atmoſphere is ſo per- 
petually filled with clouds and ſulphureous vapours, 


that theſe cauſes muſt neceſſarily have a great ef- 


fect upon the natural impatience and inconſtancy of 


the inhabitants. We are apt to revel in a free in- 
dulgence of our paſſions ; and they are as apt to 
agitate and enervate the fibres of the brain, and to 
imprint by degrees many fatal impreſſions, that 
can never be eradicated from the mind. Even the 
_ greateſt bleſſing we enjoy, the freedom of our laws, 
may, I am afraid, in ſome meaſure, contribute to 
thoſe raſh actions, that often end in dreadful mur- 


ders of the worſt kind, parricide, and fuicim, | | 
Men muſt be reckoned in the higheſt claſs of lu? 


natics, who are capable of offending the great Au- 
thor of nature, by depriving themſelves of that life, 
which he only has a right of taking away, becauſe 
he only had the power of gi ing it. No perſon in 
his ſenſes can voluntarily prefer death to life. Our 


deſires of exiſtence are ſtrong and prevalent. They 


are born with us: and our ideas of a future ſtate 
are not ſufficiently clear, to make us fond of hur- 
rying into eternity; eſpecially as eternity itſelf muſt 


ever remain incomprehenſible to finite beings. 
Human nature has an abhorrence, and a terror of 


its own diſſolution. The philoſopher ſubmits to 


death, becauſe he looks upon it as a neceſſary event, 


in the mean time, he uſes every method of pru- 
| dence, and every art of caution, to lengthen out 
life as far as he poſſibly can extend it, and to pre- 


vent the leaſt accident that may bring on death 


cane 


| 


| 


tempered brain ? 
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one hour ſooner than the laws of the human ſtrue- 


ture require. The military hero meets the king 


of terrors more from the dictates of reaſon, than 


the impulſes of nature. His fame, his fortune, 
every object that can be dear to him, depend upon 


his reſolution to die. He expoſes himſelf to the 
danger of being deſtroyed, becauſe, an effort of 
ſecuring his liſe, muſt be attended with contempt 

and infamy. But, on the other hand, who would 


wantonly chuſe death, unleſs he were agitated to 
ſuch a choice by the fumes and vapours of a diſ- 

Tus ſubjects, where arbitrary power is eſtabliſh- 
ed, live in a continual ſtate of dread and appre- 


henſion, and all their other .paſſions are ſubdued 
by fear: fo that fewer inſtances of ſuicide have ap- 


peared in deſpotic governments, than in kingdoms, 
where liberty is more prevalent, and where the 


_ paſſions are leſs reſtrained. 


Tur diet, the air and the political conſtitu- 


tion of a country, give the peculiar, and diſtin- 


guiſhing character oſ the people: and as the cha- 
racteriſtics change, the inhabitants undergo the 


ſame metamorphoſes. How different are the mo- 


dern Italians from the antient Romans? If Bxu- 
TUs were now living, he would probably acqui- 


eſce in the depending ſtate of a cardinal, and the 
| papal crown would be unanimouſly preſented to 


Cs Ak. 1 ö 
Tux melancholy cafe of Dr. Swirr has, I 
find, ſeduced me into a long digreſſion; when 1 


am writing to you, my HAM, I give a full ſcope to 


my thoughts, and wander licentivuſly out of my 
EE | ſphere. 
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ſphere. I aim at placing all obſervations in your 
way, which I think can be of any uſe in your fu- 
ture road of life. But, why talk to you on the 
melancholy effects of madneſs? only, my dear 

ſon, to obſerve in general, that temperance, exer- 
ciſe, philoſophy, and true religion, are the: ſureſt 
means to make men happy, and to preſerve them 
from a contagious malady, to which the inhabi- 
tants of theſe kingdoms are unfortunately liable. 

As rArE of idiotifm is leſs deplorable, not leſs 

- ſhocking, than that of madneſs. Idiots are at- 
flicted with no turbulent paſſions : they are inno- 
cent and harmleſs, and often excite pity, but never 
occaſion fear. The proverb tells us, They are the 

favourites of fortune : but I ſuppoſe it alludes only 
to thoſe fools, who can number twenty rightly, and 
can tell the days of the week ; and alas! thoſe are 
no idiots in the eye of the law. The abſolute na- 
turals owe their wretchedneſs to a wrong forma- 

. tion in their brain, or to accidents in their birth, 
or the dregs of fevers, and other violent diſtem- 

pers. The laſt was the caſe of the Dean of St. 
PaTRIcK's, according to the account ſent me by | 
his two relations Mas. WaiTEway, and Mr. | 
Swirr =: neither of whom, I think, make the | 
leaſt mention of a deafneſs, that from time to time 
attacked the Dean, and rendered him extremely | 
miſerable. You will find him complaining of this * 
misfortune in ſeveral parts of his writings, eſpeci- | 
ally in his letters (of the eighth volume) to Dr.Sas- 
RIDAN b. Poſſibly ſome internal preſſure upon 


+ See page 83, and page 85. 
d See Vol. VIII. Page 419. 
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his brain might firſt have affected the auditory 
nerves, and then, by degrees, might have en- 
creaſed, ſo as entirely to ſtop up that fountain of 
ideas, which had before ſpread itſelf in the moſt 
diffuſive, and ſurprizing manner. 
Havi juſt now hinted to you the advantages 
tdat have accrued to madmen, I ought not to omit 
the honours that have been paid to fools. In for- 
mer ages the courts of France and England were 
not thought compleatly embelliſned without a fa- 
vourite idiot, who bore the title of the King's 
Jeſter, and who was as remarkably diſtinguiſhed 
by a cap and bells, as his royal maſter was diſ- 
tinguiſhed by a diadem and robes. This animal, 
like Junius Baurus, frequently aſſumed the 
face and behaviour of folly, to anſwer his own 
particular views and advantages. His bluntneſs 
and ſimplicity recommended him in thoſe places, 
where truths, if ſpoken by a man of ſenſe, were 
diſagreeable and dangerous. If he had not the 
| honour, like BxuTus, to ſave his country, at 
leaſt he had the happineſs to ſecure himſelf : and 
his expreflions were often fo full of humour and 
ſarcaſm, that to this day, they are recorded as 
pieces of wit. Such was the famous reply of Ak- 
cHY to King JAMES the firfl, when his Majeſty, 
amidſt all his wiſdom, was ſufficiently inſpired with 
folly, to ſend his only ſon inte Spain. But fools 
at preſent are-no longer admired in courts, or, if 
they are, they appear there without their cap and 
— 7 | 7. | 


Ap now, my dear HAMILTON, to quit re- 


Hexions, that tend in general rather to terrify, than 


to 
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to improve your underſtanding, let me obſerve, in 
honour of my friend Sw1 r, that his eſtabliſhenens 
of an hoſpital for idiots and lunatics, is remar 
generous : as the unhappy perſons, who receive 
the benefit, muſt, for ever, remain n of 
their benefactor . 


1 am your Hi. Father, 
O R RER v. 


b m, ede 


LETTER XXII. 


HE Direct ion to Servants, which is the tract 
immediately following Sw1 rT's Will, is im- 
perfect and unfiniſhed. The editor tells us, 

that a preface and dedication were to have been 
added to it. I think it was not publiſhed till after 
the Dean's death ; but I remember the manuſcript 
handed about, 200 much applauded in his life time. 


To ſay the moſt that can be offered in its = 


the tract is written in ſo facetious a kind of low\hu- 
mour, that it muſt pleaſe many readers: nor is it wit 
out ſome degree of merit, by pointing out with an 
amazing exactneſs (and what in a leſs trivial caſe 
muſt have been called judgement) the faults, blun- 
ders, tricks, lyes, and various knaveries of domeſtic [ 
ſervants. 
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ſervants. How much time muſt have been em- 
ployed in putting together ſuch a work? What 
an intenſeneſs of thought muſt have been beſtow- 
ed upon the loweſt, and moſt laviſh ſcenes of 
life? It is one of wol compoliions, that the 
utmoſt ſtrength of wit can ſcarce ſuſtain from 
ſinking. A man of Swirr's exalted genius ought 
conftantly to have ſoared into higher regions. He 
ought to have looked upon perſons of inferior 
abilities as children whom nature had appointed 
him to inſtru, encourage, and improve. Supe- 
rior talents ſeem to have been intended by Pro- 
vidence as publick benefits, and the perſon, who 
poſſeſſes ſuch bleſſings, is certainly anſwerable to 
heaven for thoſe endowments, which he enjoys 
above the reſt of mankind. Let him jeſt with 
dignity, and let him be ironical upon uſeful ſub- 
jets : leaving poor ſlaves to heat their porridge, 
or drink their ſmall beer in ſuch veſſels as they ſhall 
find proper =. The Dean, it ſeems, had not this 
way of thinking : and having long indulged his 
paſſions, at laſt perhaps miſtook them for his 
duty. The miſtake, my dear Hamirrton, is 
neither extraordinary nor ſurprizing. In points 
of religion it has carried men into great extrava- 
gancies 3 ; in thoſe of morality, into no leſs : but 
in politics, into the greateſt of all. Our inclina- 
tions are ſo apt to hurry us into inconſiderate ac- 
tions, that we are afterwards inclined to flatter 
ourſelves they are right, only becauſe they have 


pro- 


See Vol. VIII. Page 8, 
5 
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proceeded from our own thoughts and directions. 
Thus Sw1rT, when he had once eſtabliſhed the 
rule of Vive la bagatelle, was reſolved to purſue it 

at all hazards, I wiſh his thoughts had taken 
another turn. The lower claſſes of mankind, 
paſs on unnoticed, the great, only are cenſured. 
They ought to be particularly attentive to every 
ſtep they take. The Dean of St. ParRIcx's 
ſhould have known himſelf, as Rex idem hominum 
Phebique ſacerdos, and ſhould have remembered, 
that kings and prieſts are extremely liable to be 
cenſured. Poor Sw1rT ! why did he ſink below. 
himſelf before he was deprived of reaſon ? For- 
give him that error, my HamiLTon, and draw 
| a veil of oblivion over certain excreſcences of 
wit and humour, you will then admire him, as an 
honour to the public, and a ſcourge to all the 
knaves and fools of his time, 

Three pamphlets, relating to Jreland, ſucceſ. 
ſwely follow the Direction to ſervants, - The firſt 
is entitled, Reaſons humbly offered to the Parliament 


of Ireland, for repealing the Sacramental Teſt, in fo- 


vour of the Catholics : The ſecond, Some Reaſons 
againſt the Bill far ſettling the Tythe of Hemp, Flax, 
c. by a Modus: The third, Some farther Reaſons 
againſt the Bill for ſettling the Tythe of Hemp, Flax, 
Sc. The ſubje& matter of theſe pamphlets may 
perhaps be little worth your conſideration, but 
their ſtyle will always command your attention. 
They are very much miſplaced, and, in any more 
methodical edition of the Dean's works, ought 
to appear with ſuch other pieces as have been 
com 
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compoſed by him againſt the diſſenters. The 
firſt tract is written under the aſſumed character 
of-a Roman catholic, by which means the au- 
thor attacks his adverſaries with a great advan- 
tage. He freely acknowledges the ſeveral atro- 
cious crimes of the papiſts, but at the ſame time 
palliates them ſo ſkilfully, that, from that very 
acknowledgment, he enables himſelf to aim the 
keavier blows at the preſbyterians. A paragraph 
extracted from the pamphlet will exemplify my 
meaning. We alluu, ſays he, the Car Holics 
"* to be BRET-HREN of the Diſſenters; ſome people, 
« indeed, ( tubich we cannot allew) would have them 
« to be our children, becauſe we bath diſſent from the 
e church eſtabliſhed, and both agree in aboliſhing this 
« perſecuting ſacramental teſt ; by which NEGATIVE 
© DISCOUR'KGEMENT We are both rendered inca- 
e pable of civil and military employments. However, 

6% we cannot but wonder at the bold familiarity of 
ce theſe ſchiſmatics, in calling the members of the na- 

c tional church their BRETHREN and FELLOW 
© PROTESTANTS. I ts true, that all theſe ſefts 
except the CATHOLICS) are BRETHREN #0 
& each other in faction, ignorance, iniquity, perverſe — 


© neſs, pride, and (if we except the CAE ERS) in 
te rebellion. But, how the churchmen can be fiyled 


ce their FELLOW PROTESTANTS, We cannot com- 
& prehend. Becauſe, when the whole BABEL of 
e ſectaries joined againſt the C hurch, the King, and 
*© the Nobility for twenty years, in a MATCH AT 
«© FOOT BALL; there the proverb expreſly tells us, 
a " mou ALL ARE FELLOWS while the three king- 
= doms 
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.** dams were taſſed to and fro, the churches and cities, 
** and royal palaces ſhattered to pieces by their 341 185 


© their BUFFETS, and their æickS ; the vide 


_ ** Would allow no more FELLOWS AT FOOT BALL: 
'* but murdered, ſequeſtered, plundered, deprived, 
** baniſhed to the plantations, or enſlaved all their 
© oppoſers who had Los THE Gang.” Tus 


greateſt art, and the keeneſt ſtrokes of irony diſ- 
play themſelves throughout the whole compoſi. 
tion : and the concluſion of it is drawn up with 


a mixture of ſerious and ironical arguments that 
ſeem to defy all kinds of refutation. 

THE two next pamphlets for ſettling the Tytht 
of Hemp, &c. by a Modus are entirely adapted to 
the clergy of Jreland, but I cannot avoid obſerv- 
ing in thoſe papers, a greater fund of calmneſs, 


not a leſs degree of ſpirit, than in many other of 


Sw1rT's political writings. 


* 


Tux remainder of this volume is like a garden 


over- run with docks and Thiſtles, among which 


ſome roſe- trees accidentally make their ap- 
pearance. The ſcythe of time, or the weed- 
ing knife of a judicious editor, will cut down 


the docks and thiſtles, but the beauty of the _ 
roſes will particularly appear in ſome ſermons 


that are curious; and curious for ſuch reaſons, as 
would make other works deſpicable. They were 


written in a careleſs hurrying manner, and were. 


the offspring of neceſſity, not of choice : fo 
that you will ſee the original force of his genius 
more in theſe compoſitions, that were the legi- 


timate ſons of duty, than in other pieces that. 
were 
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were the natural ſons of love, They were held 
in ſuch low eſteem in his own thoughts, that ſome 


years before he died, he gave away the whole 


collection to Dr. SnERIDAN, with the utmoſt 
indifference : ** Here, ſays he, are a bundle of my 
&« old ſermons; you may have them if you pleaſe - | 
& they may be of uſe to you, they have never been of 
« any to me.” The parcel given to Dr. SnERI- 
DAN conſiſted, as I have heard, of about five 
and thirty ſermons. Three or four only are 
publiſhed ; and thoſe I have read over with at- 
tention. The firſt is upon Mutual Subiection, 
and that duty which is owing from one man to 
another. A clearer ſtyle, or a diſcourſe more 
properly adapted to a public audience, can 


ſcarce be framed. Every paragraph is ſimple, 
nervous, and intelligible. The threads of each 


argument are cloſely connected, and logically 
purſued : but in places where the Dean has the 
leaſt opportunity to introduce political maxims, 


or to dart an arrow at the conduct of princes, he 
never fails to indulge himſelf in his uſual manner 


of thinking, as you will judge from the follow- 
ing quotations : ** A wiſe man, ſays Dr. Swier, 


« who doth not aſſiſt with his counſels ; a great man 
©« with bis proteftion a rich man with his bounty 


”" - charity ; and a poor man with his labour ; are 
ect nuſances in a commonwealth. Neither i is 


; © any conditian of life more honourable in the fight of 
% Gop than anather ; otherwije he would be d re- 
4 ſpecter of perſons, which he aſſureth us he is nat : 

For he hath propeſed the ſame ſalvation ta all men, 


. and 
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© and hath only placed them in different ways or fta. 
tions toworkit out. Princes are born with no more 
advantages of flrength or wiſdom than other men; 
% and, by an unhappy education, are uſually more 
6 defective in bath than thouſands of their ſubjects a. 
Again, in the ſame ſtrain, ©* The beft Prince i is, 
in the opinion of wiſe men, only the greateſt fer. 
* vant of the nation; not only a ſervant to the pub- 
« lic in general, but in ſome ſort to every man in 
it b.“ But the moſt extraordinary paſſage is a 
covert ſtroke at the higheſt order of his brethren 
the clergy. It runs thus, The miſeries of bfe 
« are not properly owing to the unequal diſtribution of 
« things , but Gov Almighty, the great King of hed- 
« den, is treated like the kings of the earth; who, 
* (although perhaps intending well themſelves) have 
*© often moft abominable miniflers and flewards, and 
© thoſe generally the wileff, to whom they entruſt the 
«© moſt talents.<? Dark as it is, this paragraph fe- 
quires no explanation. The author's natural 
turn of mind breaks forth upon all occaſions, and 
the politician frequently outweighs the divine. 
If the di ctates of ſuch a ſpirit were capable of 
foreing their way from the pulpit, what a glori- 
ous, what a conſiſtent figure, muſt SwIrr have 
made in the roſtrum at Rome, or in one of the 
porticos at Athens? 
Tux next moral eſſay, for I can ſcarce call it 
a ſermon, is upon the Teſtimony of Conſcience: 
in which the Author inſerts ſome very ſtriking 
obſervations upon ſuch falſe notions of honour as 
« Page 211, b Page 215. © Page 218, 
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are too prevalent in the world. I am fo far 


from thinking it a trouble, that I think it a plea. 


ſure to tranſcribe the particular paſſage : ** The 
1 5 "JF principle, which - ſome men ſet up in the 


© Place of conſcience to be their director in life, ts 
© what thoſe who pretend to it, call noxovn. This 
0 word is often made the fſan#tion of an oath ; it is 
<< reckoned a great condemnation to be a man of flri# 


„ honour ; and it is commonly underſtood, that a mn 


&« of honour can never be guilty of a baſe ain. 
« This is uſually the flyle of military men; of perſans 
« with titles; and of others who pretend to birth and 
% quality, It is true indeed, that in antient times it 


<< was univerſally underſlood, that honour was the 


, reward of virtue; but if fuch honour as is noiu- 

_ a-days going, will not permit a nan to do a baſe © 
6 aftion, it muſt be allowed, there are very few fuch 
things as baſe actions in nature. No man of bo- 
* our, as that word is uſually under/lood, did ever 
0 pretend, that his honour obliged him to be chaſte or 
«© temperate; to pay his creditors ; to be uſeful to his 


| & country; to de good to mankind; to endeavonr 10 
ze wiſe or learned ;' to regard bis word, bis pro- 
& miſe, or his cath; or if he hath any of theſe vir- 


«© tues, they were never learned in the catechiſm of 
ce un ; which contains but two precepts, the punc- 
6% tual payment of debts contratted at play, and the 
ce right underſtanding the ſeveral degrees of an af. 
6e front, in order to revenge it by the death 7 an ad- 


ce . | 
” Rm | Tur 8 
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Tux third diſcourſe upon The Trinity is indeed 
a ſermon, and one of the beſt in its kind. Dr. 
SwirT ſeems not to have made ſuch a plan his 
voluntary choice, nor to have built, ſus ex motu, 
upon ſuch a baſis a, but he has compleated the ſu- 
perſtructure in a moſt maſterly manner: the ma- 
terials anſwer the dignity of the edifice, and the 
artificer may aſſume great honour, upon the com- 
pletion of ſo noble, ſo ſimple, and fo uſeful a 
pile. The myſterious, parts of our Religion, are 
apt to have dreadful effects upon weak minds. 
The general comments upon the ſacred writings, 
and the ſeveral Sermons upon the moſt abſtruſe 
points of ſcripture are too often compoſed in the 
gloomy ſtyle. Damnation, eternal damnation, 
is placed with all its horror before our eyes; and 
ve are ſo terrified at the proſpect, that fear makes 
us imagine, we can comprehend myſteries, which, 
on this ſide of the grave, muſt be for ever deni- 
ed to our limited underſtandings. SwirT has 
taken the ſafeſt, and the propereſt method of ex- 
pounding theſe arcana. He adyances every poſui- 
on that can be eſtabliſhed upon ſo incomprehenſi 

ble a ſubject. He ſuſtains the belief, avows the 
dechine, and adapts the matter of faith as well 
. as poflible to the human capacity, His manner 
of reaſoning is maſterly, and his arguments are 
nervous, particularly where he ſays, t is highly 
44. peplblh; that if Gon Janld phaſe to-repant ants 
. 1 


a In the beginning of his ſermon, he lets us know, 


that he preached it on Trinity Sunday, a day on which 
all the clergy think themſelves confined to this theme. 
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&« us this great myſtery of the Trinity, or ſome ather 
% myſteries in our holy religion, we ſhould not be able 
c to underſtand them, unleſs he would at the ſame time 
"© think fit to beſtow on us ſome new powers or ſa- 
« culties of the mind, which we want at preſent, 
« and are reſerved till the day of refurreftion to life 
&« eternal *.” But, my Han, you muſt be weary 
of quotations, I will make no more : andin 
excuſe of thoſe already made, I can only offer, 
that in comments upon original authors, quotati- 
ons ore often the beſt, and perhaps the only ex- 
planations that can fully anſwer the end propoſed. 
I mean that the original ſpirit is ſo volatile, as 
not to admit of the leaſt transfuſion. In ordi- 
nary compoſitions, the eſſence may be extracted, 
and the ſubtileſt parts diſtilled : But, Swrrr's 
ſermons appeared a chymical prepMration of fo 
extraordinary, and penetrating a nature, that I 
vas reſolved to ſend you as much of the æthereal 
ſpirit, as might be ſafely conveyed by the poſt. 
' I $HALL take no notice of a fourth ſermon, 
as it it evidently not compoſed by the Dean : 
but I find, that I have omitted to mention two 
poems of great wit and humour. They are pre- 


| vious to the ſermons. The firſt e was artfully 


publiſhed by Dr. Swirr in a manner ſo different 
from thoſe rules of poetry to which he confined 
himſelf, that he hoped the public might miſtake 


it for a ſpurious, or en copy ſtolen by 
memory 


a Page 246, 
d pe faul of knowing 0 one's ſelf, p. 25 
© The Life and Genuine Character of F< 1 
Dr. Swirr. 
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memory from his original poem. He took great 
pleaſure in this ſuppoſition : and I believe it an- 
ſwered his expectation. One of his ſtricteſt 
rules in poetry was to avoid triplets. What 


can have given riſe to ſo nice a peculiarity i is 
difficult to determine. It might be owing only 
to a ſingular turn of thinking ; but the reaſon 
| Which he publicly aſſigned ſeemed not ſo much 
againſt the practice itſelf, as againſt the poets 

who indulged themſelves in that manner of 
writing. A cuſtom: (according to the Dean's 
opinion) © introduced by lazineſs, continued by 
ignorance, and eſtabliſhed by falſe taſte.” With 
deference to ſo great a critic, i is a euſtom, that 
has frequently been purſued with remarkable ſue- 

ceſs. Mr. DxyDen abounds in triplets ; and in 
ſome of his moſt elegant poems, the third con- 
_ cluding verſe forms the fineſt climax in the whole 
piece. Mr. WIIIEI, the father of all flow- 
ing poetry, has generally referved the niceſt 
point of wit to his triplicate line : and upon an 

impartial enquiry, it is almoſt to be queſtioned, 
whether in many inſtances, this deſpicable triplet 
may not add a greater beauty to a poetical com- 
poſition, than any other cireumſtance. To be 


confined, on any terms, by the links of rhyme, | 


is of great diſadvantage to our Englifh poetry. 
The fineſt poem that we can boaſt, and which 

ve equalize, and perhaps would willingly prefer 
to the Iliad, is void of thoſe fetters. But, when 
it is our deſtiny to wear chains, ſurely we * 


— 
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be allowed to make them as light, and eafy as 
we can... 

Tus ſecond poem * entitled, Verſes on the 
Death of Dr. Swirr, occcaſioned by reading a maxim 
in ROCHEFOUCAULT, is a moſt pointed piece 
of ſarcaſm. Not any of the Dean's poems have 
more wit; nor are any of them more ſevere, 
In it he has ſummoned together his whole pow- 
ers of ſatyr and poetry. It is a parting blow; 
the legacy of anger and diſappointment ; but as 
the two laſt lines b are grammatically incorrect, 
and as they were not inſerted in the firſt edi- 
tion publiſhed at Londan, I cannot tell how they 
have crept into a poem, that is otherwiſe as ex- 


ac tly poliſhed as = of Swirr's niceſt _— = 
A 


TE remaining pieces in this volume are nei- 
ther worthy of Swirr's pen, nor of your peru- | 
ſal. Many of them are ſpurious, and many more 
are trifling, and in every reſpect improper for the 
public view: ſo that what was once ludicrouſſy 
ſaid upon a different occaſion, may be applied 


| not only to the laſt volume, but indeed to ſome 


of the former, as they put us in mind of the 
„ famous machine in WiIxsTANLEY's: water 
© works, where, out of the ſame veſſel, the 
ſpectators were preſented with tea, coffee, 
chocolate, champaigne, and ſour ſmall beer. 5 
1am, my dear ſon, | 
Your trul affectionate Father, 
| OVRERY. 
2 Page 151. 


| That kingdom he hath lift his debtor, 
1 2 it ſoon may have a better. 
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LETTER XXIII. 


E have now gone through Fav LENER'S 
edition of Swirr's Works, but there 
are ſtill remaining three of his pieces, The Tale 
of .a Tub, The Battle of the Books in St. James's 
Library, and The Fragment, which although not 
abſolutely owned by the Dean, aut Eraſmi ſunt 
an Diaboli. | 

Tux firſt of theſe, The Tale of a Tub, has 
made much noiſe in the World. It was one of 
Swirr's earlieſt performances, and has never 
been excelled in wit and ſpirit by his own, or 


any other pen. The cenſures that have paſſed | 


upon it are various. The moſt material of 
Which were ſuch as reflected upon Dr. SwIirr, 
in the character of a clergyman, and a Chriſtian. 
It has been one of the misfortunes attending 
_ Chriſtianity, that many of her ſons, from a miſ- 
taken filial piety, have indulged themſelves in too 
reſtrained, and too melancholy a way of think- 
ing. Can we wonder then, if a book com- 
poſed with all the force of wit and humour, in 
deriſion of ſacerdotal tyranny, in ridicule of 
grave hypocriſy, and in contempt of flegmatic 
ſtiffneſs, ſhould be wilfully mi.conſtrued by ſome 
perſons, and ignorantly miſtaken by others, as a 
farcalm 
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farcaſm and reflexion upon the whole Chriſtian 
Church? Sw1rT's ungovernable ſpirit of irony, 
has ſometimes carried him into very unwarrant- 
able flights of wit. I have remarked ſuch paſ- 
ſages with a moſt unwilling eye. But, let my 
affections of friendſhip have been ever ſo great, 
my paternal affection is ſtill greater: and Iwill 
purſue candour, even with an aching heart, when 
the purſuit of it may tend to your advantage or 


inſtruction. In the ſtyle of truth therefore, I muſt 


ſtill look upon The Tale of a Tub, as no intended 
inſult againſt Chriſtianity, but as a ſatyr againſt 
the wild errors of the church of Rome, the ſlow 
and incompleat reformation of the Lutherans, 
and the abſurd, and affected zeal of the Preſby- 

terians. In the character of PETER, we ſee the 
pope, ſeated on his pontifical throne, and adorn- 

ed with his triple crown. In the picture of 
MARTIN, we view LUTHER and the firſt re- 
formers : and in the repreſentation of Jack, 
we behold Joun Carvin and his diſciples. 
The author's arrows are chiefly directed againſt 

PETER and Jack. To MaxTix, he ſhews all 
the indulgence that the laws of allegory will 


| permit. 
Tax actions of PETER are ahe actions of 1 Fl 


man intoxicated with pride, power, rage, ty- 
ranny, and ſelf conceit. Theſe paſſions are 
placed in the moſt ridiculous light: and the ef- 
| fefts of them produce to us the tenets and doe- 
{| trines of papal Rome, ſuch as purgatory, pen- 
ance, images, graces, auricular confeſſion, 
= tranſ- 
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tranſubſtantiation, and thoſe dreadful monſters, 
the pontifical bulls, which, according to this lu- 
dicrous author, derived their original from the 
famous bulls of Caoicos, deſcribed by Ovip. 
Terribiles vultus, prefixaque cornua ferro; 
Pulvereuingue folum pede pulſavere . 
Fumificiſque locum mugitibus implevere ?, 

Bur Lok p PETER's BuLLs, ſays The 
Tale of a Tub, *©* were extremely vitiated by time in 
& the metal of their feet, which from BRASS was 
© now degenerated into common LEAD, However 
«c the terrible roaring. peculiar to their lineage was pre. 
«& ſerved, as likewiſe that faculty of EATHIXG 
deut fire at their noftrils.” Theſe paſſages, and 
many others, no doubt, muſt be conſtrued as 
antichriſtian, by the church of Rome. When the 
chief miniſter and his minions are expoſed, the 
keener the ſatyr, the more liable is it to be inter- 
preted into high treaſon againſt the King. 
In the character of Jack a ſet of people were 
alarmed, who are eaſily offended, and who can 
ſcarce bear the chearfulneſs of a ſmile. In their 
dictionary, wit is only another name for wicked- 
neſs : and the purer, or more excellent the wit, 
the greater and more impious the abomination. 
Howeyer wide therefore the difference of 
PETER and Jack might have been in faſhioning 
their coats, the two brothers moſt ſincerely 
agreed in their hatred of an adverſary ſo powerful 
25 this anon; ; mous author. They ſpared no un- 
OY reſlexions upon his character. They 
„ recourſe to every kind of abuſe that could 


reach 
„Ouzo Met, Lib. vii, v. 112. 
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reach him. And ſometimes, it was the work 
of Swirr and his companions : ſometimes not 


_ a ſyllable of it was his work, it was the work of 


one of his uncle's ſons, a clergyman : and 
ſometimes it was the work of a perſon, who 
was to be nameleſs. Each of theſe malicious 
conjectures rcigned in its turn, and you will find, 
my HaM1LiTon, that bold aſſertions, however 
falſe, almoſt conſtantly meet with ſucceſs; a 
kind of triumph that would appear one of the 


ſevereſt inſtitutes of fate, if time, and truth, did 


not ſoon obliterate all marks of the victory. 
THE criticiſms of the Martiniſts (whom we 


may ſuppoſe the members of the church of Eng- 


land) were, it is to be hoped, more candid : for 


. MarTin, as I have juſt now hinted, is treated 


with a much leſs degree of ſarcaſm than the other 
two brothers. What relates to bim „ is ſo ſhort, 
that I will venture to tranſcribe it. They beth, 

[LuTaER and CaLviN] “ unanimouſly entered 
* upon this great work [THE REFORMATION] 
*& looking ſometimes on their coats, and ſometimes on 


„ the witt. MARTIN laid the firſt hand; at ore 
& twitch brought off a large handful of porxTs ; 
and with a ſecond pull, flript away ten dozen 

| & yards of FRINGE. Hut when he had gone thus 


far, he demurred a while: he knew very well, 


there yet remained a great deal more to be done : 


* however the firſt heat being over, his violence be- 


„ gan to cool, and he 7105 ved to proceed more made- 
rate in the reſt of the work ; having already very 


6 * narrowly ſeaped a ſwinging rent in pulling off the 


EE POINTS 
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„% POINTS, which being TAGGED wITH SILVER 
4 ( as Wwe have obſerved before ) the judicious wor t man | 


e had, with much ſagacity, duble ſown to preſerve © 


© them from FALLING. Reſolving therefore to rid 
« his coat of a huge quantity of GOLD Lace, hy 
EE. picked up the ſtitches with much caution, and dili- 
7 gently gleaned out all the looſe threads as he went, 
e which proved to be a work of time. Then he fell 
about the embroidered INDIAN figures of men, 
«© women and children; againſt which, as you have 
& heard in its due place, their father's teſlament was 
extremely exact and ſevere, Theſe, with much der- 
„ terity and application, were, after a while, quite 
« eradicated, or utterly defaced. For the reſt, 
e where he obſerved the embroidery to be worked ſo 
% cliſe, as not to be got away, without damaging the 
& cloth, or where it ſerved to hide or flrengthen am 
& flaw in the bedy of the coat, contracted by the per- 
«© petual tampering of workmen upon it; he conclu- 
& ded, the wiſe/t courſe was to let it remain, reſolving 
“in no caſe whatſoever „ that the ſubfance of th 
* fluff ſhould ſuffer injury, which he thought the beft = 
„ method for ſerving the true intent and meaning of 
« his father's wilt. And this is the neareſt ac- 
c count I have been able to collect of Man TIN s pro- 
& cecdings upon this great revolution. 
Tux church of England can ſcarce be angry 
at ſuch a favourable account of Lur AER: eſpe- 
cially as we have ſince reformed from Lr REI 
himſelf, and ſo far, as our judgements can teach 
us, have reſtored our Habits ſtill nearer to the ori- 


ginal faſhion, which * bore at che . 
0 
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of the Te/tament. The beſt, and what is more 
extraordinary, the moſt ſerious apology, that can 
| | be made for the author was written by himſelf, 
3 and is dated June 3, 1709, from which time, it 
has been conſtantly printed in a prefatory man- 
ner to the work itſelf. In this apology, Dr. 
Swirr candidly acknowledges, that © That there 
© are ſeveral youthful ſallies, which, from the grave 
ce and the wiſe, may deſerve a.rebuke.'! And far- 
ther adds, that He will forfeit his life, if any one 
| *©. openion can fairly be deduced Joon the book, which is 
„ contrary to religion or morality.” 

Tus dedication to Prince Poſterity will pleaſe 
you: nor will you be leſs entertained by the ſe- 
| veral digreſſions which are written in ridicule of 
| bad critics, dull commentators, and the whole 
fraternity of Grubſtreet philoſophers. The Intre- 
duction abounds with wit, and humour: but the 
| author never loſes the leaſt opportunity of venting 
| his keeneſt ſatyr againſt Mr. DayveNn, and con- 
ſequently loads with inſults the greateſt, although 

the leaſt proſperous of our Engliſh poets. Yet 
who can avoid ſmiling, when he finds the Hind 
and Panther mentioned as a compleat abſtract of 
fixteen thouſand ſchoolmen, and when Tou v 
Pors is ſuppoſed written by the ſame hand, as a 
ſupple ment to the former work ? J am willingto ima- 
gine, that DRV DEX, in ſome manner or other, 
had offended my friend Dr. SwIirr, who, other- 
wife, I hope, would have been more indulgent 
to the errors of a man, oppreſſed by poverty, 
driven on by party, and bewildered by religion. 
Sz 3 
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Bor although our ſatirical author, now and 
then, may have indulged himſelf in ſome perſo- 


nal animoſities, or may have taken freedoms not 


ſo perfectly conſiſtent with that ſolemn decency, 
which is required from a clergyman, yet through- 
out the whole piece, there is a vein of ridicule 
and good humour, that laughs pedantry and af- 
fectation into the loweſt degree of contempt, and 
_ expoſes the character of PETER and Jack in 
ſuch a manner, as never will be forgiven, and 
never can be anſwered. 

THe Battle of the Books took its riſe from the 
controverſy between Sir WII LIAM TEmeie 
and Mr. WoTTon : a controverſy which made 
much noiſe, and employed many pens towards 
the latter end of the laſt century, This humo- 
rous treatiſe is drawn up in an heroic comic ſtyle, 


in which Swirr, with great wit and ſpirit, gives 
the een the former. The general plan is 
excellent, but particular parts are defective. The 


frequent chaſms puzzle and interrupt the narra- 
tive: they neither convey any latent ideas, nor 


point out any diſtant or occult ſarcaſms. Some 
characters are barely touched upon, which might 


have been extended, others are enlarged, which 
might have been contraſted. The name of Ho- 
RACE is ſcarcc inſerted, and VIRGIL is introdu- 
ced only for an opportunity of comparing his 


tranſlator DRY DEN, to the Lady in a Libſler: to a 


Mouſe under a Canopy of State: and to a fprivelled 

beau within the Pent-houſe of a full bottomed Perri- 

2. Z. "Theſe lmilics carry the true ſtamp of ri- 
dlcule: 


8 


} 
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dicule: but, rancour muſt be very prevalent in 


the heart of an author, who could overlook the 


= - 


NN, 


merits of Day DEN ; many of whoſe dedications 
and prefaces are as fine compoſitions, and as juſt 
pieces of criticiſm as any in our language. The 


tranſlation of VII GIL was a work of haſte and 


indigence : DRYDEN was equal to the under- 
taking, but unfortunate during the conduct of 


Ax p now as I have mentioned Vizcirt, and 


as I indulge myſelf in an unlimited manner of 


expreſſing to you my thoughts, let me purſue that 


kind of freedom by inſerting a conjecture, which, 


perhaps, is purely chimerical, but which, in the 
purſuit of it, has given me no ſmall degree 
of pleaſure, as the motive tends to vindicate 


one of your favourite Poets from the cenſure of 
in gratitude. 


The critics have been juſtly ſurprized, that 
VizciL ſeems entirely to have neglected Ho- 
RACE, when it is evident, that Hoxace takes 
frequent occaſions of expreſling the greateſt ten- 
derneſs, eſteem, and gratitude for Vize1r. 
They have endeavoured to account for this ne- 
gle&, by ſuppoſing that ſome of Virerr s poems 


have been loſt; otherwiſe, who could imagine, 


that the 0 of the ZXneid ſhould have paſſed 
over in ſilence the name of ſo excellent, and ſo 
eſtimable a friend? In the Greek and Roman 
writers it is not to be doubted, that there are 
many expreſſions, which at the time when writ- 


ten, were evident marks to diſtinguiſh particular 


Characters. 
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characters. Theſe, by the courſe of years, are 
now rendered doubtful and obſcure. Hoxace's 
Ghcon was always taken for a gladiator, till at 
the bottom of the ſtatue of the Herxcures Fag. 
NESE an old inſcription was diſcovered, that 
ſhews it was ſo called from the name of the fa- 
mous ſculptor who made it. Many paſſages in 
Mr. Poretz's poems, which are now eaſily ex- 
plained, may, in a few centuries, become en- 
tirely unintelligible, and (excuſe the improbabi- 
lity of the circumſtance) when it is no longer 
remembered that he lived at Twitnam, he will 
no longer be known for the Swan of Thames. 
VIRGIL, in his Eclogues, celebrates Por- 
Lio, Varo and GaLLvus, and he dedicates his 
Georgics to MEcxNas : but in the Zneid, he 
could not introduce any of his cotemporaries, 
except by feigned names: and even then, the 
connection of the fable muſt be preſerved 
and ſome poetical differences muſt be allowed. 
Such a conduct has induced ſome of the com- 
mentators' to affix various names to particular 
characters in the Eneid. They have menti- 
oned Martvs, Pour Ev, Cur10, and others 
but their hints, and ſketches have been imper- 
fect, and written at random. 
BisnoP ATTERBURY is more explicie. That 
learned prelate, in all the elegance, and deli- 
cacy of criticiſm, iliuſtrates the paſſage re- 
lating to Iae1s, and fixes to it, the name and 
character of AxToxivs Mosa, an eminent 
| phyſician, 


* 
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phyſician, and polite ſcholar at Rome. The 
BARRK Ya of his day. 

From theſe attempts, I have been encouraged 
to ſearch for the character of Horace, and in- 
ſtead of an imperfect picture, I hope, I ſhall be 
able to point out a very remarkable likeneſs in 
the following lines, 
Et amicum Cretea muſis 

Cretea muſarum comitem, cui carmina ſemper 
Et cithare cordi, numeroſque intendere nervis 
Semper equos atque arma virtim, pugnaſque canebat. 
Ax ode in HoRAcE, which appears, by the 
mention of T1z1DaTEs, to have been written at 
the ſame time with the ſeventh book of Viseir, 
bears a very ſtriking reſemblance to ſome part of 
this quotation. You remember 
Mis amicus triſtitiam et netuß 
Tradam protervis in mare Creticum 
Portare ventis. 

Taz Muſis amicus was, in all probability, a 
ſynonymous name of Ho RACE, by which he was 
then diſtinguiſhed and perfectly well known at 
Rome. Such an appellation might be given to 
him from this gay and ſpirited ode. He begins 
it, by delivering at once all his cares and fears 
to be buried in the Cretan ſea. T18VLLus and 


ANACREON have the ſame general ſentiment; 


but Ho RACE chuſes this particular part of the 
ocean for the eternal grave of all his cares. A 
circumſtance which might occaſion Virc1L to 
e bin the name of CRETEAS: and I dare ſay, 
Han, 

Dr. 3 BaRRY of Dublin. 


190 REMARKSON THE LIFE 

Hau, you will agree with me in obſerving, that 

VIICI I repeats that name with a certain tender- 

_ neſs and eſteem, as if he was unwilling to quit 

the ſubje&, and as if he could wiſh to dwell long- 

er in the deſcription of ſo excellent a genius, and 
ſo remarkable a poet. 

Bor the line, 

Et citharæ cordi mumersſque intendere nervis, 
ſeems directly to point out Horace, and to ce- 
lebrate him for his lyric performances. Mox- 
SIEUR DACIER, in the preface to his Horace, 
gives an hiſtory of the progreſs and decay of lyric 

poetry. He obſerves, that from the foundation 


of Rome to the reign of Aucusrtus CESAAA (a ; 


ſpace of above ſeven hundred years) not one 
lyric poet had appeared. Horace was the firſt 
Roman, who with a ſurpriſing natural genius, 
having ſtudied and acquired the beauty and 
ſtrength of numbers, formed himſelf upon the 
Grecian plan, and became the beſt Latin lyric 
poet of the Auguſtan age. From whence, it al- 
moſt evidently appears, that this paſſage can only : 
de adapted to him. | 


TPuvs far, without raining the explanation 


of theſe lines, 1 would willingly hope, that the 
features of Horace are diſcernible. The laſt 
verſe indeed does not ſeem to anſwer ſo exactly 
his poetical character, 
Semper equos atque arma virum pugnaſque canebat. 
Let us try, if we cannot baniſh the objection, 
and eſtabliſh a perfect confirmation of che reſem- 
blance. 
SEVERAL 
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SEVERAL of the odes of Hoxact are re- 
markably fine in the warlike ſtrain, particularly 
the ode to Au usr us after the battle of Actium, 
when the ſenate had agreed to addreſs ſolemn 
hymns to the Emperor in the ſame manner as to 
the celeſtial deities, The ode beginning Cæli 
tonantem, and occaſioned by the conqueſt over 
the Britons and Perſians, is full of fire. But the 
addreſs to Asinivs PoLLt1o breaths war and 
laughter ſtill in a more exalted ſtrain. 

Jam nunc minaci murmure cornuum 
Perſtringis aures jam litui ſirepunt, 
Jam fulgor armorum fugaces 

Terret equos, eguitumque vultus. 

MoNs1iEUuR Sax Abo obſerves, that this 
ſtanza, and the four which follow it, are written 
With the greateſt ſpirit of lyric poetry. His ex- 

preſſion is La force de Poeſie hrigue ne va point au 
de la. 

Ir is very certain, that Horace was a perfect 
maſter of the poetical array of battle, the din o 
war, and the ſound of clarions: or in the words 
of VIRGIL, equos atque arma vi rum pug naſque ca- 
nebat. But, notwithſtanding his powers in that 
ſtyle, he ſeems conſtantly deſirous of declining 
an / long poem, or laboured performance upon 
thoſe ſubjects. In his ode beginning Motum ex 
Metello, he adviſes AsIx Ius PoLL1o to lay 
aſide his tragic muſe, in which he had ſo emi- 
nently excelled, till he had executed his great 
deſign in deſeribing the civil wars between An- 
Tory, and OcTavivs : and yet he ſeems to 
ceter 
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deter him from the undertaking, by pointing out 
the difficulties which muſt attend it. 

Periculoſe plenum opus ales 
Tractas: et incedis per ignes 
$ uppoſites cineri doloſo. 

Bor , while he expatiates upon the difficulty 
of the untertaking, he ſhews himſelf ſuperior to 
the labours that deter him, As a poet, we may 
be aſſured he was equal to the taſk : as a politi- 
cian, we may preſume he avoided it. He was 

unwilling to remind his imperial maſter of a war, 

in which he had appeared in arms againſt his 

prince: and in which the character of Av 6usTvs 
had not been diſtinguiſhed with the moſt perfect 

degree of luſtre. Yet, that ſuch a kind of wor 
was expected from him, may undoubtedly be de- 
| duced from what he ſays in one of his odes to 
MECENas. 

Fe d eftibus 

Dices hiſlorus prælia Cœſaris, 
Mecanas, MEL Ius. 


Hex you ſee, Horace aſſigns to his patron 
Meczxas all the laurels that might accrue from 


0 compleat poem upon the wars of AucusTus: 
and in another place the poet, with more mo- 
deſty than panes. ſays, 
C upidum » pater eptime, vires 
Deficiunt neque enim quiuis hirrentia pilis 
Agmina, Nec fracta pereuntes cuſpide Gallts 
Aut labertis equo deſcribat vulnera Parthir, 
'TresE lines are in ſuch a ſtrain, as to de- 
monſtrate the powers of the Muſe, much leſs 
de ficient 
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deficient than the will. It is very probable there- 
fore, that, during the time, while the. publick ex- 

| pectations were raiſedin hopes of feeingHox ac 
' undertake ſome poem entirely formed upon the 
| military plan, VI xi might have compoſed that 
part of the Æneid from whence I have drawn my 
quotation, and might very juſtly have given 

_ Hoxace the character of CRET EAS, not only 

in conſequence of the odes already written, but 
under a kind of certainty, of ſeeing future and 

f more perfect poems in the ſame ftrain. 
I $UBMIT to your judgement, whether theſe 
ſurmiſes are juſt. I really think they bear a great 
reſemblance to truth. Poſitive aſſertions on ſuch 
doubtful points, 1 leave to more eſtabliſhed cri- 
ties: and return from the civil wars in ah, to 
the civil wars in St. JIauEs's library. | 
Tur two chief heroes among the modern ge- 
nerals, are WoTToNn and BENTLEY. Their 
figures are diſplayed in the moſt diſadvantageous 
attitudes. The former is deſcribed, ** full of 
| © ſpleen, dulneſs, and ill manners.” The latter 
is repreſented, © tall, without ſhape or comeli- 

6e neſs: large, without ſtrength or proportion.” - 
But, I will not anticipate your future pleaſure in 
reading a performance that you will probably 

| with longer, and more compleat. 

T nx Battle, which is maintained by the anti- 
ents with great ſuperiority of ſtrength, though 
f not of numbers, ends with the demolition of 
BESXTLEY and his friend Wor rox by the lance 
L. _ 
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of your grandfather a, And here, my ſon, it is not 
poſlible for me to avoid taking notice of one par- 
ticular paſſage relating to my father. BoyLe» 
ſays the author, © clad in a ſuit of armour, waicu 
£ HAD BEEN GIVEN HIM BY ALL THE GODS, 
advanced towards the trembling foe, who nn fled 
« before him.” I ſhall not diſpute about the gift 
of the armour : but thus far I will venture to ob- 
ſerve, that the gods never beſtowed celeſtial ar- 
mour, except upon heroes, whoſe courage and 
ſcperior ſtrength diſtinguiſhed them from the reſt 
of mankind ; whoſe merits, and abilities were al- 
ready conſpicuous ; and who could wield, though 
young, the ſword of MARS, and adorn it with all 
the virtues of MIX ERVYA: and let me aſſure you, 

my deareſt HAuMITT Ox, that your grandfather 
ſuſtained the character, which he had ſo early 
acquired, to the laſt moment of his life, and, on 
many occaſions, exerted his abilities in ſuch a 
manner, as evidently ſhewed, that he wanted nei- 
ther armour, nor extraordinary aſſiſtance, to add 
to his firſt victory ſuch ſuperior ornaments, as will 

| : for 


« CnarLes BoyLE, youngeſt ſon of Roces the ſe- 
cond Earl of Orrery. By the death of his elder bro- 
tier, he became Earl of Orrery and Baron Hrogbill in 
| freland; and was aſterwards created by Que.n Axy, 
Paron EoYLE of Marſton in Somerſecſbire. He was ap- 

pointed by that Queen Envoy Extraordinary to the 
States of Flanders ard B.abunt. He received the Or- 
der of the Thiſtie for his gallaut- behaviour as an offi- 
cer. He was a fellow of the royal ſcciety, and inv ent- 
ed the aft: cnomical ma-hine, call:d, The ORRERY. 
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for ever be repoſited among the brighteſt trophies, 
in the temple of faine. 
Bur before I quit this ſubje&, give me leave 
to own how ſenſibly I felt the fotee of an arrow 
directed from his hand. The wound, I believe 
Was not deſigned to be laſting. It was given in 
a paſſion, and vpon an extraordinary occaſion : 
but afterwards he was ſo deſirous to heal it, by a 
return of the greateſt degree of friendſhip and af- 
fection, that he had directed the remainir g ſcar 
to be entirely eraſed, when his unexpected and 
too ſudden death, prevented the completion of 
his kind intentions, and the perfection of my 
cure. With difficulty I ſurvived the ſhock. As 
it was not in my power to avoid the ſevere de- 
cree, I obeyed: and, by my obedience, have 
flattered myſelf that I ſubmitted to the will of 
heaven. However, I have ſince thought, that 1 
could not offer a more grateful ſacrifice to his 
manes, than by exerting thoſe faculties, which 
he had, at firſt, cultivated with ſo much care; 
and had depreſſed, at laſt, perhaps only to raiſe 
them higher. Oh my ſon! how often have 1 
reſlected upon the happineſs of Æx EAS, in hear- 
ing the ghoſt of Ancnises ſay, 
Sic equidem ducebam anime rebarque futu rum, 
Tempora dinumerans : nec me mea cura fefellit. 
Tn name of my honoured father has inſenſi- 
bly drawn me into this digreſſion, which, to 
ſpeak the truth, I look upon as due to his me- 
mory, to my own ſentiments, and to your filial 
tenderneſs. 


1 2 The 


;, 
7 
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The Fragment, or a Diſcourſe concerning the me- 


chanical operation of the Spirit, is a fatyr againſt en- 
thuſiaſm, and thoſe affected inſpirations, which 


conſtantly. begin in folly, and very often end in 


vice. In this treatiſe, the author has revelled 
in too licentious a vein of ſarcaſm : many of his 
ideas are nauſeous, ſome are indecent, and others 
have an irreligious tendency : nor is the piece it- 


ſelf equal in wit and humour either to The Tale of 


à Tub, or The Battle of the Books. I ſhould con- 
Lantly chuſe rather to praiſe, than to arraign any 
part of my friend Sw1eT's writings : but in thoſe 
tracks, where he tries to make us uneaſy with 
ourſelves, and unhappy in our preſent exiſtence, 
there, 1 muſt yield him up entirely to cenſure. 

Jam, dear HamiiToR, 


Your * affeftionate Father, 
ORRE R T. 


ATA 


LETTER XXIV. 


R. Swi rr left behind him few manuſcripts. 


Not one of any conſequence, except an 
account of the peace of Utrecht, which he called 


an Hiflory of the four laſt years of Queen Ax x. 


The title of an hiſtory is too pompous for ſuch 2 
performance. In the hiſtorieal ſtyle, it wants 
dignity, and candour : but as a pamphlet, it will 


appear | 
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appear the beſt defence of Lord Oxrox »'s ad- 
miniſtration, and the cleareſt account of the 


treaty of Utrecht, th has hitherto been written. 


In ſome of his leiſure hours, he had begun 
an hiſtory of England, and had purſued it through 
two or three reigns, from WI LII u the con- 


queror. The contempt he conceived of our an- 
cient monarchs, made him ſoon lay the deſign 


aſide. His averſion to kings was invincible. You 
will ſay perhaps, this averſion was rooted in pride : 
poſſibly it might: but, in your courſe of read- 
ing, you will find ſo very few princes whoſe-me- 
rits and abilities entit them even to a crown cf 
ruſhes, that you will probably think no ſmall de- 
gree of prudence neceſſary to reconcile us to a 
monarchical ſtate. What has not this nation 
ſuffered from our former princes ? Even from the 
beſt of them? If we' ſpeak candidly of our 
boaſted Queen ELIZ ABET A, ſhe was, in many 
inſtances a tyrant: but ſhe was a tyrant with 


_ fenſe and dignity. She knew the true intereſt of 


the nation, and ſhe purſued it; but ſhe purſued it 


in an arbitrary manner. She was fortunate in the 


time of reigning : for her character has been ex- 
alted by the want of merit in her ſucceſſor, from 
whoſe miſconduct guthed forth that torreat of 
mifery, which not only bore down his ſon, bat 
overwhelmed the three kingdoms. If you ak 

what were the precious fruits of the reſtoration ? 
The anſwer will be, an exchange only from one 


confuſion to another: from jealouſies between 


general Mo xx and LaMsErT, to jealouſies be- 
L 3 tween 
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tween the dukes of York and Monmouth : a perpe- 
tual rotation of falſe politics : a King with the 
beſt natured diſpoſition imaginable, ſuffering in- 
nocent blood to be ſhed without remorſe. Or, 
if you enquire, what was the effect of a lawful 
ſovereign? A ſhameful ſubmiſſion to a neighbour- 
ing kingdom, which, not long before, had 


trembled at the frowns of an uſurper. Such was 


the fate of poor England! To theſe wretched 
times, ſucceeded the religious fooleries, and the 
weak attempts of Jamts the ſecond. Then 


followed the revolution. But, I muſt deſcend 
no lower. Let us therefore turn our eyes from 
home, and take a momentary view of other na- 


tions. If we look towards antient Rome, and 
conſider her firſt ſeven monarchs, how wicked, 
or how inſignificant were their characters? And, 


when the name of Monarch was changed into 
that of Emperor, what a tyrannical pack of 
Cæsaxs paſs before our eyes? Many of them, 


the greateſt monſters that human nature ever pro- 


duced: yet theſe were lords, emperors, and 


kings of the world. If you read the O Tel- 
rament, and conſult the Chronicles of the Kings 
of Judah, you will find them a ſet of the proud- 
eſt, and the moſt obſtinate princes upon eurth. 


Tell me then, my HAMILTON, is not ſuch a 
 retroſpe&t enough to Ciſguſt us againſt kings? 
Bad as it is, it muſt not diſguſt an Enghſhman. 

We oughtever to regard honcur, and preſerve our 


original conſtitution, which of all regal ſtates is 


the beſt framed in the univerſe, The ballance ; 


of 


4 
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of our government is hung indeed in the niceſt 
manner imaginable : a ſingle hair will turn it 
but when it is held exactly even, there cannot 
be a finer ſyſtem under heaven: and I muſt free- 
ly own to you? that I think our kings have been 
often leſs blameable than their people, You re- 
member the exclamation of the Scotchman, up- 
on ſeeing the flatteries paid to JanEs the firſt at 


bis acceſſion, By my faul, mon, yon feuliſh 


„ folk will ſpoil a geud king.” The Scotchman | 
was in the right : but we continued in our fool. 
iſh ways to JIAuEs and his ſucceſſors. Our 
courtly adulations are always outragious, we 
know no bounds, The perſon flattered, muſt 
be more than human, not to be ſometimes blind- 
cd by ſuch perpetual incenſe. Perhaps we bor- 
row this kind of ſervility from the French, who, 
in the laſt century, beſtowed the title of just 
upon LE Is the thirteenth, during whoſe reign, 
ſuch repeated acts of cruelty, oppreſſion, and 
injuſtice, were perpetrated, as . any other 
annals can produce. 

Ax additional excuſe, that may © made for 
the errors of our Engl;# kings, is the different 
treatment which they find at the beginning, from 
vat they receive af the latter end of their reigns, 
At the beginning, all is ſmoothneſs, all is joy 
and felicity : but the ſun-ſhine is ſeldom of a very 
long duration. Clouds of jealoufy ariſe, and 
the whole atmoſphere is ſoon filled with noxious 

vapours; ſo that the remaining chaſm is filled up 
with heart-burnings, animoſities, and perſonal 
8 altercations 
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altercations between miniſters : and they often 


ariſe to ſuch a height, as even to moleſt the King 
in his chair of ſtate, Delirant Achivi, plectuntur 


ger. Theſe are the unhappy effects that ariſe, 
as I have before obſerved, from the very nobleſt 
cauſe, the thirſt of liberty. A free People are + 
conſtantly jealous of their rights. A wiſe King 
will preſerve to them thoſe rights, and by ſuch a 


maxim will eſtabliſh his own, But, the great 
mis fortune of our former Eng/;þ princes has been 
their indolent ſubmiſſion to the name, without 
the leaſt attempt of diſcharging the duties of a 
ſovereign. The life of ſuch a Prince muſt have 
proved inglorious to his people, and unhappy to 


- himſelf. He muſt have found himſelf only the 


fecond perſon in his kingdom, nay perhaps the 
third or fourth: the leviathans of power, being 
ſeldom, if ever, without their coadjutors : and 


in that caſe, it is a point of condeſcenſion, to 


permit their royal maſter to be one of the groupe. 


Our Englih commentaries, which are in truth a 
very melancholy, and a very reproachful hiſtory, 


give us many mortifying inſtances of, this kind. 
I live ſo detached from the great world; and I 
keep myſelf at fuch a diſtance from the high 
commerce of politics, that I know little or no- 


thing of the preſent times, and therefore can 


only inſtruct you from my reading, and not from 
my experience. Tour fate perhaps may lead you 
to have admittance to the ſacred cloſet, or to ap- 
proach the exalted ſteps of the throne. If that 


bonour is in 1 reterve for you, uſe it in ſuch a 


manner, 


| 


8 * — — 


| 
| 
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manner, as ſhall ſhew, that you think yourſelf 
accountable to Gov, and your country, for 
every action of your life. Begin by conquering 
your own prejudices, and then endeavour to con- 
quer thoſe of your maſter. Make him in love 
with parliaments, but let thoſe parliaments be 


free. Bring him thoroughly acquainted, even 


with the minuteſt branch of the conftitution. 


Study his honour, Prevent his paſſions, Cor- 
rect his errors. Keep England ever uppermoſt 


in your thoughts: and conſider the king of 


England as only born for the good of his people. 


Shield him, if poſlible, from flattery: it is 2 
rock more fatal to princes, than Charydais ever 
was to mariners. Guide his leifure to manly 


_ employments, ſuch as may preſerve him from 


the enervating delicacies of a court. In your | 
publick capacity forget your relations, and your 


Private friends. Know none but the friends of 


your country. Deſpiſe all dignities that you 
have not more than thoroughly deſerved. Fear 
nothing but your own conſcience, Aim at no- 
thing = the proſperity of the ſtate. Remember 
that Great Britain is an iſland, and that nature, 
by detatching it from the continent, has rendered 
our ſituation particularly fortunate: and has 


pointed out to us, in what element our chief 


ſtrength is appointed. Cheriſh upon all occaſions 
our naval armament: and fail not to oppoſe 
your voice, againſt any greater number of land 
forces than are abſolutely neceſſary : I |had al- 
moſt faid, neceſſary for reviews in Hyde Park. 
A kings 
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A king, who enjoys the true affection of his 
people, will neverſtand in _ of ſoldiers to de- 
fend him. He will dread no competitor : he will 
apprehend no domeſtic danger, He will diſtin- 
guiſh which of the powers abroad are his natural 
and political enemies, and which are fo ſituated, 
as to require his friendſhip and alliance. He will 
attend to the improvement of the colonies in the 
Mi Indies, and to the different branches of trade 
that may ſafely and wiſely be encouraged in the 
three different kindoms, _ 3 
You find, my HamiLTon, that I ſuppoſe 
your imaginary ſovereign capable of receiv- 
ing inſtruction, and you of giving it. But far 
be it from me to with you his only counſellor, 
or (to expreſs myſelf more properly) his ſole 


Miniſter : one, who draws every thing within 


the vortex of his own power : who is at once 
admiral, general, treaſurer, archbihop, judge, 
and perpetual legiſlator. Such a kind of ma- 
giſtrate is odious to the Exgliꝶ conſtitution. 

Ir from the two kovufes of parliament you ſe- 
parate, or withdraw the King, the government 
Vill remaĩa in the form of a republic, where every 
man has his part allotted to him, and is to co- 
operate with the reſt, for the benefit of the col- 
leftive body of the people. What then is the 
King? Only the firſt and chief magiſtrate, who 
acts in a ſuperior degree to the reſt. All digni- 
ties, all honours flow from the crown. Such a 
power alone, excluſive of every other, will give 
2 prince ſufficient authority throughout all his 

dominions: 


— * · ; 


tatives of God. Would to God they thought them- 


deed, generouſly looks upon the King as incapable 


man between the King and the people? How 


proſperity of the ſtate? His ſituation will neceſ- 


he is undone, unleſs he has artfully brought his 
himſelf, and, in that caſe.— But I muſt re- 


conſider that, having already finiſhed my moſt 
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dominions : but he has many more prerogatives, 


He has the glorious privilege of pardoning offen- 
ces, and rewarding great actions: while the odious, 


or at leaſt the reluctant parts of juriſdiction, ſuch 
as puniſhment and condemnation, are allotted to 
his officers : to himſelf alone, is left the godlike 
power of mercy and forgiveneſs. From hence 
perhaps, kings have thought themſelves repreſen- 


ſelves repreſentatives of the people. The law in- 


of doing wrong. Of what pernicious conſequence 
therefore muſt be the interpoſition of a ſingle 


much muſt he eclipſe his maſter's glory, and the 


farily make him act in an arbitrary manner. He 
is anſwerable to the laws; and, if his orders are 
diſputed, he is unhinged; if they are diſobeyed, 


adverſaries to a greater degree of corruption than 


member the boundaries of a letter, and muſt 


material obſervations upon the life and writings 

of the Dean of St. Patrick's, it is time to 

draw towards an end. I originally choſe the 

topick, my deareſt HALT oN, becauſe few 

characters could have afforded ſo great a variety 

of faults. and beauties. Few men have been 

more known and admired, or more envied and 
- cenſured, than Dr. SwIirr. From the gifts of 
nature, he had great powers, and from the im. 
| 8 perfection 
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perfection of humanity, be had many failings, 
I always conſidered him as an Ahſtract and brief 
chronicle of the times : no man being better ac- 
quainted with human nature, both in the higheſt, 


and in the loweſt ſcenes of life. His friends, 


and correſpondents, were the greateſt and moſt 
eminent men of the age. The ſages of anti- 


quity were often the companions of 4 = : 


and although he induſtriouſly avoided 
tion of learning, and generally choſeſſto draw 
his materials from his own ſtore, yet lis know- 


ledge in the antient authors evidently appears 


from the ſtrength of his ſcntiments, and the 
claſſic correctneſs of his ſtyle. 35 
Jov muſt have obſerved, my dear ſon, that I 
could not ſubmit to be confined within, the nar- 


row limits of biographical memoirs. I have gone 
into a more extenſive field, and, in my progreſs, 
1 wiſh I may have thrown out ſuch hints as ſhah 


tend to form your mind to virtue and learning : 

the ultimate end of all my wiſhes, and all my 
cares. Heaven grant, my HAMILTON, that I 
may deſerve from you, the honour which Ho RACE 


ays to his father, (Inſuevit pater hoc me, ut fu- 


gerem exemplis vitiorum, &c. ) when you drop a 
flial tear over the grave of 


Your moſt aſfectionate Father, 
your ſincereſt Friend, and 
your happy Companion, 


+ QKRERT: 


— L-icefler Fields, Gy: 
Aug 23, 1751. 3 


Tn: END. 
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Chamber's Dictionary, 2 Vols. Folio. 4 110 
Clariſſa 7 Vols. 0 18 11 
Voltaire's Letters concerning the Engl 

Nation, Twelves. :4Y 3 
Thoughts on Religion, and other 8 

Subjects, by M. Paſcal, Octavo. 0 4 
The Pantheon. 0 2 
The Winter-Evening Tales, containing 

Seventeen delightful Novels. 0. 
Meſſieurs Port-Royals Greek Grammar, 

— by all the Univerſities in 4 
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Rudieents of antient Hiſtory. „„ 


CATALOGUE. 

The Compleat Family Piece, with Direc- 

» « tions for Hunting, Hawking, Fiſhing, 

Fowling, Conſerves, ConfeRtionary, 
_ Cookery, Phyſick and Surgery. 0 
Diſſertation on Parties ee 
Political Tracts 0 
Oldcaſtle's Remarks on the Hiſtory of 

England 
Letters on the Spirit of Patriotiſm 
N. B. The four Books abovemention- 
8 are written by the Lord Vilcount Bol- 
roke 

The French King's Bona Fide 0 1 
The Pleaſures o e o 1 1 

Modern Huſbandman, 3 Vols. Octavo o 16 
Directions for Drawing, adorned with 13 | 
curious Copper-Plates 
Cuſtoms and Manners of the Romans. o 
The Hiſtory of Lewis XI. * France, 
2 Vols. Twelves 8 

Heads of Self- Examination for a King : 
An Eſſay on the Cauſe and Deeline of - 
Foreign Trade. By Sir Matthew 
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Pharſamond; or the New Knight Errant, 
Ke. 2 Vols. Twelves, by Mr. 0 

Marivaux 8 


The PRECEPTOR. Containing a 
general Courſe of Education, wherein 
the firſt Principles of polite Learning 
are laid down, in a Way moſt ſuĩtable, 
for trying the Genius, and advancing 
the Inſtruction of all Perſons. In 
Twelve Parts. Illuſtrated with Maps, 
and a great Number of other uſeful 
Plates engraved by the beſt Hanes, 
2 -- | 0 11 
Ditto, with the Maps coloured, e 
Truth in a Maſk, | © 
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The Memorable Things of SockxAr Es, 
written by Tenophon. In Five Books. 
Tranſlated into Engliſh. To which is 

- prefixed the Life of Socrates, from 
the French of Monſieur Charpentier, 

a2 Member of the French Academy. 
And the Life of Kenophon, collected 
from ſeveral Authors, with an — 
of his Writings | 

Berwick's Life. 

The Aſcent of Cyrus. 

Life of King David. 

Joſeph Farr Ang | 

Simpſon's Algebra. 

Gordon's phical Grammar 

Mead on the Small Pox 

The Capacity and Extent of the th | 

Underſtanding, exemplified in the ex- 


traordinary Caſe of Automathes © 2 | 


The Batchelor of Salamanca, 2 Vols. 
By Mr. Le Sage Author of Gil-Blas 


and the Devil upon two Sticks 0 4 


A new Memorandum Book, conſiſting 
of fifty-two double Pages, one for 
every Week in the Year : So con- 
trived as to be uſeful and convenient 

for all Sorts of People; particularly 
with regard to their Expences, En- 


gagements and occaſional Buſineſs, o o 


The Perſeis; or, Secret Memoirs for 


a Hiſtory of Perſia, . 4 


Rollin's Method of Teaching and Study- 
ing the Belles Letters, 4 Vols. O II 
Hiſtory of England and Ireland, by Way 1 8 
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Select Tryals at the Old Baily in Lon- 
don, 4 Vols. o 8 
Polite Converſation 0 1 
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